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Our Mission Statement
Sharing GRACE

                                    Growing in God's word
Reaching out with love

                                    Announcing forgiveness
                                    Calling the lost

Encouraging everyone

Visit Our Website

Worship Services
This Sunday 9:00 a.m.

Divine Worship

Wednesdays
Matins 8:30 a.m.

Divine Worship 7:00 p.m.  

SCRIPTURE LESSONS
Lessons for this coming Sunday:

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 66:18-23

Hebrews 12:4-24(25-29) 
Luke 13:22-30

Generosity Thoughts Luke 19:46 - "It is written, 'My house shall
be a house of prayer,' but you have made it a den of robbers." The
Lord's House is not a house of merchandise or profit - it is a
House of Prayer where people freely offer up their petitions and
produce to the Lord for His purposes. Generosity and joy
characterize the House of the Lord. "Freely you have received;
freely give." That's pretty much the opposite of the world's
marketplace.

Notes:  

Please pick up your unclaimed dishes or platters from the
past funerals.  They will located on a cart outside the library.
There is a new church phone books.  Check your mailbox.

If your contact information changes,
please notify the church office at 989-662-6161 or

office.graceauburn@gmail.com

Birthdays
Kim Gray , 24th; Rosemary Bush , 25th; Lois Pruss , 28th; Sue

Roth , 29th; Gayle Wood , 28th;  John Beckert , 28th; 
Annette Rudick ; 29th; Allyson Hundley , 30th;  

Fay Schroeder , 31st

Anniversaries
James and Janet Dietlein, 29th   
Robert and Karen Wegener, 31st

Prayer Requests:  Melissa Netkowkski, Roland  
Taglauer, Jack Greenleaf, Dale Ann Gripentrog, John
Dodt, Deanna (Matthew) Klann and Gordy Marner. Please
pray for the Krystosek family as they mourn the death of
Brenda's brother, Bryan Chapman. May our Lord grant them His
peace that surpasses all understanding. 

Encouraging One Another In our thoughts and prayers this
week is Al Ousterhout. If you wish to send a card or note, the
address is 404 Patricia Street, Auburn.

Sunday Morning Bible Study  Sunday we'll unpack the readings
from the Divine Service. Do you have any questions from the
readings? Bring them to Bible study! The readings from Sunday
will be the focus of our Sunday morning Bible study until Sunday,
September 8.

Rally Day: September 8
(Christian Education Sunday) On
Sunday, September 8, we'll Rally
Day which is the kick off for many
opportunities to grow in God's Word
together. Sunday School starts for
children age 3 and up. Annette
Rudick and Ruth Schian will be our
Sunday school teachers for the year and they will be installed at
the Rally Day service. Following the Divine Service on September
8, Pastor begins a new, year-long Bible study which will be an
introduction to the books of the Bible. Each Sunday we'll unpack a
particular book of the Bible and explore the themes of that book. If
you can't make Sunday's study, we'll have the same study again
on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. Kantor will continue his study of the
Gospel of John on Mondays at 10 a.m. starting September 9.
Deaconess Mika will have a women's Bible study on how we deal
with particular emotions like anger and grudges which will be on
the second Tuesdays of the month in the evening. Look for her
announcements for this study! The women of Grace will again
meet for Bible study on Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. and the men of
Grace continue meeting on Wednesdays at 6:30 a.m.
Confirmation begins the week of Rally Day! Brayde Smith, EJ
Smith, and Emily Beethe are our confirmands. Please pray for
them. Dear Brothers and Sisters, Grace has so many
opportunities for you to read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest
God's Word! Prayerfully consider coming to one or more of these
studies each week. 

Sunday School We are continuing to expand our Sunday School
program here at Grace. Starting September 8th we will have two
teachers (Annette Rudick & Ruth Schian) which will allow us to
separate the older and younger children as needed. This Fall we
will begin each Sunday School class at 10:45 with a 15-minute
music time with Kantor Beethe. We will be moving to music,
learning how to sing in a healthy manner, and learning hymns. We
look forward to seeing your children and grandchildren who are 3
years or older. Parents and grandparents are more than welcome
to join us!

Grace Your Closet Update  Thank you to Deb Pyle, Iris
Dominowski, Jan Vennix, Linda Varner, Diane McNally, Gerianne
Schmidt, Jan Reisig, Deaconess Mika and Carol Harrison for their
help at the closet this past Saturday.  We couldn't do it without
you! We were able to help over 50 people and gave away a little
more than 400 items.  

If you have any questions about what is involved in helping to
either sort clothes on our Tuesday sorting nights or working the
Closet on a Saturday, please let us know.  The work is easy and
the reward is great!  We would love to have you!

Grace Your Closet is going on the road  -
well, kind of!  As youmay be aware, on October
13th we are scheduled to serve a meal at Trinity
Episcopal Church in Bay City as part of their
Food of Faith ministry.  When we were there in
the past, we could see there was a need for
coats and sweatshirts, especially as fall and
winter approach.  Many of the visitors there are unable to travel to
Auburn to visit our Closet, so we thought perhaps taking some
coats and sweatshirts along with us would be the best way to help
those in need.  
If you have any new or gently used coats and/or sweatshirts that
you could donate, we would very much appreciate them.  Please
drop them off in the collection box in the hallway.  Once again, as
always, thank you for your continuing support of Grace Your
Closet.

Thank you  Grace family and friends for all of your prayers,
thoughts, cards and sympathy during this difficult time with the
passing of my brother Bryan. It was a true blessing knowing that
as Jesus walked by my side you were there also.   
Brenda Krystosek 

60th Birthday Celebration  Dear Friends, 
Grace Lutheran will be celebrating its 60th
birthday on September 22. The day will start
off with a special anniversary worship
service at 10:00 a.m. Most of our former
pastors will be attending. Then at 12:00
noon there will be a hog roast with all the
trimmings served in the gymnasium. Around
1:00 p.m. there will be a program with speakers, music and a brief
video. Please join us for a time of fellowship, reminiscing,
and thankfulness to our Lord, for the past 60 years.  We look
forward to many more years ahead of "Sharing Grace".

Petition Drive for Dismemberment Abortion Ban Members of
Grace will have the opportunity on September 8 and 15 to sign a
petition to end the abortion procedure of Dismemberment
Abortion.  This petition initiates legislation that would amend our
partial-birth abortion ban by adding the equally horrific
dismemberment abortion procedure to that ban.  The advantage
of this approach is that if 340,000 voters' signatures are collected
the bill's language cannot be changed by the legislature, but more
importantly, it cannot be vetoed by the Governor.  Please make it
a point to stop by the tables in the narthex on September 8 and 15
to sign a petition to protect our innocent unborn babies. This is not
a political issue but a moral and spiritual issue.  A matter of life
and death -- Since in 2018, 1,908 dismemberment abortions were
performed in Michigan.  

Thursday AM Friends   Not too early to think about putting on
your calendar, Thursday AM Friends.There has been a slight
change in the schedule.  We will be meeting ONCE a month, the
second Thursday of each month at 10:00 a.m.  Presentations 
given in September, November, January, March, and May and
fellowship and lunch in October, December, February, and April.
Presentations are informative offerings;  an example is "The
Titanic Experience".  Come to be enlightened. Fellowship can be
cards, domino games, board games; your choice and lunch with
friends.  What a special AM spent with friends!  And bring a friend!

Blood Drive  There is a Blood Drive at Auburn  
United MethodistChurch, 207 S. Auburn St. on
Tuesday, September 17 from 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm.
Appointments are preferred.  For questions or to
make an appointment, call 989-429-7743 or email
jritchie@versiti.org.  

Shepherd's Hook Starting this month, I'm starting a monthly
article that's titled "Shepherd's Hook"! Deaconess Mika will also
join me in writing a monthly article title "Deaconess Dispatch". Our
articles will appear the third week of every month in both the
Spotlighter and the bulletin. We will write only a couple
paragraphs so that the articles will fit both formats. The purpose of
our monthly articles is to go into greater detail concerning the
direction and mission of Grace Lutheran Church. My prayer is
such articles will give the "big picture" and encourage greater
participation here at Grace.  

For this first Shepherd's Hook, I want to address the use of our
Mission Statement. As you know, each letter of "Grace" provides a
line for our Mission Statement: Growing in God's Word, Reaching
out with love, Announcing forgiveness, Calling the
lost, Encouraging everyone! We have not used this Mission
Statement very much following its adoptions two years ago. Time
to change that! We're excited to announce that on Sunday,
September 8, we'll roll out our yearlong theme: "Growing in God's
Word"! The first line of our Mission Statement will give us direction
and organization for Bible studies, sermons, devotions, events,
activities, and much that we do here. For example, this theme
helped me choose my Sunday morning Bible study which will
begin September 8. Each Sunday, we'll have a brief overview of a
book of the Bible. By the end of next summer, we'll have had an
introduction to every book of the Bible. The five lines of our
Mission Statement give us five years of themes. What joy!    

Dear Friends, let's rejoice in this upcoming year of growing in
God's word together! This first line of the Mission Statement is
central. All the other lines of the Mission Statement are dependent
on this first one. Reaching out with love, announcing forgiveness,
calling the lost, and encouraging everyone flow from God's word
alone! Growth can only come by the Word (Luke 8:9-15). Apart
from Jesus who is the Word we can do nothing (John 15:1-5). My
prayer is that this theme will remind us that we have all that we
need for growth, outreach, mercy, and success in God's Word! No
wonder the Father said to Peter, James, and John on the Mount of
Transfiguration, "Listen to Him!" (Mark 9:7) He who has ears to
hear, let him hear! 

Deaconess Dispatch  What a great joy to start my deaconess
internship as we begin the first theme from Grace's motto:
"Growing in God's Word"! This theme forms the foundation for the
activities that I will be starting here at Grace. And that's no
surprise, since our Lord's Word gives us Life and Light (Psalm
119:25, 105)! 

Pastor asked me to teach a Bible Study for the Ladies of Grace on
the second Tuesday of the month, starting on September 10th in
the evening. At various times during the year, the Bible Study will
be followed by the opportunity for fellowship and a service activity.
More information about the specific service activities will be
forthcoming. For our study we will be looking at the Psalms. They
are a precious treasure which express the entire spectrum of
human experience, from joy, praise, and thanksgiving to sorrow,
pain, and anguish: even our Lord prayed the Psalms in the midst
of His suffering on the cross when He cried out "My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?" (Psalm 22:1 and Matthew 27:46).
Over the course of the year, we will explore how the Psalms testify
of Christ and teach us about who we are as the baptized children
of God. 

I am also very excited that Plainview Senior Neighborhood has
invited Grace to come and have a time of studying Scripture,
singing hymns, and fellowship activities with their residents (and
our own dear sister Wanita Smith!). This is a wonderful
opportunity to grow in God's Word and to reach out to our
community. It would be a great blessing to have volunteers from
Grace to sing and have fellowship with the residents as we gather
around God's Word. 

We will be doing this for the first time on Sunday, October 13th
from 3:45-4:45 PM. After that, the plan will be to meet on the first
Sunday of every month at 3:45 PM.

Please talk to me if you have any questions or are interested in
volunteering.

Orphan Grain Train Collection  The lists for donation items to be
sent for Orphan Grain Train (replacing Lutheran World Relief) are
available.  We will be collecting through September 28.  The
packing date and the shipping dates will be decided in tandem
with our LWML Sunday as usual.  We have decided to use
Orphan Grain Train instead of Lutheran World Relief since we
now have a center in Michigan, and because they have one of the
highest rates of getting their goods and services directly to the
people for whom they are intended.  Orphan Grain Train can also
include Christian materials in their shipments, which Lutheran
World Relief could not.  We hope you will find God directing your
hearts to be just as giving as you have been in the past.

Orphan Grain Train donations list

Infant supplies
Cloth diapers, disposable diapers, baby wipes in travel sizes, new
pacifiers, new baby bottles, sleepers, onesies, receiving blankets,
and baby blankets.

Medical supplies
Bed and bath linens (bath linens are preferred in dark colors),
sheets, disposable gowns and gloves, stethoscopes, blood
pressure cuffs, walkers, and some other larger items that we can
inform you of but may not be able to transport.  There are also
some sporting items that fall into this category.

Hygiene supplies
Dark colored bath towels and wash cloths, new and wrapped bath
size bars of soap, toothbrushes, sturdy combs, band aids     ( ½ or
¾ inches), sanitary products for women, adult and infant diapers,
new underwear of all sizes.

School supplies
Back packs, spiral notebooks, new pencils, new pens, sheets of
construction paper, 24 pack crayons, glue sticks, scissors,
washable markers, new coloring books.

Monetary donations for shipping are also accepted. 

Ophan Grain Train Kits   (items should be new)

School Kits
1 backpack,                       
2 spiral notebooks                             
2 pencils                         
2 pens                     
10 sheets of construction paper                      
crayons (24 pack)                               
ruler                 
2 glue sticks                       
scissors                   
and washable markers (8 or 10 packs)

Layette Kits
2 diapers (cloth or disposable)                 
baby wipes (travel size)                       
new pacifier                   
new baby bottle                      
sleeper                     
onesie (one piece underwear)                   
receiving blanket                    
blanket

Hygiene Kits
1 bath towel                        
1 wash cloth                       
1 bath size bar of soap (in wrapper)                 
1 toothbrush                 
1 sturdy comb                     
6 band-aids ( ½ " or ¾") secured together.

8th Annual JME Memorial Run/Walk  Please join St. Paul
Frankenlust (6100 Westside Saginaw Rd, Bay City) for a morning
of exercise, fellowship, and remembrance. Our Annual JME (Jerry
M. Eisman, late principal) Memorial Run/Walk will be held
Saturday, Sept. 14, 2019. Children, ages 10 and under, can
participate in the ¼ mile run at 9 a.m. and will receive a medal for
participation. The 1 mile and 2 mile run/walk for all ages will begin
at 9:15 a.m. All races will begin on Ziegler Rd (just next to the
church). Please register online at stpaulbaycity.org/ news-events-
registration by Sept. 6 to guarantee a race t-shirt ($10). All are
welcome! Come for the race and stay for even more family-
friendly fun. Hot dogs, chips, popcorn, pop, bounce house, lawn
games, and more from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. We hope to see you on
Sept. 14!     

Issues, Etc ...Expert Guests, Expansive Topics, Extolling
Christ...Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by
Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted
by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week's teachings include: The
Netflix Docuseries "The Family," Decision Theology, Late 4th
Century/Early 5th Century Bishop Augustine of Hippo, The
Martyrdom of John the Baptist and more.  You can listen live or
on-demand at www.issuesetc.org and on the LPR mobile app.

Sunday School  We offer Sunday School every Sunday for
children 3 & up. Please meet the teacher in the narthex by the
stand with the children's activity bags.

Online Giving   If you'd like to support Grace by giving online,
please go to graceauburn.org/giving to get started.   

Grace at Prayer for Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Invocation
In the Name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. 

The Apostles' Creed

Verse of the Week: Psalm 47:8
God reigns over the nations; God sits on his holy throne.

August 26 Psalm 36 1 Kings 8:22-63 2 Corinthians 4:1-18

August 27 Psalm 72 1 Kings 9:1-10:13 2 Corinthians 5:1-21

August 28 Psalm 48 1 Kings 11:1-26 2 Corinthians 6:1-18

August 29 Psalm 17 1 Kings 11:42-12:19 2 Corinthians 7:1-16

August 30 Psalm 29 1 Kings 12:20 -13:34 2 Corinthians 8:1-24

August 31 Psalm 68 1 Kings 16:29 -17:24 2 Corinthians 9:1-15

September 1 Psalm 47 1 Kings 18:1-19 Ephesians 1:1-23

*If you have any questions about the reading(s), text pastor or email him. 

Writing from the Lutheran Confessions
We believe that the true unity of the Church is not injured by
dissimilar ceremonies instituted by humans, just as the dissimilar
length of day and night does not injure the unity of the Church.
However, it is pleasing to us that, for the sake of peace, universal
ceremonies are kept. We also willingly keep the order of the Mass
in the churches, the Lord's Day, and other more famous festival
days. With a very grateful mind we include the beneficial and
ancient ordinances, especially since they contain a discipline. This
discipline is beneficial for educating and training the people and
those who are ignorant. [Apology, Article VII and VIII (IV): 34]

The Lord's Prayer

Collect for the Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
O Lord, You have called us to enter Your kingdom through the
narrow door. Guide us by Your Word and Spirit, and lead us now
and always into the feast of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen. 

Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit
of faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments.
Monday:  Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for
one's calling and daily work; for the unemployed; for the salvation
and well-being of our neighbors; for Lutheran schools [especially
Zion Beaver and Trinity Monitor] and her teachers; for good
government and for peace. 
Tuesday: Pray for the Church and her pastors, teachers,
musicians, missionaries, and deaconesses.
Wednesday:  Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and
wives, parents and children live in ordered harmony according to
the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for
our communities and neighborhoods.
Thursday: Pray for repentant hearts, that all would confess their
sins and seek our Lord and His forgiveness in the Word and
Sacraments.
Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ and for the spread of His knowledge throughout the whole
world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dying.
Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of
those who are withering in the faith or have fallen away; for
receptive hearts and minds to God's Word on the Lord's Day; for
pastors and people as they prepare to administer and receive
Christ's holy gifts.

In Our Prayers this Week:
-The sick, shut-in, and suffering. 
-The families of our loved ones in the Armed Forces.
-Steadfastness for Christians persecuted throughout the world.
-Protection to all missionaries, especially the Neuendorfs, the
Erbers, and the Roberts.
-God's use of Grace Your Closet to clothe families. 
-Opportunities to share the Gospel with family and friends.
-Love among our members in caring and serving one another.
-Decency and respect in the nation's political discourse.
-Eyes to see the needs of those around us. 
-Joy as we work together as God's People in this world. 

Luther's Morning Prayer or Evening Prayer from the
Catechism

Benedicamus 
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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