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THANK YOU!

Thank you so much for all the Christmas
gifts. We truly appreciate them.  
Lynn and Cari

GENEROSITY THOUGHTS

Luke 2:39 "And when they had
performed everything according to the
Law of the Lord ..." The Law of God is
good. Of course, it always shows us our
sins: but that is good, too! We need to be
driven back to the forgiveness of Christ.
But the Law also shows us the truly
blessed way to live - as Mary and Joseph
found their joy in a godly life, so should
we see the Law as a guide for Christian
living, as the roadmap for saying thank
you to the Lord for all His grace and
mercy to us.

THURSDAY A.M. FRIENDS

Please join us on Thursday, January 11th
when Bonnie Fritz will present Facts...
Just the Facts...of Aging at 10:00 a.m. in
the Common Room.

PLAINVIEW SERVICE

The Plainview service will take place on
the second Tuesday of each month at
1:00 pm. This month will be January 9.

HOME BIBLE STUDY

The next Sunday Evening Home Bible
Study will meet on January 21 at the
home of Gordy and Fay Schroeder, 319
Short St. beginning at 6:30 p.m.

ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY

TO RECEIVE BODY & BLOOD

On Thursday nights, starting Dec. 7,
Grace will provide an additional
opportunity to receive Holy
Communion. This will be a twenty
minute spoken service that will start at
5:40 p.m.

CHURCH SECURITY

Due to recent events, your elders and the
E Board are working towards a security
plan for Grace, in the interim our initial
approach is outlined below.  If any
members have concerns or would like to
voice their opinions please contact
Gordon (Elder Chair) or Don
(Congregation President). All church
entrances except for the main door will
be locked at 9:05, so please use the main
entrance at that time. The main entrance
will be locked at 9:20, so please use the
doorbell to the right of the door and the
elder on duty or his designee will let you
in. We will be refining this plan over the
coming weeks.

NEW LIGHT SWITCHES 

There are many new light switches in
our building that are Eco-friendly. Please
do not turn the light switches off and on.
They are automated and should come on
automatically and will also shut off after
a certain amount of time.  Thank You 

WHAT LEGACY WILL YOU

LEAVE? 

We all desire significance -- to lead
happy and fulfilled lives surrounded by
family and friends.  And for many of us,
there is a compelling need to make a
difference - to leave a lasting impact on
the people dearest to us and the world in
which we live. 

The search for significance and desire to
plan for the future leads many to ponder
their legacy.  What kind of legacy will
you leave?  A bequest is perhaps the
easiest and most tangible way to have a
lasting impact on the people and
organizations that mean the most to you. 
And a bequest may be an effective way
to make a gift and lessen the burden of
taxes on your family and on your estate. 

Join Bill Burmeister, Michigan District
Gift Planning Counselor on Sunday,
January 21, 2018 after the 9:00 service,
to learn more about leaving a legacy. Bill
can also help you explore a variety of
possibilities for fulfilling your legacy
goals while making a significant gift to
ministry at the same time.  There is no
cost or obligation to you and all
conversations are kept confidential. For
more information contact Bill at
800-242-3944 or bill.burmeister@mi-
cef.org. 

GRACE LIBRARY 

Dear Grace members, 
We want to thank those
people who so faithfully
chose many wonderful
books for our school library.  The time
has now come to make available these
books to others. Adult, young adult, and
young children's books have already
been chosen and will remain for Grace
members' use. The remaining books are
now available to Grace members.  Come
on these dates; January 8, 9, and 10,
2018 between the hours of  10 a.m.  and 
noon to pick out some old favorites. to
take with you. After this time, books will
be shared with  Beacon of Hope, Bay
City and Saginaw and New Hope
Village, a new home for homeless
families located in the Midland area.
Any remaining books will be taken by
Jack Crowell who will send them to
mission areas in Africa. Any questions
can be addressed to Kim Herbolsheimer,
Lynn Schmidt, Ruth Wegener, or Pastor.

SCRIPTURE LESSONS
     Lessons for this coming Sunday

First Sunday after Christmas
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 4:4-7
 Luke 2:22-40

NOTICES

Young Adult Bible study is on
Tuesday, January 2 at
Gimmicks.

PRAYER REQUESTS

Melissa Netkowski, Shirley Gray,
Mike Stark, Steve Lindstrom,
Gordon Marner, Vi Koehler, Dan
Bale and Carol Mularz.

Worship Services

This Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Divine Worship

Advent Services 7:00 p.m.
Every Wednesday

New Year's Eve Services 
Sunday, December 31

9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays

Joel Herbolsheimer, 1st; Casey Kent,
2nd; Austin Tomczak, 6th; Merry  

Lee, 6th; Mindy Taglauer, 10th; Dustin
Wegener, 12th; Kevin Feinauer, 13th;

Wanita Smith, 15th; Bridgitte  
Feinauer, 17th; Gene Bartz, 18th;  

Jill Lazarowicz, 19th; Phillip Frank, 20th;
Geri Anne Schmidt, 21st; Paul Wood,

23rd; Debi Stieve, 25th; Edie  
Ousterhout, 25th; Elsie Hughes, 25th;
Jim Prahl, 25th; Sheryl Seaver, 25th;

Elaine Prahl, 26th; Connor Hughes, 27th;
Emma Kubiak, 29th; Debbie
Garcia, 30th; Maria Kalitta

Anniversary
Todd and Denise Gray, 8th

ENCOURAGING ONE

ANOTHER

In our thoughts and prayers this
week is Steve Lindstrom.  If you
wish to send him a card or note, his
address is 8321 Webster, Apt. 102,
Freeland, MI 48623. 

THANK YOU

Thanks to all for the cards that help
to brighten my day. Also, thanks
for the Christmas poinsettia and
fruit plate.  God bless you all!
Barb Reiss

QUILTING RESUMES 

In January, we start
our quilting for  the new
year. We will be having  
2 sessions per month in
2018. Volunteers may
come to one or both as they feel
they are able. We will be working
on the 2nd and 3rd Mondays of
each month as the schedule permits
- January through September. This
January, our dates are the 8th and
the 15th. We will again be working
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. We
continue to meet at the Gengler
home at 1625 Wilder Rd. Bring a
sack lunch and willing hands and
hearts. No previous experience is
needed as we have all kinds of
tasks to perform, and most can be
easily learned. We have
handicapped access to everything if
you need it.

CHICKEN BBQ DINNER

AT VALLEY LUTHERAN 

You are invited to a little
taste of summer on
Sunday,  January 7,
2018.  The St. John
Amelith Men's
Athletic Club is
once again barbequing chicken at
Valley Lutheran.  Dinner begins
at 11:00 a.m. and will be served
until 1:30 p.m..  This includes real
mashed potatoes, corn, a roll,
homemade coleslaw, and pie.  Price
is $11 for a half chicken meal or $9
for a quarter chicken meal.  Please
consider joining us or order
for take-out on Sunday, January
7th.  Proceeds will benefit the
athletic, drama and music
departments at Valley Lutheran. 
Thank you for your support!  

CHURCH EXTENSION

FUND 

Do not pass this opportunity to
combine good-sense investment of
your savings with good steward-
ship. Your investment with the
Church Extension Fund makes
building loans possible for LCMS
churches and schools. This month,
CEF is offering very attractive rates
on all of its investments for
individuals and organizations.
Grow your savings and
simultaneously help build the fund
that helps build its ministry
facilities. Call 800.242.3944 or
visit www.mi-cef.org for
information

CHURCH CAMP 2018

GRACE AT PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS 1 

Invocation
In the Name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Apostles' Creed

Verse of the Week: Psalm 113:2
Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth and forevermore!

January 1 Psalm 21 Isaiah 61:1-11 Luke 1:57-80

January 2 Psalm 98 Isaiah 62:1-12 Luke 2:1-20

January 3 Psalm 110 Isaiah 63:1-14 Luke 2:21-40

January 4 Psalm 40 Isaiah 63:15-65:7 Luke 2:41-52

January 5 Psalm 10 Isiah 65:8-25 Luke 3:1-20

January 6 Psalm 45 Isaiah 66:1-20 Luke 3:21-38

January 7 Psalm 46 Ezekiel 1:1-28 Romans 1:1-17

Writing from Martin Luther
When I feel that I have become cool and joyless in prayer because of other tasks or
thoughts (for the flesh and the devil always impede and obstruct prayer), I take my
little psalter, hurry to my room, or, if it be the day and hour for it, to the church
where a congregation is assembled and, as time permits, I say quietly to myself and
word-for-word the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and, if I have time, some words
of Christ or of Paul, or some psalms, just as a child might do. It is a good thing to let
prayer be the first business of the morning and the last at night. Guard yourself
carefully against those false, deluding ideas which tell you, "Wait a little while. I
will pray in an hour; first I must attend to this or that." Such thoughts get you away
from prayer into other affairs which so hold your attention and involve you that
nothing comes of prayer for that day.

The Lord's Prayer

Collect for Week of Christmas 1
Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, still You provide for all
our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge
Your gifts, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of
faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments.
Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one's calling
and daily work; for the unemployed; for the salvation and well-being of our
neighbors; for Lutheran schools [especially Zion Beaver and Trinity Monitor] and
her teachers; for good government and for peace.
Tuesday: Pray for the Church and her pastors, teachers, musicians, missionaries, and
deaconesses.
Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and
children live in ordered harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who
must raise children alone; for our communities and neighborhoods.
Thursday: Pray for repentant hearts, that all would confess their sins and seek our
Lord and His forgiveness in the Word and Sacraments.
Friday : Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the
spread of His knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and
oppressed; for the sick and dying.
Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are
withering in the faith or have fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God's
Word on the Lord's Day; for pastors and people as they prepare to administer and
receive Christ's holy gifts.

In Our Prayers this Week:
-The sick, shut-in, and suffering.
-The families of our loved ones in the Armed Forces.
-Opportunities for witnessing Christ to family, friends, and co-workers.
-Growth for Grace Lutheran Church.
-Those in our families who have walked away from the Faith.
-Steadfastness for Christians persecuted throughout the world.
-Unity among the mid-Michigan congregations in caring for the poor.
-God's use of Grace Your Closet to clothe families.
-Faithful use of the gifts God has given to us.

Luther's Morning Prayer or Evening Prayer from the Catechism

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lutheran Hour
Radio:  Sunday morning on WSAM-AM 1400

 from 8:30 - 9:00 A.M.
Internet: lutheranhour.org

Grace Lutheran Church
Church Office Hours M-W-F   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

 (989) 662-6161
http://www.graceauburn.org

Pastor Aaron Schian
aaronschian@yahoo.com 

 (607) 972-5792
303 W. Ruth St.

Auburn, MI 48611
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Our Mission Statement   

Sharing GRACE - Growing in God's word, Reaching out with love,

Announcing forgiveness, Calling the lost, Encouraging everyone
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