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Principal’s Report 
 

All of our teachers are enthusiastically preparing for the beginning of our 51st school year.  Our two full-time and two 
part-time teachers met repeatedly this summer in preparation for our new departmentalized scheduled.  A departmen-
talized schedule allows each teacher to focus his/her instruction in one or two curricular areas from kindergarten – 8th 
grade.  This allows teachers to follow student progress through their elementary years which will allow the teachers to 
plan how they can best help each student.  

 

The core subjects for each teacher are: 
Mrs. VanSickle will teach Language Arts with an emphasis in writing.  Mrs. Arnold will teach Reading.   
Mr. Gledhill will teach Science and Social Studies.   
Miss Rudick will teach Religion and Math.   

 

There will be four groups of children traveling from class to class: 
K – 2nd grades 
3rd/4th grades  
5th/6th grades  
7th/8th grades. 

 
We believe that this departmentalized schedule will allow us to provide an even more solid Christ-centered educa-

tion.  Teachers will be able to track students’ progress in specific curricular areas throughout their years at Grace.  
Teachers will be able to individualize instruction more effectively because they will have the opportunity to get to know 
each student’s capabilities over a longer period of time.   

 

We are also working with our “tech guys” to be able to have a link for each teacher on the Grace website.  The links 
will list major assignments or test dates.  They will also list items such as A.R. point goals, spelling lists, and memory 
assignments.  Each student from 3rd – 8th grade will also have a planner in which to write all of his/her assignments.  
Our goal is to help parents stay more informed about their child’s assignments in order to help his/her child become 
more responsible. 

 

Classes will begin Tuesday, September 7th at 8:45 a.m.  Pastor Reed will lead opening worship at 9:30 a.m.  All 
school parents and congregation members are welcome to join us for this worship service. School will end at 3:25 p.m.   

 

We look forward to an awesome school year!  Our awesome God has provided us with this wonderful opportunity to 
serve Him.  We put our trust in Him and serve with the abilities He has given each one of us.   

 

"For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future."  Jeremiah 29:11 

A Note from Mrs. VanSickle 
 

“Feels like home,” seems to be the response I give when people ask me how I am adjusting to my new position 
teaching English, grammar, spelling, handwriting and art here at Grace Lutheran School!  The blessings of this tight-
knit church/school community have already been felt as I return to teaching part-time at Grace.  Here are a few things 
I’d like to share to give you insight on what’s happening in room #3: 

 
�  Word Walls and word banks to develop vocabulary and spelling skills 
 
� Writer’s Workshop to nurture and utilize the “voice” within each student 
 
� Hands-On lessons to explore the world of words, to learn the conventions of our 
  language, and to further self-expression 
 
� Art and art history lessons for 5th to 8th graders that tap into their creativity 
 
 
My family is also supportive of my return to the classroom.  I have three daughters 

and a really  patient, supportive husband. We live in Midland and attend St. John  
Lutheran Church, where my oldest daughters and I went to school.  I thank the Lord and all of you for this opportunity 
and look forward to working with the students and families of Grace!  

 



     Salutations from Mr. Gledhill 
                                                                                          

“5 minutes to curtain! 5 minutes!” Well, metaphorically speaking.  It’s hard to believe the summer 
is over and the school year is all but here.  But I cannot express enough the excitement we have 
to the makeover that Grace has in store for our families. 
We have a middle-school/high-school operation beginning here.  Four teachers (at least three 

per day) – four different blocks throughout the day – in four different rooms.  The students will be 
moving with their materials to each room as the bell rings (yep, we’ll have a bell). 
My focus will be on Science and Social Studies.  The grades are divided into four groups.  These groups will come 

to my room each day. 
Here’s what my breakdown for Monday through Friday will be like: 
          9:00 – 10:25     =   3rd and 4th 
          10:30 – 11:45   =   7th and 8th  
          12:35 – 1:40       =   5th and 6th 
          1:50 – 3:15         =   K-2nd 

 
      I will have these blocks of time to share Social Studies and Science.  The allotted time and  

order will change to cater to the needs of the week or day.  For example, Science may need a 
longer portion of the block if there is a lab included.   
Mrs. Arnold and Mrs. VanSickle will each be here three days a week.  On their respective days 
off, that particular block of students will join either Miss Rudick or myself.   
We hope you share in our enthusiasm for this departmentalized system.  I look forward to an-
other fabulous year with vigor and resolution. 

 

 

Hello,  
 

I’m Mrs. Ellen Arnold starting my third year here at Grace, but 
my 25th year of teaching.  This year, I’ll be teaching K-8th graders 
their reading on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  I’ve done 
graduate studies in reading and am looking forward to teaching 
reading to both returning and new students.  May the Lord bless 
both your and my year together. 

 Grace Senior Choir will begin rehearsals for 
the new year on Thursday, Sep-
tember 9th  at 7:00.  Please join 
us - whether you are an “old” re-
turning member, or are interested 
in singing with our fine group.  We 
enjoy great satisfaction in singing 
praises to our Lord and in the fine 
fellowship this provides. 

Just a reminder:  There will be no hot 
lunch the first two weeks of school.  
Hot lunch begins on  
Monday, September 20.   
Students must bring a 
packed lunch.  Milk will be 
available for $.50.  

 

CHEMISTRY TEACHER NEEDED 
Valley Lutheran High School has an opening for a high school Chemistry teacher beginning immedi-

ately.  The ideal candidate will be a commissioned minister of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod certi-
fied to teach high school Chemistry.  Other applicants may be considered.  Applicants may send a re-
sume’ with references and a cover letter to Dr. John Brandt, Valley Lutheran High School, 3560 McCarty, 
Saginaw  MI   48603 or by e-mail at jbrandt@vlhs.com.   Applications will be accepted until the position is 
filled.  For further information call Dr. Brandt at 790-1676. 



Grace Lutheran School’s Board of Elementary Education is ready to begin the 51st year of 
the school’s existence.  We begin the year with Miss Annette Rudick as the new principal.  
She has worked diligently this past summer preparing  for her first year at the helm.  We will 
have 33 students attending with 14 non-member students.  The board decided to open our 
school for this year to interested persons with no tuition fee.   

   

Grace Lutheran School’s Board of Elementary Education is ready to begin the 51st year of 
the school’s existence.  We begin the year with Miss Annette Rudick as the new principal.  
She has worked diligently this past summer preparing for her first year at the helm.  We will 
have 33 students attending this year with 14 non-member students.  The board decided to 
open our school for this year to interested persons with no tuition fee. 

 

Our school board meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month in the principal’s 
office at 7:00 p.m.  Board members include, Christine Fiebke, Carol Harrison, Michelle Man-
tei, Deb VanTol, our newest member Don Hundley and Judy Lance, chairperson.  The board 
welcomes anybody to its meetings, and all board members will field school related ques-
tions. 

 

Grace School attendees have dwindled over the years.  However, the congregation voted 
to keep it open for grades K – 8.  We are looking forward to a new program for classroom 
instruction for this school year.  With two full-time certified teachers and two part-time certi-
fied teachers, we will conduct classes in a departmentalized manner.  Each student will 
study under all four teachers, each of whom will be teaching in their area of expertise.  Yes, 
the three “r’s reading, ‘riting, ‘rithmetic” will continue to be taught at all levels with Christ as 
our foundation.  Our staff includes, full-time teachers Annette Rudick, Jeff Gledhill, and part-
time teachers LuAnn VanSickle and Ellen Arnold. 

 

Board meetings generally have an extensive agenda.  One item in particular is a group dis-
cussion on various topics for Lutheran School governing boards entitled “Growing in Govern-
ing.”  These discussions help the board to understand its role as a governing body, its re-
sponsibilities to the school, students, staff and to the congregation.   

 

Another agenda item is a list of goals that we set for ourselves each school year.  We pub-
licize/advertise our school, we maintain National Lutheran School Accreditation status, com-
municate to the congregation what we do at Grace School, and we plan for the future. 

 

To address the future of Grace, the board plans to apply for a license to operate a Before/
After Care Program at Grace.  You might know this as a latch-key program.  We are pres-
ently working with a state consultant who will guide us through the application process.  She 
has toured the site, and told us our facility would be adequate.  Many steps are necessary to 
bring this project to fruition, but it is feasible to begin this program within the 2010-2011 
school year.  Initially, only Grace families could use the care program.   

 

A successful latch-key program can lead to the introduction of a preschool program later 
on.  It is very important to this board to find ways to increase our enrollment here.  Adding 
kindergarten was a plus, and we feel the latch-key program is another plus. 

 

The board believes in Grace School and its purpose.  You, the congregation, supported 
us, and we thank you for your continuous prayers and support. 

Board of Elementary Education 
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Introduce a friend to Thrivent Financial 

You are cordially invited to attend this 1st of its kind event hosted by the Bay 
County Chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  Four person scramble, 
men, women and mixed.  18 holes, golf cart, hot dogs at the turn, and dinner.  
Cost is $45.00 per person.  Bring a non-Thrivent member friend and you each 
receive a $10.00 discount! 

Sunday, September 19, 2010 at 1:00 PM 

Green Hills Golf & Dining 

1699 N Huron Rd (M13) between Linwood and Pinconning 

Pinconning, MI  48650 
 

A two meat dinner will be served at the end of the round.  You may come or 
bring a friend for dinner only at a cost of $12.00 per person. 
 

Please reserve your spot today by sending a check, made payable to the Bay 
Chapter, to Thrivent Financial, 3941 Traxler Ct., Bay City, MI  48706, by 
Monday, September 5th.  First place in men, women and mixed teams will re-
ceive prizes.  Sorry, no refunds.  Call 989 686-9620 with any questions. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 
 

Thrivent Financial 
Members and  

Friends Golf Outing 

Part-Time Computer Lab Aid  
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Before/After Care Director 
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What’s Your Business? 
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Service Recordings  
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Quilting/Ladies of Grace  
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Single Service 
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World Relief  
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Fun at Church Camp… 
 

       Coldwater Lake Family Park was the place to enjoy great Grace Lutheran fellowship August 6-8.  If you 
missed it this year, plan for next!  Sixty-one people were in attendance for the long weekend event with a handful 
joining the group for Saturday daytime fun, dinner, and church service.  The fellowship during daytime swimming, 
volleyball, and beach activities was awesome. Nighttime activites included card games and the “Marble Game.” 

       Chef Gary Roth won the Friday night salsa “Traveling Squeaky Chicken Award” for the best homemade 
salsa.  Chef Jason Wood generously entertained and fed the Saturday night crowd with his “Flaming Bananas Fos-
ter” during our ice cream social.    Good thing Paul Wood wasn’t in attendance to douse the flames!    

       On Saturday night after a delicious Sugden Chicken BBQ, Jeff Sugden, our devotional leader, inspired us 
with his message about “Confidence” while church chairman, Steve VanTol lead the service.  Kudos also goes to 
our music organizer Connie Gengler and for guitar accompanists Bob Krystosek and Jeff Gledhill.    

The weather was perfect with just a little Sunday morning rain to humble us and get everyone scurrying to shore 
up their individual sites and the group site so the Sunday morning group breakfast could continue.  The committee 
thanks all who hauled and donated firewood, carried and put up the much needed group tent, pitched in to com-
plete camp jobs, and continually cleaned and straightened the group area so little critters didn’t get our goodies.  
Teamwork makes the load light and the time spent together pleasant.  Thanks so much! 

�G�G�{�•�Œ�G�z�œ�Ž�‹�Œ�•�G�{�Œ�ˆ�”�G�i�i�x�G�j�•�Œ�•�š�G�G�{�•�Œ�G�z�œ�Ž�‹�Œ�•�G�{�Œ�ˆ�”�G�i�i�x�G�j�•�Œ�•�š�G�G�{�•�Œ�G�z�œ�Ž�‹�Œ�•�G�{�Œ�ˆ�”�G�i�i�x�G�j�•�Œ�•�š�G�G�{�•�Œ�G�z�œ�Ž�‹�Œ�•�G�{�Œ�ˆ�”�G�i�i�x�G�j�•�Œ�•�š�G�G�G�G

�z�ˆ�›�œ�™�‹�ˆ� �G�l�•�Œ�•�•�•�Ž�G�~�–�™�š�•�•�—�G�t�œ�š�•�Š�•�ˆ�•�š�G�z�ˆ�›�œ�™�‹�ˆ� �G�l�•�Œ�•�•�•�Ž�G�~�–�™�š�•�•�—�G�t�œ�š�•�Š�•�ˆ�•�š�G�z�ˆ�›�œ�™�‹�ˆ� �G�l�•�Œ�•�•�•�Ž�G�~�–�™�š�•�•�—�G�t�œ�š�•�Š�•�ˆ�•�š�G�z�ˆ�›�œ�™�‹�ˆ� �G�l�•�Œ�•�•�•�Ž�G�~�–�™�š�•�•�—�G�t�œ�š�•�Š�•�ˆ�•�š�G�G�G�G�G
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�G�G�G�G�i�p�y�{�o�k�h�€�z�G�a�i�p�y�{�o�k�h�€�z�G�a�i�p�y�{�o�k�h�€�z�G�a�i�p�y�{�o�k�h�€�z�G�a�G�G�G�G
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