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GENEROSITY THOUGHTS

1 Corinthians 4:2 "Moreover, it is
required of stewards that they be found
trustworthy." A steward manages the
property of the owner for the owner's
purposes. We are stewards of all that God
has given us. So we are called to use all
that we are and all that we have for God's
purposes. How do we know what these
are? Consider your vocations, your
callings from God, in the Home, the
Church, and Society: what are the roles
God has called you to play? And how
should you be using the gifts He's given
you to fulfill those roles?

ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY TO

RECEIVE BODY & BLOOD

On Thursday nights, starting Dec. 7,
Grace will provide an additional
opportunity to receive Holy Communion.
This will be a twenty minute spoken
service that will start at 5:40 p.m.

ENCOURAGING ONE

ANOTHER

In our thoughts and prayers this week  
is Vi Koehler.  If you wish to send
her a card or note, her address is
268 W. Midland Rd., Auburn.    

MONTHLY HYMN SING 

Nathan continues to lead
hymn  sings at the nursing
homes and assisted living
facilities in the Auburn area. We will be
at Plainview on Tuesday, December 19 at
2 p.m.   Please come and join us whether
you want to sing or not.

LADIES OF GRACE PARTY

 A good time was had by all!!

REFORMATION IN ADVENT

The 500th Reformation celebration spills
over into Advent this year! During the
midweek Advent services, we're
proclaiming the solas ("alone") of the
Reformation: grace alone (December 6),
faith alone (December 13), and scripture
alone (December 20)! Don't miss out on
this opportunity to hear how these solas
of the Reformation brought comfort,
courage, and certainty to the beloved Dr.
Martin Luther and how they bring the
same to us now 500 years later. We're
saved by grace alone through faith alone
revealed in the scriptures alone!  

CHURCH SECURITY

Due to recent events, your elders and the
E Board are working towards a security
plan for Grace, in the interim our initial
approach is outlined below.  If any
members have concerns or would like to
voice their opinions please contact
Gordon (Elder Chair) or Don
(Congregation President). All church
entrances except for the main door will
be locked at 9:05, so please use the main
entrance at that time. The main entrance
will be locked at 9:20, so please use the
doorbell to the right of the door and the
elder on duty or his designee will let you
in. We will be refining this plan over the
coming weeks.

ISSUES, ETC. 

Your comprehensive source for new
information and truth...Issues, Etc. is a
radio talk show and podcast produced by
Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL
and hosted by LCMS Pastor  Todd
Wilken.  This week's topics
include: Media Coverage of Religion,
Pop American Christian-ity, Christ in the
Old Testament, The Birth of Jesus
Foretold, The Lutheran Confessions,
Philip & the Ethiopian Eunuch and more.
You  can listen to what you want when
you want at  www.issuesetc.org and on
the Lutheran Public Radio mobile app.

SCRIPTURE LESSONS
     Lessons for this coming Sunday

Third Sunday in Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
 John 1:6-8, 19-28

NOTICES

Grace Your Closet is open on
Saturday, December 16th.
Trustees meet on December 19th
at 6:30 p.m.

PRAYER REQUESTS

Melissa Netkowski, Shirley Gray,
Mike Stark, Steve Lindstrom,
Gordon Marner and Vi Koehler.

Worship Services

This Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Divine Worship

Advent Services 7:00 p.m.
Every Wednesday

Christmas Eve Services 
Sunday, December 24th

9 a.m., 7 p.m. and 10 p.m.

Christmas Day Service  
9:00 a.m.

New Year's Eve Services 
Sunday, December 31

9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays 

 Janice Fogg, 15th; Mason Lazarowicz,
18th; Jessica Varner, 20th; Steven Van

Tol, 21st; Anika
Lemke, 23th; Rita Saxton, 24th; Justin

Varner, 24th; Ruth Wegener, 24th;
Brian Keidel, 26th; Irene Taglauer,

26th; Art Love, 26th; Dallas Eichman,
28th; Cam Morford, 28th

Anniversaries
28 Al & Edie Ousterhout, 49th

HOME BIBLE STUDY

The next Sunday Evening
 Home Bible Study will
meet on Dec. 17 at the

home of Ernie and Karla Weiss,
1046 E. Wilder Rd. beginning at
6:30 p.m.

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday School is available every
Sunday morning following the
church service.  All children ages 3
to 10 are welcome.  If you have any
questions, please speak to Annette
Rudick. Join us for fun and
learning in Room 1!  

VLHS BENEFIT DINNER

AND AUCTION 

It's Valley's 40th Anniversary Year
& 15th Anniversary Year of our
VLHS Benefit Dinner & Auction! 
Our Theme is "Caribbean
Nights."  Please save the date
for Saturday, February 24, 2018, at
Apple Mountain Conference
Center.  Your support has impacted
Valley Lutheran with improve-
ments in programs, equipment,
transportation, physical school
improvements, and most
importantly STUDENT AID.
Thank you for your past support of
VLHS!  We could use your
help again - we are asking for items
to be donated and put up for bid
(merchandise, tickets, services,
vacation homes,gift cards, etc.).
There are also opportunities to
participate by way of prayer,
advertising, sponsorship, or
attending the auction. Click on our
auction link 
www.vlhsauction.com for more
information and check out our
often-updated list of items. Watch
your bulletin and/or church
message board for registration
brochures. For further information
or questions, you may call Valley
Lutheran at 790-1676.

CHURCH CAMP 2018

A NOTE FROM LCMS MISSIONARIES, JAMES & CHRISTEL

GRACE AT PRAYER FOR THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Invocation
In the Name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Apostles' Creed

Verse of the Week: Psalm 119:81
My soul longs for your salvation; I hope in your word.

December 18 Psalm 47 Isaiah 34:1-35:10 Revelation 6:1-17

December 19 Psalm 103 Isaiah 40:1-17 Revelation 7:1-17

December 20 Psalm 141 Isaiah 40:18-41:10 Revelation 8:1-13

December 21 Psalm 102 Isaiah 42:1-25 Revelation 9:1-12

December 22 Psalm 125 Isaiah 43:1-24 Revelation 9:13-10:11

December 23 Psalm 39 Isaiah 43:25-44:20 Revelation 11:1-19

December 24 Psalm 98 Isaiah 44:21-45:25 Revelation 12:1-17

Writing from the Lutheran Confessions
God's two chief works among people are these: to terrify; to justify and make alive
those who have been terrified. Into these two works all Scripture has been
distributed. The one part is the Law, which shows, reproves, and condemns sins. The
other part is the Gospel, that is, the promise of grace bestowed in Christ. This
promise is constantly repeated in the whole of Scripture, first having been delivered
to Adam <"I will put enmity" in Genesis 3:15>, afterward, to the patriarchs. Then, it
was still more clearly proclaimed by the prophets. Lastly, it was preached and set
forth among the Jewish people by Christ and then spread out over the entire world by
the apostles. All the saints were justified through faith in this promise, and not by
their own attrition or contrition. [Apology XIIA(V):53:54]

The Lord's Prayer

Collect for Week of the Third Sunday in Advent
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of
our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of
faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments.
Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one's calling and
daily work; for the unemployed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors;
for Lutheran schools [especially Zion Beaver and Trinity Monitor] and her teachers;
for good government and for peace.
Tuesday: Pray for the Church and her pastors, teachers, musicians, missionaries, and
deaconesses.
Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and
children live in ordered harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who
must raise children alone; for our communities and neighborhoods.
Thursday: Pray for repentant hearts, that all would confess their sins and seek our
Lord and His forgiveness in the Word and Sacraments.
Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the
spread of His knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and
oppressed; for the sick and dying.
Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are
withering in the faith or have fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God's
Word on the Lord's Day; for pastors and people as they prepare to administer and
receive Christ's holy gifts.

In Our Prayers this Week:
-The sick, shut-in, and suffering.
-The families of our loved ones in the Armed Forces.
-Opportunities for witnessing Christ to family, friends, and co-workers.
-Growth for Grace Lutheran Church.
-Those in our families who have walked away from the Faith.
-Steadfastness for Christians persecuted throughout the world.
-Unity among the mid-Michigan congregations in caring for the poor.
-God's use of Grace Your Closet to clothe families.
-Faithful use of the gifts God has given to us.
-Self-examination during this penitential season of Advent.

Luther's Morning Prayer or Evening Prayer from the Catechism

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lutheran Hour
Radio:  Sunday morning on WSAM-AM 1400

 from 8:30 - 9:00 A.M.
Internet: lutheranhour.org

Grace Lutheran Church
Church Office Hours M-W-F   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

 (989) 662-6161
http://www.graceauburn.org

Pastor Aaron Schian
aaronschian@yahoo.com 

 (607) 972-5792
303 W. Ruth St.

Auburn, MI 48611
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Our Mission Statement   

Sharing GRACE - Growing in God's word, Reaching out with love,

Announcing forgiveness, Calling the lost, Encouraging everyone
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