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Our Mission Statement
Sharing GRACE

                                   Growing in God's word
Reaching out with love

                                   Announcing forgiveness
                                   Calling the lost

Encouraging everyone

Visit Our Website

Worship Services
This Sunday 9:00 a.m.

Divine Worship

Wednesdays
Matins 8:30 a.m.

Midweek Service 7:00 p.m.

SCRIPTURE LESSONS
Lessons for this coming Sunday:

The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 29:11-19

Ephesians 5:22-33
Mark 7:1-13

Generosity Thoughts   Luke 10:25 - "And behold, a lawyer
stood up to put him to the test, saying, 'Teacher, what shall I do
to inherit eternal life?' " That's just not a good question! Doing
and inheriting just don't go together: what can you do to inherit
the English throne? Nothing. Inheriting is about birthright; doing
is about merit. We receive eternal life by birth right in our
Baptism into Christ. All of our doing in the Kingdom of God
flows from who we are by our new birth. It can never be the
other way around. 

Notices 

We are collecting for Lutheran World Relief kits until the
end of September. Lists of items needed are on the
Usher's desk.  Please take a copy for your shopping
reference.
Executive Board Meeting is Tuesday, August 28 at             
7:00 p.m.
Saturday morning Women's Bible Study begins on
September 8 at 8:30 a.m.
Regular Quarterly Voters Meeting is Sunday, Sept. 23 at
11:30 a.m.
Special Voters Meeting is Sunday, October 7 at 11:30 a.m. 
Topic:  Deaconess Intern Vote. Any member who would
like a specific agenda item included to please contact
President Paul Varner or Vice President Kim
Herbolsheimer.

If your contact information changes,
please notify the church office at 989-662-6161 or

office.graceauburn@gmail.com

Birthdays/Anniversaries

Birthdays
Kim Gray , 24th; Rosemary Bush , 25th; Gayle Wood , 28th;

John Beckert , 28th; Lois Pruss , 28th; Sue Roth , 28th;
Annette Rudick , 29th; Allyson Hundley , 30th; 

Fay Schroeder , 31st    

Anniversaries
Jim and Janet Dietlein , 29th; Bob and Karen Wegener , 31st

Prayer Requests: Melissa Netkowski, Shirley Gray,
Gordon Marner, Jim Emerson, Ruth Roth, Tracey
Storey, Roland Taglauer.

Encouraging One Another  In our thoughts and prayers this
week is Ruth Roth.  If you wish to send her a card or note, her
address is 700 N. Pine Rd. Apt 123, Bay City, MI 48708.

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Schedule for 2018-2019 
Sunday morning Bible study for
the next year will include many
topics. Instead of one study, we'll
have many studies to keep it
fresh. On Sunday, September 9,
we'll begin a new study on Revelation called "Revelation for the
Rest of Us!" It will be a brief look at a book that's often
misunderstood but provides much comfort to us knowing that
the victory is already ours in Christ. Other studies this upcoming
year will include the following: Revelation (September-
November), "Once He Came in Blessing": A Study of Christ's
Advent in History, Mystery, and Majesty (December), Christ Has
Set Us Free: A Study on Galatians (January-February), The
Psalms of Lent (March-April), The Resurrection in Scripture
(April-May), Minor Prophets (Summer).

Monday Morning Bible Stud y will start up again this fall on
September 10th at 10:00 am. Kantor Beethe will be facilitating
the class. We will be studying "God's Word" from the Lutheran
Difference Series. From the introduction: "Sometimes it is
difficult to understand why, if everyone is using the same Bible,
there are different teachings across denominational lines. The
differences do not reside in the written text, that is, the shapes
formed by ink on paper. Rather, they lie primarily in the
assumptions made by the readers. How do these Lutheran
assumptions of biblical interpretation compare or contrast with
those of other church bodies? How do they compare to your
own?" Hope to see you there! 

NEW Wednesday Evening Bible Study  There
has been an interest in a midweek study at Grace
so starting Wednesday, September 12, we'll begin
a study on prayer. This study will start at 6pm and
go until 6:45pm every Wednesday. The study will go for six
weeks and then we'll start a study on witnessing. Whereas the
Sunday morning studies will often focus on a book of the Bible,
the Wednesday studies will be more topical in nature.

Choirs begin their new year on September 13 The Handbell
Choir and Senior Choir begin the new choir year on September
13, with Bells at 6pm and Senior Choir at 7pm. We are always
looking for new members, so if you are interested, please talk to
Nathan, either after service, by email at
kantor.graceauburn@gmail.com, or by calling him at 460-8014.

Grace Softball team  at Trinity Monitor Tournament and their
cheering squad

Grace Your Closet Update   Starting in September (Sept. 18),
we will now have our sorting nights on the third Tuesday of each
month.  The time will remain the same from 6:00-8:00.  We are
still in the process of swapping out summer clothes for more
fall/winter choices and would love to have anyone with some
free time that night to join us.

On August 18th we served 19 families who were able to take
home 464 items.  It was a busy day and our volunteers were
amazing!  Thank you to Ruth Schian, Jan Reisig, Jan Vennix,
Linda Varner, Kim Herbolsheimer, Carol and Morgan Harrison,
Debbie Pyle and Ernie and Karla Weiss for coming and
helping.  The extra help allowed us to be able to clean out and
organize our storage room, as well as put out more winter
items, while our guests "shopped" for their items.

The next Saturday that the Closet will be open is Saturday,
September 15, and we are still in need of some volunteers.  If
you are not able to join us on Tuesdays for sorting, the
Saturdays that the closet is open is another great opportunity
for our Grace congregation to be involved in this very important
ministry outreach program.  If you are able to help out in
September - no experience necessary - please sign up on the
sheet in the Narthex, and thank you again for always supporting
Grace Your Closet.

Silent Auction   Rosie and Jennifer Taglauer won the Silent
Auction bid for the beautiful handmade quilt. 

The first "Thursday Morning Friends" gathering  this fall on
September 13 in the Common Room.  Rev. Bob Roberts and
his wife, Eileen, have been back to Africa teaching at the
seminary in Yambio, South Sudan and sharing in the work being
done at a new orphanage, Children of Hope, in Gambella,
Ethiopia, where over 250 orphans were moved after the
orphanage in South Sudan was bombed.  [As you remember,
Rev. Roberts supported us as a pastor during our recent pastor
vacancy.] A recent article in the Michigan Section of the August
2018 Lutheran Witness entitled "Michigan Couple Spreads
Gospel at South Sudan Seminary" shares the Robert's work.
Check it out and come hear about the unimaginable sufferings
and hardships these families and children endure and their
eagerness to hear of the love and peace of Christ.  The
Robert's will also share the good news of the quickly growing
Lutheran church body there. Grace has been a congregation
very supportive of mission ministry. In the coming months there
will be various events planned here at Grace to provide us the
opportunity to support the ministry in South Sudan. Learn as
much as you can about this ministry on September 13 and then
join the congregation in supporting the people of South Sudan.

Sunday Evening Christian Bowling League  Anyone
interested in bowling in an every other Sunday fun Christian
bowling league starting the first Sunday after Labor Day, please
contact Terry McNally ( 989-513-1964 or tjmcnally@yahoo.com)
or Gary Pyle (989-513-1979 or blurule@charter.net ) The fees
are $12 per person per Sunday for a 4 person team in a non-
sanctioned fun league, the last night of bowling is free. All are
welcome to join. If you know someone outside of Grace that
would like to join, please invite them.

Mums for MOST  Once again we are partnering 
with Kutchey Greenhouse for our Mums for
MOST fundraiser. Proceeds from this years sale
will go to upcoming MOST Mission Trips.
Currently we have vouchers for sale at $12 each
or 2/$20. Vouchers can be redeemed immediately. We will have
Mums on site for sale on September 9, after church, for the
same prices. See Paula Wegener, Karen Rauschenberger, Sue
Roth or the church office for vouchers or questions.

Mats for the Homeless   Can you crochet? Tie bags together
and make a ball out of them? All of these jobs are important to
make sleeping mats for  the homeless.  There has been ladies
that have been working on some of these jobs during the
summer  and are ready to put the mats together.  We need your
help. Please join us on October 16 and November 20 from 6:30
to 8. We will start again on February 19 and March 19 from 6:30
to 8. Please join us on the 3rd Tuesday of those months.  

Most Ministries Annual Fundraising Luncheon 
September 8, 2018
Washtenaw Community College
You are invited to join MOST Ministries at its
Annual Fundraising Event as it partners with the
Michigan District, LCMS to launch a permanent
eyeglass clinic in South Africa! Featured speakers include
Michigan District President, Rev. David P. E. Maier, and Tim and
Beth Heiney, who will share their personal testimonies about
international mission work and the blessing that short-term
teams can be for international communities and churches.
Come hear how God opens doors when the body of Christ
answers the call to go into the harvest field. Donations given at
this event will be matched by the Michigan District Here We
Stand campaign's "International Ministry Initiative." The initial
donation will benefit MOST Ministries operations and the
matching funds will go towards the new South Africa eye clinic
project. Please call 734.994.7909 or
email kbone@mostministries.org no later than August 20 to
request a seat at this event. For more information regarding
MOST Ministries, click here.

"Remember Whose You Are" One-Day Conference
September 15, 2018 | Peace, Shelby Township
POBLO and Peace Lutheran Church invites pastors, teachers,
youth ministers, and parents to attend a special conference for
leaders looking to engage, educate, and equip youth to impact
others with the Gospel. Come and learn the difference between
Christianity and Islam and hear testimonies about what it means
to be "unequally yoked." Registration is $10/person ($15 at the
door). To register, click here. For more information, contact
Marco at 586.718.1776 or Cynthia at 248.659.2063.

FORE!!   Heads up, it's time to 
start thinking about the annual
VLHS Golf Outing! The Golf
outing is September 15
beginning at 8:00am at Apple
Mountain in Freeland. Join
members of the Valley Family
for a great day of fellowship,
fun, and of course golf! This year, golfers get at reduced rate of
$85 with all the same great benefits, including: 18 holes of golf
w/ cart, continental breakfast, and a buffet lunch - plus you
support a great school! We hope you'll join this fun event and
help raise valuable scholarship funds making Valley Lutheran
High School accessible for students who otherwise might not be
able to attend. Call the school office at 989-790-1676 to register
or for more information. Sponsorship opportunities still
available, also!

Orphan Grain Train  is starting up in Michigan and needs our
help!  Reaching into 67 countries with the message of Jesus to
accompany humanitarian aid and mercy care, Orphan Grain
Train for 27 years has responded to human need with the love
of Jesus.  OGT distributes food, clothing, medical supplies,
Christian literature, school materials, tools, personal transport
devices for the disabled, and more. Orphan Grain Train also
quickly responds domestically with disaster relief when
hurricanes, fires, or drought place people and livelihoods in
jeopardy.  The new Orphan Grain Train Michigan located in
Sebewaing is the first formal presence for OGT in our state.  A
new branch warehouse facility opens there soon.  For more
information about Orphan Grain Train, visit www.ogt.org or
contact Orphan Grain Train Michigan Branch Manager, Pastor
David Reed EM, 989-600-2264.

Orphan Grain Train
Michigan Congregational Associate

Being sought is one individual or couple within each LCMS
congregation willing to undertake the following:
Acquaint oneself generally with Orphan Grain Train by visiting
its website

Be the communication liaison into your congregation.
Be able to receive Orphan Grain Train-Michigan
information via email.
Convey notices for bulletins/newsletters to church office for
inclusion with permission.
Keep one's pastor acquainted with news from Orphan
Grain Train--Michigan.

Share contact information to connect others locally interested in
Orphan Grain Train.

If you are interested in volunteering to help support this ministry,
please get in touch with Pastor Reed.  

Bethlehem Lutheran School  is looking for an Extended Day
Teacher for 10-15 hours a week. Hours are 3:00-5:45 pm
Monday-Friday depending on student count. Must pass a State
of Michigan Background Check. Will work with students grades
K-8. If interested please contact Dr. Nicole Frederick at
nfrederick@bethlehemsaginaw.org or 989-755-1144 ext 212. 

Issues, Etc. ESSENTIAL EXERCISE FOR THE CHRISTIAN
MIND...Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast hosted by
LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken and produced by Lutheran Public
Radio in Collinsville, IL.  This week's subjects include:
Confirmation Hearings on Supreme Court Nominee Brett
Kavanaugh, Numbering Our Days, Late 4th/Early 5th Century
Bishop Augustine of Hippo, Old Testament Prophet Joshua and
more.  You can listen live or on-demand at
www.issuesetc.org and on the LPR mobile app.

Grace at Prayer for Fourteenth Sunday after Penteco st

Invocation
In the Name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Apostles' Creed

Verse of the Week: Psalm 17:6
I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God; incline your ear to me; hear
my words.

August 27 Psalm 72 1 Kings 9:1-10:13 2 Corinthians 5:1-21

August 28 Psalm 48 1 Kings 11:1-26 2 Corinthians 6:1-18

August 29 Psalm 17 1 Kings 11:42-12:19 2 Corinthians 7:1-16

August 30 Psalm 29 1 Kings 12:20-13:34 2 Corinthians 8:1-24

August 31 Psalm 68 1 Kings 16:29-17:24 2 Corinthians 9:1-15

September 1 Psalm 47 1 Kings 18:1-19 Ephesians 1:1-23

September 2 Psalm 138 1 Kings 18:20-40 Ephesians 2:1-22

Writing from the Lutheran Confessions
Since we receive forgiveness of sins and the Holy Spirit through faith
alone, faith alone justifies. For those reconciled are counted as righteous
and as God's children. This is not because of their own purity, but through
mercy for Christ's sake, provided only that they receive this mercy through
faith. So Scripture testifies that by faith we are accounted righteous
(Romans 3:26). We will add testimonies that clearly declare that faith is
that very righteousness through which we are accounted righteous before
God. This is not because faith is a work that is worthy in itself. It is
because faith receives the promise by which God has declared that, for
Christ's sake, He wishes to show favor to those believing in Him, or
because God knows that Christ Jesus was "made our wisdom and our
righteousness and sanctification and redemption" (1 Corinthians 1:30).
[Apology, Article IV (II), 46]

The Lord's Prayer

Collect for the Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Almighty and merciful God, defend Your Church from all false teaching and
error that Your faithful people may confess You to be the only true God and
rejoice in Your good gifts of life and salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
Sunday:  Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of
faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments.
Monday:  Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one's
calling and daily work; for the unemployed; for the salvation and well-being
of our neighbors; for Lutheran schools [especially Zion Beaver and Trinity
Monitor] and her teachers; for good government and for peace.
Tuesday:  Pray for the Church and her pastors, teachers, musicians,
missionaries, and deaconesses.
Wednesday:  Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives,
parents and children live in ordered harmony according to the Word of
God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our communities and
neighborhoods.
Thursday:  Pray for repentant hearts, that all would confess their sins and
seek our Lord and His forgiveness in the Word and Sacraments.
Friday:  Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ
and for the spread of His knowledge throughout the whole world; for the
persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dying.
Saturday:  Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who
are withering in the faith or have fallen away; for receptive hearts and
minds to God's Word on the Lord's Day; for pastors and people as they
prepare to administer and receive Christ's holy gifts.

In Our Prayers this Week:
-The sick, shut-in, and suffering.
-The families of our loved ones in the Armed Forces.
-Growth for Grace Lutheran Church.
-Steadfastness for Christians persecuted throughout the world.
-Unity among the mid-Michigan congregations in caring for the poor.
-God's use of Grace Your Closet to clothe families.
-Wisdom to put the best construction on everything.
-Opportunities to share the Gospel with family and friends.
-Those suffering from the floods in the east and the fires in the west.
-Wisdom as we consider a deaconess intern.

Luther's Morning Prayer or Evening Prayer from the Catechism

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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