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What a special anniversary we are privileged to celebrate this month of 
October: 

The 500th anniversary of the Reformation!  On October 31st, 1517, 
Martin Luther nailed ninety-five theses on the door of the Castle Church 
in Wittenberg, ninety-five theological statements written in Latin to be 
discussed by the scholars and theologians of his day.  These theses 
encouraged repentance and sharply spoke against the unscriptural 
practice of indulgences.  Luther’s theses also stated that faith alone, 
not deeds, would lead to salvation.  Unbeknownst to Luther, these 
ninety-five theses were taken down, translated into German, printed by 
means of the relatively new invention, the printing press, and then 
distributed among the common people of that day.  Luther’s 
Ninety-Five Theses sparked the Reformation, a time of reform within 
the Church and a time of restoration, as the Gospel of salvation by 
God’s grace alone through faith in Jesus Christ alone was brought to the 
forefront. 

Luther’s reforms also impacted the worship life of the Church.  He 
translated the Mass into German, enabling everyday worshipers to 
understand the Divine Service and participate in the liturgy.  Luther 
also wrote hymns for worshipers to sing within the Divine Service as 
well as hymns that taught Gospel truths and supported the chief parts 
of the catechism.   Luther loved music and thought it second only to 
theology.  Luther recognized the power of music and he understood its 
role as one of undergirding and enhancing the text of a hymn, an 
understanding that still guides the music of the Lutheran Church to this 
day.  The marriage of text and tune combine together and to make a 
hymn the wonderful vehicle it is to teach biblical truth as worshipers 
praise God for all His wondrous works. 

What a great legacy is ours!   How blessed we are by the work of our 
forebears!  We gather together this afternoon and celebrate as heirs 
of the Reformation.  Let us join in heartfelt praise of Almighty God, 
who has revealed His love for us and for all in the life, death and 
resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ.  May all the words said and sung 
in these hymns today, may all the voices joined together in the choirs, 
and may all the music played by the musicians, be done to the glory of 
God alone! 

Pastor Stephen Starke



Pre-Service Music Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadow – Johannes Brahms 

 We All Believe in One True God – Johann Sebastian Bach 

 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart – John Behnke 

Ornament of Grace - Bernard Wayne Sanders 

A Mighty Fortress is Our God – Helmut Walcha 

 
Invocation  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
Psalm Psalm 92:1–4, 12–15 

P  It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 
C  to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
P  to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 
C  and your faithfulness by night, 
P  to the music of the lute and the harp, 
C  to the melody of the lyre. 
P  For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; 
C  at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 
P  The righteous flourish like the palm tree 
C  and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 
P  They are planted in the house of the LORD; 
C  they flourish in the courts of our God. 
P  They still bear fruit in old age; 
C  they are ever full of sap and green, 
P  to declare that the LORD is upright; 

C  he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 
C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Collect  

P  Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful 
people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in 
times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your 
Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  LSB 656  

     The Choir will sing Stanza Two. 
 
We All Believe in One True God  LSB 954  

     The Choir will sing Stanza One. 
 
Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light  LSB 378  

     The Choir will sing Stanza One. 



A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth  LSB 438  

     The Choir will sing Stanza Two. 
 
Who Are You Who Walk in Sorrow  LSB 476  

 
Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free  LSB 473  

     The Choir will sing Stanza Two. 
 
Up through Endless Ranks of Angels  LSB 491  

     The Choir will sing Stanza Three 
 
Christ Sits at God's Right Hand  LSB 564  

 
Wide Open Stand the Gates  LSB 639  

     The Choir will sing Stanza Two 
 
Hymn: Though All Our Life Is like a Scroll 

     The Choir will sing Stanza Three 
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Now Rest beneath Night's Shadow  LSB 880  

     The Choir will sing the first two stanzas. The Congregation is invited to sing 
Stanzas Three through Five in parts. 

 
Lord's Prayer  LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 



     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
 
Collect  

P  O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Postlude Fanfare on Thaxted - Kevin Hildebrand 

 
Please join us for a reception in the gymnasium following the hymn festival. 
 

Serving in God’s House 
Commentary: Rev. Stephen Starke, St. John - Amelith 
Liturgist: Rev. Aaron T. Schian, Grace - Auburn 
Organist & Mass Choir Director: Kantor Nathan Beethe, Grace - Auburn 
Mass Choir: Members of Area Lutheran Churches 
Children's Choir: Our Savior - Grand Rapids 
     Director: Kantor Christina Roberts, Our Savior - Grand Rapids 
Clarinet: Rebecca Eifert 
Flute: Ruth Schian 
Oboe: Lisa Bale 
Trumpet: Charles Fallis, Meghan Gallagher 
Trombone: Rev. Jonathan Bakker, Sarah Geikas 
Timpani: Chloe Haynes 
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God, Grub, and Games @ Grace 

 

 

 

 

 

Every Third Friday at 6:00 pm we have God, Grub, 

and Games @ Grace. Beginning with a free meal 

at 6:00 pm, Pastor will have a short devotion, and 

then we will play games. A variety of 

family-friendly board and card games will be 

available.  

So, bring your family and friends and come join 

us for an evening of fun!  

Our next G4 is October 20th. 



 

 

Grace Your Closet is a free clothing closet open to 

all members of the community. We are open on 

the Third Saturday of each month in 2017 (except 

July) from 10:00 am until 1:00 pm. 

Donations are always welcome and are tax 

deductible. Donations can be dropped off at 

Grace on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:00 am 

until Noon or by appointment. 

 


