
Special Voters Meeting Date Change 
 

The special voters meeting originally set for January 10th has been rescheduled 
for January 24th.  At the December school board meeting, after lengthy discus-
sion and considerable review of the two proposals chosen by the voters, it was de-
cided to delay the special January voters meeting by two weeks to give the school 
board more time to review all avenues which will best serve our school and congre-
gation.    Finally, the executive board meeting for January has also been resched-
uled.  Executive board will meet January 18th at 7:00 instead of January 
25th.  Again, we welcome all members to participate in the discussion. 

Need for Baked Goods! 
Jan. 17, 2010 is the first of 

two confirmation class reun-
ions here at Grace.  Years 
1959 through 1984 have been 
invited to attend church and a 
social hour.  If you are able to 
donate some baked goods for 
that day, please call Judy 
Lance at 662-6785 or e-mail 
BRUCELANCE@HOTMAIL.COM      
                Thank You 

 

 G R A C E  S P O T L I G H T E R  



TARDINESS:  IT HURTS 
             By  Principal peter fredrich  

What’s the big fuss?  So what if my 
child is a few minutes late?  Her 
grades are fine, and she isn’t a be-
havior problem.  Why does the 
school get so upset?  Let’s take a 
look at things from several different 
points of view: 

Teacher 
From the outside, a teacher’s job 

may look easy.  All he has to do is 
explain a concept, assign some 
homework, collect and grade it and, 
voila, successful learning has hap-
pened.  In reality, the job is much 
more complicated.  A large part of 
what a teacher does is classroom 
management.  This involves keeping 
the schedule running smoothly, pre-
venting discipline problems and han-
dling the ones that crop up, and cap-
turing the attention of a class of stu-
dents and keeping it.  The teacher 
instructs, re-instructs, regroups, ed-
its, creates, soothes, redirects, and 
monitors the students to be sure they 
understand.  You get the picture.  A 
child enters the classroom late, even 
just a few minutes late, and he or 
she disrupts the process.  Now the 
teacher adds something new to the 
list: What has this child missed, and 
how can I bring him up to speed?  
The office must be notified, direc-
tions have to be repeated, and les-
sons started over.  Some late arrivals 
will stand at the door waiting, and 
others will make a grand entrance 
and further distract the class.  All 
latecomers, even those who slip in 
the door and quietly find their seat, 
require extra work from the teacher.  
A late child is not just a momentary 
distraction.  
Class 

You wouldn’t think learning was so 
much work either.  We don’t always 
remember what it was like to pay at-
tention as a youngster.  Many chil-
dren who struggle staying focused 
find it difficult to get back on track 
after a distraction.  When a child 
comes late and the teacher has to 
restart the lesson or take care of at-
tendance details, an opportunity 
arises for behavior issues.  When 
that happens, a small disturbance 

can set off behaviors that further dis-
rupt the class.  Keep in mind that 
your child may not be the only one 
who is late, so this process of disrup-
tion can occur many times during the 
course of the week.  When families 
are chronically late, this fosters an 
attitude that school and learning are 
not important.  This seemingly little 
thing can have a big influence on the 
behavior and attitude of students 
over time.  
School 

Late arrivals disrupt the school 
also.  The school office is especially 
busy during the first part of the morn-
ing.  Accurate attendance, hot lunch 
count, and its affect on other tallies, 
is important to a safe and organized 
school day. 
Child 

The student who arrives late to 
school starts the day at a disadvan-
tage.  Other children have had time 
to put away coats, take care of class-
room business, talk with friends, and 
generally prepare themselves for the 
school day.  The time missed may 
only be 10–15 minutes, but it is an 
important time.  Children who are 
late may not have attendance re-
corded or lunch ordered, and that 
can cause problems later on.  They 
may miss important announcements 
or a fun activity that the teacher has 
set out to begin the day.  While some 
children adjust to a rocky start, oth-
ers find it difficult. If the child experi-
ences stress because he was rushed 
or because she worries what the 
other students will say, the stress it-
self interrupts the learning process.   

Chronic tardiness (more than one 
or two times a month) is more than 
just being a few minutes late.  It is 
not just about the hassle for teachers 
and staff, or the stress caused to the 
child or others.  Tardiness isn’t just 
about what a child is not learning in 
the few minutes of class time 
missed.  It is about what a child is 
not learning about learning itself.  
Missing a few minutes of school, 
every so often, is only part of the tar-
diness problem.  The problem is not 
in the incident itself. It is in the pat-

tern of tardiness over time.  Arriv-
ing at school late on a regular, or 
even semi-regular basis, teaches a 
child that school is something we 
just plod through, rather than 
something we do with care and 
purpose.  If a child is born with the 
natural ability to do something, but 
does not learn to work hard, set 
goals, evaluate progress, and think 
purposely, the gift will be wasted.   

When you set promptness as a 
priority and make changes in the 
family routine to allow your child to 
arrive at school on time, you teach 
your child to respect learning and 
to take an active part in it.  That 
learning will be part of every future 
test your child takes and every fu-
ture project your child completes.  
It may be hard to believe that 
something as seemingly insignifi-
cant as promptness can have such 
a great effect on your child’s future.  
However, this is what parenting is 
all about: modeling and teaching 
healthy behaviors and strong val-
ues in every little thing we do as 
parents.  This is what makes par-
enting such a challenge – it’s re-
lentless!  Thankfully, the love of 
God our Father is relentless also.  
He wants what is best for our chil-
dren and for us as parents.  He 
stands ready to help us with every 
task.  Your child’s teacher loves 
him even when he is late, just as 
our Savior loves us, no matter 
what. God gave us faith and all 
other gifts.  Training in promptness 
helps to use all of God’s gifts effi-
ciently.  

January marks the beginning of 
our basketball season.  Due to our 
smaller enrollment, our players are 
joining the Trinity, Monitor Pan-
thers.  We will post the schedule 
on our web site.  We truly hope 
and pray for a season of safety 
and friendly competition.  Our first 
game of skill will be played on Fri-
day, January 8 against Zion, Bea-
ver played at Trinity. 

The only calendar item this 
month is the end of our second 
quarter marking period.  The last 
day of the quarter is January 15, 
with the students receiving them 
for take home the next week, Janu-
ary 22. 
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JUNIOR HIGH HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Religion for the month of January will return to our study of the life and times of Jesus Christ as recorded in the New 

Testament.  We are all His disciples, and we often need to be reminded that we need to seek to extend His kingdom 
here in Auburn.  In our American History studies, the Civil War has been completed and the country struggles to rebuild.  
Our students have so much looked forward to this month’s science.  We have two more chapters to complete in our study 
of the plant kingdom.  Then we will enter an exploration of the animal kingdom.  This group includes those without back-
bones, invertebrates, and those with a backbone, vertebrates.  As part of this study, toward the end of January or early 
February, we will dissect six different animals: an earthworm, a starfish, a crayfish, a grasshopper, a perch, and a frog.  
Eighth grade algebra continues to work with solving linear equations.  The seventh grade will soon be introduced to alge-
bra.  On an easier scale, they too will learn to solve linear equations with one variable.   

  As we approach the celebration of 
the birth of Jesus Christ, may you 
find peace in this blessed season.   
  I am proud to announce that the 

science kits have finally arrived!  We 
will be studying organisms and their 
environment.  More specifically, we 
will study flowers, crayfish, and 
snails.  We will explore how they are 
related and how they depend on one 
another in a diverse environment.  
We have a variety of manipulatives 
and many opportunities for hands-on 
experiences and experimentation.  I 
greatly look forward to diving into it 
once we return from our break.  
  Our social studies unit is introduc-

ing the students to the finer defini-
tions of our government, as well as 
citizenship and patriotism.  We even 
learned the story behind the poem 

by Francis Scott Key that ultimately 
became the Star Spangled Banner.  
The students enjoy discovering the 
genesis of things they’ve known for a 
long time. 
     Students in 5th grade math are 

getting involved in fractions.  They 
are expanding into common multi-
ples, denominators, and factors.  I 
feel there’s a common side-
conversation that occurs with them. 
“How many different things can you 
do with fractions?!”  They’re so cute 

when they’re perplexed. 
  4th graders are beginning their in-

troduction to fractions, and 3rd grad-
ers are exploring the confusing world 
of double-digit-quotients in long divi-
sion.  It is rewarding, though, when I 
hear “Now I get it!” 
  As I mentioned in an earlier article, I 

am using 
the BookIt 
program 
sponsored 
by Pizza 
Hut.  The 
students are 
increasing 
their read-
ing expo-
nentially!  I 
decided to 
keep a log 
of pages, 
rather than 
minutes as 
the program 
suggests.  I 
have some 
5th graders 

that are cresting 1,000 pages in a 
month, and 4th graders reaching 
600 pages.  Reading is proven to 
increase vocabulary, sentence 
structure, grammar, and compre-
hension.  Exposure is the best sup-
plementary skill combined with a 
pre-requisite of instruction.  
  I still enjoy utilizing paired-

reading for the anthologies in the 
student’s reading texts.  They lis-
ten and re-tell what they heard 
from one another.  They use peer-
support and peer-responses.  This 
increases appropriate social inter-
action and reading confidence.       
     I would like to make mention 

of the superb job that our students 
did as they “rang out the Good 
News” in our Christmas program 
on the 20th.  There were so many 
praises from family and visitors.  
They felt the students sang and 
spoke from their heart.  We are 
extremely proud of them.  
We wish blessings to all through 

this season of Christmas. 
 

 

Rayferd Ralph and  
Cameron Murray 

Pair up for reading. 

Gledhill Gator’s around the tree  



We were very happy to have so 
many of you join us for our Christ-
mas Program, “Ring Out the Good 
News”!  We pray that the message 
of salvation remains with you 
throughout the new year.  We also 
pray that you will tell the Good 
News to the people you know. 

In Religion we have been study-
ing Jesus’ birth and the visit of the 
shepherds and wise men.  When 
we come back from Christmas 
break we will study about Jesus as 
a boy. 

In science we will begin studying 
weather and seasons.  In social 
studies we are talking about differ-
ent cultures and how they are part 
of our culture. 

 In math the kindergarten stu-
dents are learning to identify pat-
terns.  They also continue to prac-
tice identifying and writing their 
numbers.  1st grade students are 

learning more 
about place 
value, money 
values, and tell-
ing time.  2nd 
grade students 
are working 
more with basic 
geometry, sub-
traction with bor-
rowing, and mul-
tiplication con-
cepts. 

In reading the 
kindergarten stu-
dents are begin-
ning to learn 
some very basic 
words that they 
see frequently.  
They are also learning to identify 
sequences.   
1st and 2nd grade students con-
tinue to practice concepts such 
as context clues and sequencing. 

We pray God’s blessings on 
all of you throughout this holi-

Miss Rudick’s Class 

day season.  Please take 
time to worship our Lord 
and Savior and spread that 
Good News to others just as 
the shepherds and wise 
men.  May the peace of the 
Lord be with you. 

                             EXCEL in GIVING 
    Grace is providing a new stewardship program starting in  

January 2010. 
    It is called Excel in Giving and is offered thru The 
Church Extension Fund of The Michigan District of the Lu-
theran Church – Missouri Synod.  
    The way it works is that your tithes are automatically 
transferred from your personal bank account, either 
checking or saving accounts, and directly deposited into 
our churches banking account. (Electronic Funds Trans-
fer – EFT).   You can do this on any schedule you wish, 
weekly, biweekly, monthly, etc, and you can indicate any 
amount you wish, either a portion of your tithe or your 
whole tithe. This program is convenient for both our mem-
bership and our church.  You don’t have to remember to 
bring your offering envelope to church each week or if you 
are out of town on Sunday, your tithe is automatically 
given on the schedule you set up. 
You will still continue to get your offering envelopes, so if 
you wish to give money on special occasions, like Lent or 
Advent, you can do so.  Or if you wish to give part of your 
tithe to Missions, or any special fund drive, you can still 
use your regular envelopes to do that. 
    If you are interested in looking into this opportunity to 
streamline your tithing, please stop in at the church office 
to get more information. 

 

Lutheran World Relief for 2009 
     Grace Lutheran congregation is actively 
involved in Lutheran World Relief through 
some monetary donations which go through 
our Special Accounts.  However, we also 
participate in this organization in other 
ways. 

This past year we have sent 34 quilts, 64 
lbs. of soap, 40 health kits, 6 sewing kits, 4 
layettes, and 20 school kits to the organiza-
tion which then  repackages them and sends 
them to areas in need of these items.  Our 
representatives took them to Grace Lu-
theran Church in Saginaw on October 19.  
They were then loaded into a boxcar in De-
troit on October 21.   

    We thank the congregation members 
for their continued support of this program, 
and we intend to keep up the support in the 
ways available to us.  Lutheran World Relief 
is one of the best charities in the world for 
getting the highest possible percentage of 
funds and materials to the people for whom 
it is intended.  God has blessed these ef-
forts, and will continue to do so through 

Making  decorations for the Christmas Tree  



 

Kick Back and Scrap X 
January 29-30, 2010 

 
Grace Lutheran, Auburn 

To benefit the Youth Group’s trip to the  
National Gathering in New Orleans 

 
Saturday 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  $35 

Includes: breakfast, lunch, dinner, snacks,  
beverages, prizes and vendors on site and 

 

VENDOR BUCK$ 
 

Friday night 6:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.  $15 
Includes: dinner, pop, prizes, limited vendors 

Leave your cropping supplies on site for Saturday   
 

Name___________________ 
Address__________________ 
City___________State___Zip___ 
Phone___________________ 
E-mail___________________ 
Seat me with_________________ 

 
Make checks payable to Grace Lutheran 

Mail registration to: Carol Harrison 5833 Carter Rd Freeland MI  48623 Ques-
tions call Carol at (989) 695-4760 or  
email at CarolHarrison@msn.com  



Given in Memory  

Arlene Bauer 
By 

Don & Darlene Pfannes 
 

Charlotte Nuffer 
By 

Kim & Betty Herbolshiemer 
 

Mike Schmidt 
By  

Bob & Olive Schmidt 
Pauline Behmlander 
Bruce & Judy Lance 

Don Wackerly Family 
Earl & Irene Schmidt 

Bill & Lori Sickenberger 
 

Julie Pryor 
By 

Rose McNally 
 

Herman Meyer 
By 

Bruce & Judy Lance 
 

Alten Hooper 
By 

John & Iris Dominowski 
 

Elaine Bebeau 
By 

Steve & Deb Vantol 
 

Lila Silva 
By 

Tom & Ruth Wegener 
Don & Darlene Pfannes 

 

John Schlicker 
By 

Bill & Elaine Schmidt 
 

Marian Zeilinger 
By 

Polly Behmlander 
 

John Dominowski 
By 

Debra Stieve 

 

Gil & Barb Bartz 
Donna Geneseo 
LeRoy Taglauer 

Vi Koehler 
Pauline Behmlander 

Rose McNally 
Steve & Deb Vantol 

Linda Bebeau 
Roger & Gerianne Schmidt 

Paul & Linda Varner 
Don & Karen Rauschenberger 

Dave & Paula Wegener 
Shirley Wegener 

Ellen Reiss 
Jack & Alice Rivet 

Harvey & Gail Kipfmiller 
Bob & Nina Hooper 

John & Connie Gengler 
Pete & Cindy Fredrich  

Bob & Sue Batko 
Jim & Gladys Sobek 

Marie Wackerly 
Elmer & Irene Taglauer 

Yvonne Gregorczyk 
Wanda Gwizdala 

Paul & Kathy Niemiec 
Bob & Barb Friebe 

Ralph & Eleanor Fligger 
Helen Niemiec 

Linda Allen 
Roger & Kendra Reder 
Bob & Mary Jablonski 

Dania Ciaciuch 
Arlene Kernstock 

Ellie Simpson 
Dave & Marcie Anderson 
Larry & Barb Simpson 

Thomas & Joann Anderson 
Jeanette Luptowski 

Laura Burke 
Rosie Taglauer 

Tom & Carol Gawrych 
Loretta Reinecke 

Les & Shirley Gray 
Lyle & Alice Walter 

Dan & Karen Koehler 
Gordon & Fay Schroeder 

Gerald Prahl 
Gordon & Marge Marner 
Don & Darlene Pfannes 

Art & Elaine Prahl 
Mr. & Mrs. Don Wirsing 

Kim & Betty Herbolsheimer 
Rick & Margaret Garlinghouse 

James Prahl 
Jim & Rhonda Klann 
Bill & Elaine Schmidt 

Rita Reiss family 
Phyllis Guirson 

Jim & Betty Hamme 
Gary & Judi Muentener 
Al & Edie Ousterhout 

Ellie Simpson 
Earl & Irene Schmidt 
Matt & Dana Rokosz 

Oscar & Luella Ittner 
Jeff & Babette Reisig 

Terry & Diane McNally 
Lula Hart 

 

Ken Reisig 
By 

Bob & Nina Hooper 
Rosie Taglauer 

Kim & Betty Herbolsheimer 
Don Kesemeyer 
Gary & Deb Pyle 

Bob & Barb Friebe 
Jared & Brooke Pyle 

Larry & Kathy Eichinger 
Floyd & Bridget Meyer 

Les & Shirley Gray 
Marvin & Donna Wegener 

Shirley Wegener  
Don & Karen Rauschenberger 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Phalen 
Gry Shann 

Lee Taglauer 
Carol & Pam Pfundt 

Margaret Petrosky & family 
Dave Dominowski 

Pat Raab 
Jim & Delores Morford 

Loretta Morford 
Loretta Reinecke 

Jim & Rhonda Klann 
Sharon Kayden 

Jack Makey 
Clayton & Marilyn Davis 

Lula Hart 
Rita Reiss 
Ellen Reiss 

Delbert & Jan Feinauer 
Rose McNally 

Roger Schmidt 
Dale & Sharon Pickelman 

Gary & Sue Roth 
John & Connie Gengler 

Vi Koehler 
Jay & Melissa Ousterhaut 

William Sarow 
Don & Jan Wirsing 

Tom & Jan LeVasseur 
Donna Geneseo & Ken Smith 

Gordon & Marge Marner 
Don & Kay Bailey 

Don & Darlene Pfannes 
Elmer & Irene Taglauer 

Ray & Sherry Ralph 
Rob & Kathy Feinauer 

Gil & Barb Bartz 
Doug & Lisa Kempf 
Paul & Linda Varner 

Linda & Alyssa Bebeau 
Peter & Cindy Fredrich 
Pauline Behmlander 

Don Wackerly 
Iris Dominowski 

Art & Elaine Prahl 
Jim Prahl 
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January Birthdays & Anniversaries 

January 

BIRTHDAYS     
         1 Joel Herbolsheimer, 1 Logan LeBeau, 1 Margaret Petrosky, 2 Casey Kent, 4 Larry Keidel, 
5 Charles (Ryan) Hyatt, 6 Tammy Hyatt, 6 Kaly Kraatz, 6 Merry Lee,  7 Diondra Heading, 9 Walter 
Barber, 9 Dorothy Greenleaf, 9 Julie Lemke, 10 Donald Rauschenberger Jr., 10 David Seaver, 10 
William Seaver, 10 Mirinda Taglauer, 11 Pamela Kent, 12  Kelly Arnold,  12 Dustin Wegener,  13 
Kevin Feinauer, 13 Wesley Meyer, 15 Wanita Smith, 16 Kristina Leach,  17 Bridgitte Feinauer, 18 
Gene Bartz, 18 Scott Bickham, 18 Molly Mantei,  20 James Mantei,  21 GeriAnne Schmidt, 21 
Carlene Tocco, 22 Donald Pfannes, 23 Corey Arnold,  23 Paul Wood, 25 Jeanette Harper, 25 
Edyth Ousterhout, 25 James Prahl, 25 Sheryl Seaver, 25 Debra Stieve, 26 Joshua Mularz, 26  
Elaine Prahl,  27 Chase Horneber, 28 Kathleen Pickelman, 30 Debra Garcia, 31 Mark Horneber, 
31 Richard Klimaszewski 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
   1 Dave & Kelly Arnold,  26 Gene & Angela Meyer 

 


