
 

The flotsam wreckage of our sin. The 
ocean of baptism has drowned Pharaoh's 
army. The breakers of baptism have car-
ried us to the promised land. 

St. Paul makes the point that baptism is 
a point of no return. It is unthinkable that 
being delivered from sin and death a Chris-
tian should contemplate returning to it. By 
no means! Paul says. 

How absurd for a prisoner set free from 
his cell and pardoned from the scaffold's 
hangman would wish to return to it. Do you 
not know what your Savior has done for 
you? 

Christ died- and He took YOU with Him.  
He rose from death, and YOU were given 
his victory in baptism. 

Death which has no dominion over Him 
cannot therefore conquer you. In baptism 
you have passed from death to life, from 
slavery to freedom, from doubt to certainty, 
from loss to gain, from bereavement to joy, 
from hell to heaven, and from sin to right-
eousness. All this was given you in a bap-
tism that can never be taken away be-
cause your baptism is into Christ. 

For you, Jesus Christ "crossed the Rubi-
con," the baptism of his suffering and 
death (Mark 10:38) There was no turning 
back. Crossing the Rubicon is an expres-
sion that comes from the history of ancient 
Rome. Julius Caesar committed an irrevo-
cable act, led his army across the Rubicon 
River, and became guilty of breaking the 
law. It was his point of no return. 

Caesar was a mortal man whose great-
ness and worldly victories could not defeat 
sin or death even with an army at his back. 

The conquest of sin and death required 
a different man, a perfect man, the man 
who is God who would pass a point of no 
return carrying a cross, a man righteous in 
Himself, who would be charged with guilt 
for doing so- a man without an army, with-
out worldly greatness, and without cover. 
This man was Jesus. He assumed our 

 

WE’VE CROSSED  

THE RUBICON 

GRACE  SPOTLIGHTER  
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The baptism of a Christian brings life where 
there was only death before. Baptism is resur-
rection. Baptism is Easter. Baptism is our en-
trance into the very kingdom of heaven. 

There are many wonderful days in our lives. 
But there is no greater day than the day of 
our Baptism, and it will never be excelled. Our 
very best days, even if they could all be com-
bined into one could not together touch the 
excellence of our baptism day which sur-
passes what nothing else can begin to touch. 

Holy Baptism unites us with Christ in His 
death and resurrection. To be baptized with 
water in the Name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit is to be unshackled from the 
slavery to sin and witness the drowning of our 
own death. 

God through His Son makes people His 
new, mint-condition creation. In baptism God 
breathes His Spirit into us. He washes our 
soiled nature clean and creates life in us as 
miraculous as the handiwork of Eden where 
God formed Adam into a living being. 

Because of water baptism, consider your-
self permanently delivered from the clawing 
reach of the evil one. Sin's quick sand has no 
hold on you. You are free to live without fret-
ting or phobia. Baptismal water irrigates lives 
made new in Christ so that we flourish. 

The flood tide of baptism has carried away  

flesh, took the responsibility for our 
fallen sin, and invaded the territory of 
our corruption. He crossed his Rubi-
con from life to death, from right-
eousness to iniquity, from freedom to 
slavery, from decency to degradation, 
from blessedness to anguish. And 
never looked back. 

In infancy Jesus was taken to 
Egypt, to the land of plagues and 
slavery, of bondage and death. In his 
maturity he went to Golgatha and the 
tree of the cross, the place of dis-
grace and death. 

But it could not hold him. Not 
Egypt. Not Herod. Not perils or be-
trayals. Not Pilate. Not Calvary. Not 
even the tomb. 

And now in the resurrection of His 
body there is again no turning back. 

The death he died he died to sin, 
once for all. It's done! Neither He nor 
we will ever die again. 

The valley of the shadow of death 
has been traversed, and in Him we 
have come to the green pastures and 
still waters where goodness and 
mercy follow us all the days of our 
lives. There is no going back. We 
walk in the newness of life. 

In baptism we have crossed the 
Rubicon, crossed the Red Sea and 
traversed the Jordan. Death has for-
ever lost its dominion. We have been 
given pure and unending life. We who 
have died to sin can no longer live in 
it. We are the baptized; the people of 
the resurrection, dead to sin and 
alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

The day of our baptism is the 
greatest because it is the new day 
that will never end.     

Pastor ReedPastor ReedPastor ReedPastor Reed    

 



    Is there a reason why over half of 
the US presidents, the majority of 
astronauts, and a large percentage 
of Rhodes scholars are firstborn chil-
dren?  Why is it that there is a high 
percentage of firstborns in the fields 
of medicine, law, and ministry?  Why 
is it that firstborns tend to have high 
motivation and a strong need to 
achieve? 
    Firstborn children seem to have a 
head start on life when compared to 
subsequent children.  This head start 
seems to follow them through life.  
Research shows that firstborns tend 
to walk and talk at an earlier age.  
For a time, the firstborn gets all the 
parents’ attention, interest, and ex-
pectations.  In response to all this 
individual attention, firstborns tend 
to be more responsible, better com-
municators, and more goal oriented.  
Also, parents often seem to have a 
more intense relationship with the 
firstborn than with other children. 
     Being firstborn, however, is not 
without its drawbacks.  Because of 
their higher need to achieve, first-
borns tend to experience more anxi-
ety and frustrations.  Even as adults, 
they tend to be perfectionists or hy-
per-responsible in their daily activi-
ties.  They are often more guilt 
prone than children born later in the 

birth order. 
    In contrast, by the time the 
youngest child comes along, par-
ents are usually more relaxed and 
comfortable with their parenting 
ability.  There are other children 
to be concerned about.  The rules 
may often be more relaxed, and 
day-to-day expectations may be 
lower.  Since older children are 
available to take on responsibili-
ties, the youngest child may be-
come less responsible and more 
dependent.  On the other hand, 
the youngest child may become 
more sociable and freer of stress 
because he or she is less likely to 
be competitive and achievement 
oriented. 
    In between these two ex-
tremes is the middle child (or 
children).  This child often finds 
that, in any activity, the oldest 
can do it the best and the young-
est can do it the cutest.  There 
may be some jealousy at work.  
The oldest child is out there do-
ing well, and the youngest is en-
tertaining everyone.  As a result, 
the middle child may feel left out.  
It often seems that middle chil-
dren are searching for their par-
ticular “claim to fame” in the fam-
ily.  They establish their identity 
by filling a niche into which no 
other member of the family has 
become involved. 

    While birth order is fun to ex-
amine and interesting to specu-
late about, it is not all that im-
portant.  What is important is 
that all children know that they 
are dearly loved by their par-
ents . . . and their Savior.   
    We have set the date for 
Grandparents' Day.  It will be on 
May 26th.  Activities will include a 
worship service, classroom visita-
tions, a delicious lunch, and musi-
cal presentations by our school 
children. 
     May 27th the entire school will 
go to Williams Township Park and 
have our annual school picnic 
complete with hot dogs, fun, and 
games.  The pavilion has been re-
served so we will go rain or shine.  
Of course, we hope for shine. 
     Memorial Day is May 30th and 
there will be no classes in session. 
    Our 7th/8th grade students are 
going to Washington D.C. with 
Trinity and Zion Bay City.  They 
will be gone over the Memorial 
Day holiday.  They will return on 
June 2nd.  They will be back to 
join us in our last day of school 
and closing Chapel on June 3rd. 
    Graduation Day has been set 
for June 5th after the 9:00 a.m. 
church service.  We are graduat-
ing two eighth graders.  The 
graduates are:  Craig Dufresne 
and Bailey Heading 

Birth Order – Does it Matter? 
 

Principal  Miss Annette Rudick 

    On Sunday, May 1st we will have 

breakfast at 9 am at the Weiss home. 

We will then travel over to Faith for 

their 10:30 service and attend Paul 

Braman's confirmation. Paul is a new 

member of our youth and has been a 

very active participant in youth bible 

study this last school year. God's 

Blessings to you on your Confirmation. 

    We will continue with bible class on 

May 8, 15, and 22nd. No bible class 

on May 29. 

    Saturday, May 7 we are participat-

ing in a community service event at 

the Grace baseball diamond from 9 

am-12 pm. We will be working with 

a group of adults from the Law Ar-

bor of Gleaners Insurance Company 

and their Join Hands Day. This is a 

national day to bring young people 

and adults together, and begins the 

process of developing understanding 

and trust across the generations. 

Our project will be to work on the 

baseball field behind Grace with Ray 

Garcia. They will also provide pizza 

and pop for lunch at noon. Please 

bring a shovel and/or rake at 9 am. 

Youth NewsYouth NewsYouth NewsYouth News    If anyone from the congregation is 

interested in helping please stop on 

out. 

    Please remember your balance for 

the Mackinac Island Gathering is due 

to Haleigh McNally on May 15th. If 

you have a question on how much 

your balance is please get in touch 

with her.  

    We are also anxiously planning our 

Mackinac Island Gathering trip for 19 

participants from Grace on June 26-

29. Thank you to the congregation for 

their continued support and prayers 

for our active youth group.  



Mr. Gledhill happening to our environment.” 
With “neither the time nor re-
sources to organize 20 million 
demonstrators,” Nelson, his 
senatorial staff, and dozens of 
volunteers, including thousands 
of schools and local communi-
ties, brought together an Ameri-
can public just waiting for a 
platform to voice their concerns 
about the environment. Nelson 
said, “That was the remarkable 
thing about Earth Day. It organ-
ized itself.”  After 40 years, 
Earth Day has organized itself 
into 77,862,183 people having 
pledged to do their part to help 
planet earth.  This year, Earth 
Day 2011 is being organized 
around the theme of A Billion 
Acts of Green, which encour-
ages individuals, corporations, 
and non-corporate organiza-
tions to “live and act sustaina-
bly.” 

 

 

 

 

     

 

    

    

                                                                         
The Kindergarten through 6th 
grades enjoyed Disney’s African 
Cats as a salute to Earth Day.  
They learned quite a bit from 
the natural documentary.  They 
are already anticipating next 
year’s film that was previewed.  

     The 7th and 8th grade sci-
ence class has witnessed a bit-
tersweet irony.  In the wake of 
the earthquakes and destruc-
tion that has emanated from 
Japan in the recent months, 
we have chapter-by-chapter 
dug into plate tectonics, earth-
quakes, and volcanoes.  They 
have been able to further un-
derstand what they see on 
CNN Studentnews because of 
what they study. 

   The 3rd and 4th science class 
did a simple but poignant dem-
onstration.  We collected milk 
cartons from lunch, rinsed 
them, 
poked a pin 
hole in the 
bottom, and 
set them on 
cups to set 
for 30 min-
utes.  This 
was to 
show them 
how much 
water is wasted in 30 minutes 
from a dripping faucet.  I was 
concerned at how many stu-
dents volunteered their drip-
ping faucets at home.  So 
check those faucets, people! 

     The countdown is officially 
31 days of actual school days.  
The horses are nearing the 
edge of the pasture where 
they will see the barn, and 
there won’t be any holding 
them back.  (For you city-
dwellers, that is metaphoric for 
them seeing the sanctity and 
comfort of home and bolting 
for it). 

    Spring may be officially on 
the calendar, but the view out 
the window or the feeling at 
recess speaks otherwise.  But, 
such is the method of Michi-
gan’s welcome of spring.  We 
have been inundated with re-
cent rainfalls that challenge 
riverbanks.  We have swung 
from 65 degrees to 25 and 
back up again.  I saw rain, 
snow, and hail within 5 days of 
each other.  Oh, how I love 
teaching a weather unit in the 
early spring! 

          Earth Day is April 22.  It 
was founded in 1970 by U.S. 
Senator Gaylord Nelson, but 
only after several years in the 
planning. Frustrated that the 
environment was a “non-issue” 
in politics in the 1960s, Sena-
tor Nelson went to Washing-
ton, D.C., and presented an 
idea that the Attorney General 
Robert Kennedy and President 
John F. Kennedy both liked. 
What ensued from that meet-
ing was a “five-day, 11-state 
conservation tour in Septem-
ber 1963″ by President Ken-
nedy. (The tour took place a 
mere two months before the 
president was assassinated.)  
After several years speaking 
throughout the country on the 
environmental degradation 
Nelson saw all around him and 
spurred on by “teach-ins” and 
the anti-Vietnam war protests 
taking place across the U.S., 
the senator finally hit upon an 
idea -- create “a huge grass-
roots protest over what was 



What’s Going On 

Lawn Maintenance     
     Grace is in need of volun-
teers to do the lawn mainte-
nance at church. This re-
sponsibility does not 
need to be shoulder by 
one individual. 
Please contact Gary Roth 989-(662-
4913 or abecroth@chartermi.net) or 
Gary Pyle (989-496-7449 or blu-
rule@charter.net) if you would inter-
ested in helping. 
 

Grace Lutheran School Board 
   The School Board is in need of two 
new board members, each a three 
year term.  Meetings are held on the 
first Tuesday of the month at school.  
Interested persons can contact Ms. 
Rudick at 662-4791 or Judy Lance at 
662-6785.  A board member must be a 
member of Grace Lutheran Church. 
 

Valley Lutheran Summer 

Camps 
   Looking for something for the kids to 
do this summer?  Valley Lutheran has 
a solution!  Check out http://www.vlhs.
com/summer_camps/  for brochures 
about sports camps, art/band/science 
camps, and two-week skill builder and 
enrichment classes.  Camps and 
classes are geared for students enter-
ing grades 5th - 8th.  Camps will take 
place in June, while classes will be in 
July.  Questions?  Please call Amy 
Cooper at 
790-1676 or email acooper@vlhs.com.   

 
 

Midland Wood Workers 
           Association 
 

 

      On May 5th at 7 pm the Woodwork-
ers Association is having a guest 
speaker Stephen Proctor, a world re-
nowned woodworker, present a slide 
show featuring some of the most in-
teresting collection of furniture that 
you will ever see.  All Grace Members 
are invited to attend this premier 
showing on Thursday.  The presenta-
tion should last about 45 minutes.  
ALSO on May 6th and 7th , Stephen 
Proctor will be giving a two day pro-
gram on hand tools, joinery and more 
here at Grace Gym.  For more details 
contact Herb Pfundt at 662-6229.  
This is a must for any one interested 
in woodworking. 

    About Stephen Proctor   Stephen 
Proctor is currently a furniture design-
maker who lectures throughout the 
world.  He has an M.A. degree in fur-
niture design from the Royal College 
of Art in London, England.  From 
1975 to 1988 he was involved with 
the Wendell Castle School in Scotts-
ville, NY, and became dean there in 
1981.  He has taught at the Roches-
ter Institute of Technology and has 
lectured at woodworking schools 
throughout North America.  His furni-
ture has been exhibited in London, 
Tokyo, Basle, New York, Chicago and 
Washington, D.C., and has been fea-
tured in Fine Woodworking, Vogue, 
London Times, American Craft and 
Corporate Showcase.  

 

 

Lutheran World Relief Collections   
    We now have boxes in the narthex to 

collect soap and other kit items to ship out in 
October of 2011 for Lutheran World Relief.  
There are also lists available on the ushers’ 
desk to let you know what is needed to these 
kits.  These lists will be periodically updated to 
let you know what is needed most at any given 
time.  We had a good shipment from Grace last 
year, and would like to repeat that again this 
year.  If you can contribute, please consider 
doing so.  Thank you in advance for your help. 

 

Amazin’ Grace Relay for Life  
      

      Our team will again sell luminaries to raise 
money for the American Caner society.  It is an 
opportunity for one to honor, memorialize a 
family member, a friend, or an acquaintance.  
Luminaries are $10 each, feet/stars $1 each.  
Sales will be held in the narthex on May 1, 8, 
22, and June 5 & 12.  Gayle Wood or Judy 
Lance are the “go to” people at any time for 
information.  Thank you for your support. 

Valley Lutheran Musical 
    Valley Lutheran High School will present 
the musical, Oklahoma  on Thursday, May 
12, Friday May 13, and Saturday, May 14.  
The show begins at 7:00 pm in the gym, 
and the doors will open at 6:30 pm.  For 
ticket please call ahead at 989-790-1676.  
There are a limited number of reserved tick-
ets available all other seats are general ad-
mission.  Ticket price is $7 for adults and $5 
for students. 

 

 

BRINGING CHRIST TO THE NATIONS AND THE  NATIONS TO THE CHURCH  

  LUTHERAN HOUR MINTRIES  

SAGINAW VALLEY ZONE LUTHERAN LEAMEN'S LEAGUE.  

 

        All churches in the Saginaw Valley are sponsors of The Lutheran Hour. It has come to our  
attention that WNEM 1250AM is considering moving or dropping this program, because they  
are unaware as to the number of people that listen to THE LUTHERAN HOUR.  

      Therefore we ask for your help and send a thank you note to them and express your ap-
preciation to them for having this program on the air.  

Thank you, the Zone Lutheran Hour Committee.  

Send a note to: WNEM AM RADIO 1250  

Program Director  

107 N. Franklin St.  

Saginaw, Mi. 48607-1263  

 



Given in Memory 

Wallace Graham 
By 

Donna Geneseo 

Les & Shirley Gray 
 

Angie Meyers Mother 
By 

Tom & Ruth Wegener 
 

William Kalitta 
By 

Rose McNally 

 

Ruth Skyrme 
By 

Rosie Taglauer 

Betty Lindstrom 

Ron & Ann Balzer 

Bill & Elaine Schmidt 

Lorina Rosenbrock 

Les & Virginia Behmlander 

Susan Miller 

Bill & Jackie Gunther 

Don & Darlene Pfannes 

Tom & Jan LaVasseur 

Gil & Barb Bartz 

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph McGivern 

Lee Taglauer 

Bob & Olive Schmidt 

Rose McNally 

Pauline Behmlander 

Cliff & Jan Vennix 

Joe & Lonna Swain 

Lucille Koehler 

Dallas & Judy Eichman 

Iris Dominowski 

Jan Reisig 

Lula Hart 

Ervin & Judy Kuch 

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Rugenstein 

Vi Koehler 

Elmer & Irene Taglauer 

Roxie Carter 

Cheri Behmlander 

Michael & Diane Adams 

Kathy Mauer 

Bruce & Judy Lance 

Gordon & Fay Schroeder 

Dale & Sharon Pickelman 

Gordon & Marge Marner 

Duane & Lynn Schmidt 

Kim & Betty Herbolsheimer 

Les & Shirley Gray 

Helen Steil 

John & Jack Wetters 

Alice, Jim ,Amber, Jamie & Aaron Curphy 

Earl & LouAnn Vogtman 

Ray & Deb Garcia 

Jim & Gloria Kundinger 

William & Marie Rosenbrock 

Lee & Cherye Krueger 

 

Mark Horneber 
By 

Rosie Taglauer 

Rosemary Bush 

Don & Darlene Pfannes 

Mr. & Mrs. Billie Weber 

Mr. & Mrs. W. D. Gehoski 

Gene & Ella Vogel 

Gary & Sue Roth 

Pauline Behmlander 

Vern & Julia Stephen 

Vi Koehler 

Helen Steih 

Justin Varner & Jessica Pyle 

Don & Karen Rauschenberger 

Michael & Sarah Warmbier 

Maynard & Ruth Behmlander 

Gordon & Marge Marner 

Robert McCloy 

Irene Horneber 

Wayne Reinberg & Judy 

Bernard Latoski  
 

Ken Kernstock 
By 

Mark & Gayle Wood 

Ray & Deb Garcia 
 

Frances Dzurka  
By 

David & Paula Wegener 

Kim & Betty Herbolsheimer 
 

Tom Peters 
By 

Dallas & Judy Eichman 
 

Oletha Kipfmiller 
By 

Marie Wackerly 
 

Martin Koester 
By 

John & Connie Gengler 

 

Larry Gallihugh 
By 

Iris Dominowski 

 

Blood Drive  
      We have 

scheduled a blood 
drive for Monday, 
May 23 from 2:00 
pm- 6:00 pm.  
Please come and give blood.  
Make sure to eat food high in iron 
a day or two before and as always 
eat a sensible diet.  There is a 
sign up sheet in the  Narthax.  Any 
questions call Lee Taglauer or the 
church office. 

Almost everyone needs a do-
nors’ blood at one time or another 
or a loved one needs blood.  
Please consider giving this life 
saving gift. 

     Our Thrivent  Representative, 
Dave Friebe  has moved offices.  
The new office is at 6004 
Westside Saginaw Rd., Suite A, 
Bay City, Mi  48706 . The office 
number of 686-9620 is still the 
same. 

Trinity Lutheran School- Monitor 
is in need of a technology teacher, 
starting in the 2011-2012 school 
year.  If you are interested in the 
job please contact our school of-
fice at 989-662-4891.  

Spring Cleaning Bee     

    Our Board 
of Trustees is 
planning our 
yearly spring 
cleaning. 
It will be held 
on Saturday, 

May 7 starting at 9:00 am.  If you 
have rakes, shovels, wheel bar-
rows or tree pruners please 
bring them with you.  
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May Birthdays & Anniversaries 

May 

  Birthdays 
   1 Lula Hart, 1 Gladys Sobek, 1 Karen Stagray, 2 Nolan Haapala, 3 Debra Dambro, 3 Pamela Whalen, 3 
Christopher Zielinski, 4  Crysta Clarey, 4 Cliff Vennix, 4 Elyssa Weber, 5 Nathan Gray, 6 Karen Burch, 9 
David Dominowski, 9 Cari Tomczak, 10 Irene Schmidt, 11 David Arnold, 11 Susan Walter, 12 Brandon 
Hetzner, 12 Susan Konsdorf, 13 Paula Wegener, 13 Zachary Willard, 13 Pamela Horneber, 14 Duane 
Schmidt, 14 Jason Wood, 14 Mark Wood, 16 Earl Schmidt, 16 Nancy Stark, 17 Shane Leach, 17 Elijah 
Vance, 18 Virginia Behmlander, 22 Michael Hetzner, 23 Justin Herbolsheimer, 23 Jesse Kalitta, 23 Ty 
Melick, 23 Gordon Schroeder, 23 Christopher Stark, 23 Michael Stark, 24 Barbara Bartz, 24 Michael Bick-
ham Sr., 24 Terry Dufresne, 24 Jacob Klann, 24 Loretta Reinecke, 24 David Styn, 25 Alan Garcia, 25 Gloria 
Kundinger, 25 Diane McNally, 25 Colton Ralph, 27 Ethan Kent, 27 Janet Webb, 28 Mary Dengel 

 

 Anniversaries 
     5 Ervin & Judy Kuch, 7 Christopher & Coryn Lewicki, 12 James & Rhonda Klann, 12 Duane & Lynn 
Schmidt,  13 William & Laurretta Friebe, 16 David & Paula Wegener, 16 Harry & Hilda Wegener, 19 David & 
Cindy Styn, 21 David & Marcella Anderson,  26 James & Janet Webb, 30 Ernest & Karla Weiss, 31 Jeff & 
Peggy Gledhill 

 

 


