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Sharing GRACE

Growing in God's word, Reaching out with love Announcing
forgiveness, Calling the lost, Encouraging everyone
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SCRIPTURE LESSONS
Lessons for this coming Sunday:

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 40:21-31

1 Corinthians 9:16-27
Mark 1:29-39

GENEROSITY THOUGHTS Luke 8:5 "And as he sowed, some
fell along the path and was trampled underfoot. . ." Know any
farmers like this? Who just throw their crop seed wherever?
That's crazy! But God's ways are not our ways - He is generous
beyond compare! He delights in giving. As we are more and
more conformed to his image, may we learn the joy of
generosity and giving as well!

PRAYER REQUESTS  Melissa Netkowski, Shirley Gray, Mike
Stark, Gordon Marner, Vi Koehler and Findley Varner.

ALTAR FLOWERS Check the flower chart on the hallway
bulletin board to sign up for flowers for the Altar. 
Flowers are $30.00 and make a beautiful addition
to our Altar area.  Place them for a special date or
just because.  Put in the offering plate and mark it
flowers or pay in the office.

NOTICES  

The Evan/Stewardship Board meets Tuesday,  February 6
at 6:00 p.m.
Grace Your Closet will be sorting clothes on Monday,
February 5 at 6:30 p.m.

ENCOURAGING ONE ANOTHER In our thoughts and prayers
this week is Ilene Taglauer.  If you wish to send her a card or
note, her address is 4205 S. Nine Mile,  Auburn. 

THANK YOU I would like to thank my church family for thinking
of me with thoughts, prayers and cards. Les and I appreciate
your thoughtfulness; this always makes for a cheerful day.
Thanks again and God Bless. Shirley and Les Gray

THURSDAY A.M. FRIENDS  Thursday Morning Friends on
February 8 at 10am has invited pastor to speak. His
presentation is "Waiting for the Resurrection: What the
Resurrection Means for Me both Here in Time and There In
Eternity!" Come and learn not only the surprising hope the
resurrection gives us for our future but also the practical ways
the resurrection ought to influence what we do today. 

2018 LENTEN SERVICES AND SUPPERS Lent
kicks off with Ash Wednesday on February 14. 
The imposition of ashes and the Lord's Supper
will be offered on Ash Wednesday. The rest of
the Lenten midweek services will follow the Order
of Vespers and will focus on the theme "The I AM
Sayings of Jesus"! All services begin at 7pm. This year we're
trying to organize meals that will be served before the services
at 6pm. As of right now, only three groups have sponsored
meals: Ladies of Grace (February 14), Evangelism/Stewardship
Board (February 21), and the Choirs (March 7). We still need
several groups to sponsor a Lenten supper. The available
Wednesdays are February 28, March 14, and March 21. These
meals are meant to be simple. Please talk with Lynn if your
group would like to serve a meal.  A free will donation will be
taken for missionaries Jamielynn Tinkey and Christel
Neuendorf.  

YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP  Our next young adult (twenty-
something and thirty-something) fellowship is Tuesday,
February 6, at 7pm. Pastor will lead a discussion on the Ten
Commandments and how they are useful for recognizing the
surprising good works that God plants all around for us to do.
Invite a friend!

MONDAY A.M. BIBLE CLASS The new bible study
started on January 15th at 10:00 am in the Common
Room is "Lost Books?"  Please come and join us.

WELCOME TO GRACE, MIKE AND JULIE POTTER   Mike and
Julie Potter have been received into membership at Grace.
They were members at St. Lorenz (Frankenmuth) for many
years. Recently they moved to Sanford and have been looking
for a home congregation. We're thankful to God that they have
joined the Grace family. What joy! Mike and Julie helped a lot
with the youth at St. Lorenz and they are ready to apply their
experience with the youth here at Grace. Please take time to
introduce yourself to Mike and Julie.   

SUNDAY HIGH SCHOOL FELLOWSHIP AND BIBLE STUDY 
On Sunday, February 18, we will begin offering a weekly
fellowship and Bible study time for high schoolers. Michael
Potter will be leading this fellowship with our high school aged
members following the Divine Service in the youth room [Room
3]. Michael and his wife Julie enjoyed several years helping the
youth at St. Lorenz and now they are part of our Grace family
ready to serve our youth.  The high schoolers that participate
will have opportunities to decide topics of discussion and also
the ways that they could care for those in the community. 

PLASTIC BAGS NEEDED  The Ladies of Grace are going to
make plastic mats for the homeless in March.  We need lots of
plastic shopping bags.  Please bring them in and put them in
the basket under the credenza.

GODLY HABITS YOU CAN BEGIN NOW!  Concordia
Publishing House just put out a book that has really been a joy
to Kantor and Pastor. The book is Thank, Praise, Serve, and
Obey: Recover the Joys of Piety by William Weedon. Get this
book now from CPH or Amazon. Be prepared to see the
catechism in a whole new light as Weedon beautifully unpacks
from the catechism eight godly habits that direct our attention
away from the self to Christ and His promises. Rev. Starke of
St. John Amelith has good things to say about this book:
"'Dude, you HAVE to read this book! I mean, it will blow you
away! Check it out!' These words, penned by Rev. Weedon in a
chapter on 'Confessing Christ,' are also most appropriate with
regard to Thank, Praise, Serve, and Obey! In eight chapters,
Weedon outlines eight godly habits to bless the lives of 'eighth
day,' new-creation, baptized Christians. He masterfully helps
readers take a renewed look at Luther's Small Catechism and
its use as a guide in developing a strong, Christ-centered
devotional life. This book is an 'Easter egg' gem (also defined in
the book!) just waiting to bless its readers!" 

QUILTING FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF has
started again for the new year.  Material bundles are
available to make tops for the quilts.  Contact Gayle
989-662-2347 or Connie 989-450-1593 to get a bundle. 
Instructions are included.

LADIES OF GRACE BEREAVEMENT COMMITTEE  The
Ladies of Grace Bereavement Committee provides and serves
an after-service funeral luncheon in the gym for members of
Grace Congregation upon request.  Barb Vennix and Fay
Schroeder are co-chairs of the committee with help and support
from the committee members and members of the
Congregation.  The Committee will purchase or prepare the
food for the luncheon and solicit/accept food donations from
Congregation members or family and friends of the grieving
family.  A donation from the family to cover the cost of the main
dishes (meat, potatoes, vegetables) is suggested but not
required. 

Donated  food  for  a  funeral  luncheon  does  not  have  to  be
homemade, but can be purchased items such as pickles, olives,
cheese, iced tea, pop, milk, bread/rolls, desserts, deli  salads,
etc.  Some foods can be dropped off in the large kitchen the day
before or early in the morning of the service.  If you would like to
be  added  to  the  phone  list  for  providing  food  or  helping
setup/serve/cleanup  for  funeral  lunches,  please  contact  Fay
Schroeder at  989-662-4503. Having your name on the list does
not  commit  you to  providing  help  or  food for  every  funeral.  
Donations can be made if your name is not on the list.
Support from our Congregation upon the passing of a loved one
is greatly appreciated by the grieving family. 

CRITICAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT  The title of this event
is misleading-the information provided will benefit you wherever
you may be if a critical incident occurs (suspicious package,
bomb threat, active shooter, etc.). Please join us Tuesday,
February 13 at 6:30pm in the gym. Please indicate your intent
to attend on the sign up sheet (usher's desk, Narthex) and to
help us with planning and set up. There is no cost to attend.

ABORTION HEALING, END OF LIFE DECISIONS, SUICIDE,
TEEN PURITY, HUMAN TRAFFICKING: Do you know of
someone dealing with these issues? Are you aware of how you
can help someone who is?  Check out the information on the
Life Table in the narthex to be informed and be a support to
those who are struggling.  Also pick up a precious feet pin to
share the life message with anyone who asks its significance
and don't forget to return your baby bottle in support of Beacon
of Hope by February 4.  For those who didn't get one extra
bottles are available on the table. Thanks for your support!

GRACE YOUR CLOSET UPDATE   It's hard to believe it's been
almost a year since we first started working on opening Grace
Your Closet.  We began this ministry to help others in our
community, but quickly realized that the blessings we receive
are even more than we had hoped to give.  Thank you, once
again, to everyone who has donated clothes and/or hangers,
joined us at our Monday evening clothes sorting parties, worked
the closet on a Saturday and especially for all your prayers.  We
couldn't have done it without all of you.  We were able to give
away over 3700 clothing items to 335 families in 2017 and hope
to even surpass that number in 2018.
Going forward, because of the wonderful volunteers we have
had, we are going to be sorting on ONLY the first Monday of the
month (it was previously the first and third).  Because of all your
generous donations, we don't need more hangers at this time
but could really use baby and kids clothing, juniors and young
men sizes.
We are still in need of additional workers for our next Closet day
- Saturday, February 17 from 10:00-1:00.  If you can help on
that day, or any future date, we would love to have you.  There
is a sign-up sheet located in the Narthex - or you can contact
Karla Weiss or Deb Pyle with any questions. 
Also, be sure to find us and "like" us on Facebook. 
https://www.facebook.com/Grace-Your-Closet

CHILI CHALLENGE 2018   The Chili Cook-Off is set for Sunday,
February 18 starting at 3:00 pm. Registration forms and the
drop box are on the usher's desk in the narthex. At this time we
have 3 chili's registered: "Try This One", "$100 Chili", and "Not
Your Mamas Chili". There is room for more cooks so grab a
registration and sign up today. Funds raised from this event will
go to the Saginaw Zone Lutheran Laymen's League supporting
the Lutheran Hour Broadcast and Camp LuLayLe.

HIGHER THINGS YOUTH TRIP  Dear families, we're seeing if
there's any interest for our youth to go on a trip this summer to
Higher Things. Well, what is Higher Things? Higher Things is a
conference opened to confirmed high school youth and college
students where they will spend four amazing days worshiping
and learning with Lutherans from all over the country, while
getting a taste of college life. The closest conference for us is in
Carbondale, Illinois, from July 10 to July 13. The cost is $385
per youth and includes the conference programming (worship,
catechesis, entertainment activities), 3 nights of on-campus
housing, 9 meals (Tuesday dinner through Friday lunch), and
printed materials and conference T-shirt. As of right now, we're
calling on families to tell me if they have any interested
participants. Please speak with pastor as soon as possible. If
the cost is a problem, there are families in the congregation that
have offered to support the youth on this trip which will bring the
cost down dramatically. Come, "Dare to be Lutheran" and join in
the fun at the Higher Things youth Conference this summer! 

BENEFIT PANCAKE/SAUSAGE BREAKFAST    There will
be a Benefit Pancake/Sausage Breakfast
held at Zion, Beaver on February 4 from 8
a.m. to 12 p.m. for Randy Roth.  Randy
has been a dedicated volunteer firefighter
for Beaver Fire and Rescue for over 25
years.  He has been in hospitals/rehab for over 3 months.  All
proceeds raised will be used for medical expenses.  Prices are
$6 for adults, $5 for children 5-12 and under 5 are free. We are
accepting donations for a Silent Auction.  Any questions, call
Cari Tomczak at 989-577-9489. 

SWISS STEAK DINNER, COUNTRY STORE & BAKE SALE 
The dinner is being held February 11 from 11:30 am to 2:00
pm., or until sold out at Trinity St. James, Munger.  Take-outs
also available.  Donation: adults $10.00, Children: 6-12 $6.00, 5
and under free.  Also check out the Country Store and Bake
Sale.

ISSUES, ETC.   PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION VS. CLASSICAL
LUTHERAN EDUCATION...You can listen to in-depth teachings
by Dr. Thomas Korcok of Concordia University Chicago on
topics like: Methods Driven Education, Socialization,
Technology in the Classroom, The Role of Teacher, Goodness
& Beauty in Education, Teaching Worldviews and more.  Issues,
Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran
Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd
Wilken.  You can listen live or on-demand
at www.issuesetc.org and on the LPR mobile app. 

GOLF FUNDRAISER FOR BRAZIL MISSION TRIP
 A mission team of 27 from Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church is hosting a
golf outing fundraiser at Twin Bridges
Golf Course in Merrill on Saturday, May
19. The cost of $65 includes 18 holes of
golf, cart, dinner and hole prizes.
Proceeds of the event will support a mission trip to Porto
Alegre, Brazil, in July, to work with the ABRASSE daycare and a
local congregation in a poor area of the city. The daycare is the
only opportunity for the children in these communities to break
the cycle of poverty and build better lives for themselves.

To register to play or to be a sponsor, contact Molly Pickard at
989-245-6640  or at mssirrine@yahoo.com.

WELLSPRING LUTHERAN SERVICES AUXILIARY Our
meeting will be held on Thursday, February 15 at Faith Lutheran
on Wilder Rd. in Bay City.  Refreshments will start at 7:00 pm.
Our program will be a bottle Auction with a cost between $5.00-
$8.00.  Either buy a bottle of oil, wine, lotion or fill a mason jar
with candy, nuts, kitchen towel, use your imagine.  Place the
bottle in a gift bag with tissue so no one can see in and don't tell
anyone what you brought. Come join us.

ORGAN CONCERT at Bethlehem Lutheran on
 Friday, March 2, at 7:00pm. The occasion marks the
60th anniversary of the Saginaw Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists. The public is invited to
be a part of this amazing event provided by an stunning
performer, Dr. Charles Ore.

TRINITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL EARLY CHILDHOOD Early
childhood round-up will be held on Monday, February 26th at
6:30 p.m. This is for any family with children age 3 - 5 years
interested in preschool or kindergarten programs. Half-day or
full-day pre-kindergarten options are available. For more
information call our school at 989-662-4891. Trinity is located on
the corner of Salzburg Road & Eight Mile in Monitor Twp.

Grace Lutheran Church of
Auburn

Announces the
2018 Chili Cook-Off Challenge

The Challenge:
The congregation of Grace Lutheran Church, Auburn challenges Zion
(Beaver)
Lutheran Church to a Chili Cook-Off.

Each congregation in encouraged to hold their own Chili Cook Off to
determine
their best three (3) chili cooks - those three representatives shall then
prepare
their Chili for a combined showdown to be held in the gym of Grace
congregation
on Sunday, March 11, 2018. Chili tasting begins at 3:00 PM; ballot
boxes will be
pulled at 4:30 PM, the winner shall be announced at 5:00 PM.

Purpose:
This Chili Cook Off is to promote fellowship within the congregations
and the  
proceeds from all of these events will be sent to (Saginaw Zone)
Lutheran  
Layman League to support local broadcasts of The Lutheran Hour and
Camp
Lu Lay Lea.

Dates:
February 18, 2018 - Grace Congregational Cook-off

March 11 - Grace/Zion (Beaver) showdown

Rules:

This contest is about the Chili; therefore, no contestant shall offer
any accompaniments with their chili. The cook off committee will
provide (cheese, onions, crackers, sour cream, cornbread) at a
central table if the tasters so desire to use them.

1. 

Each contestant shall provide a large pot or crock pot (or two) of their
best chili for the contest.

2. 

Each contestant shall identify if their chili contains any of the
following; dairy, tree nuts, peanuts, shell fish. (this is so that the
tasters with food allergies might avoid any issues).

3. 

To avoid potential favoritism, during the final showdown the chili
dishes will be identified by random number assignment and will be
served by non-cook participants.

4. 

Format:
It is suggested that the congregational contest is limited to the first
twelve (12) paid registrations received. Registration fee is $5.00 per
Chili.

The showdown contest is limited to three (3) Chili dishes from each
congregation - there is no registration fee for the congregational
showdown.

Tasters shall purchase a spoon for $5.00 and will be given five (5)
"vote" tickets. Additional "vote" tickets will be available for purchase (5
for $2.00; 10 for $5.00; 25 for $10.00).

Chili (if any remaining) after the voting time ends will be available for
purchase by the bowl.

After sampling chili(s) the tasters will place their votes in the ballot box
for the chili of their choice. The ballots will be counted and a winner
will be declared.

The winning congregation shall receive a travelling trophy and will be
requested to defend their crown in 2019.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2018 Chili Challenge Registration Form

The registration form is to be turned into the event organizer for your
congregation:

Please complete and submit this form along with your registration fee
indicating your intent to participate in the 2018 Chili Challenge:

Name: __________________________________________________

Contact Info: Mobile: _____________________________________

Email: ______________________________________

Name of your Chili: _______________________________________

Grace at Prayer for Epiphany 5

Invocation

In	the	Name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	+	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	

Amen.	

The	Apostles'	Creed

Verse	of	the	Week:	Psalm	77:15

You	with	your	arm	redeemed	your	people,	the	children	of	Jacob	

and	Joseph.

February	5 Psalm	31 Job	2:1-3:10 John	1:19-34

February	6 Psalm	74 Job	3:11-26 John	1:35-51

February	7 Psalm	4 Job	4:1-21 John	2:1-12

February	8 Psalm	69 Job	5:1-27 John	2:13-25

February	9 Psalm	23 Job	6:1-13 John	3:1-21

February	10 Psalm	38 Job	6:14-30 John	3:22-4:6

February	11 Psalm	147 Job	7:1-21 John	4:7-26

Writing from the Lutheran Confessions
Here [in the Lord's Supper] He offers to us the entire treasure 
that He has brought for us from heaven. With the greatest 
kindness He invites us to receive it also in other places, like 
when He says in St. Matthew 11:28, "Come to Me, all who labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." It is surely a sin 
and a shame that HE so cordially and faithfully summons and 
encourages us to receive our highest and greatest good, yet we 
act so distantly toward it. We permit so long a time to pass 
without partaking of the Sacrament that we grow quite cold and 
hardened, so that we have no longing or love for it. We must 
never think of the Sacrament as something harmful from which 
we had better flee, but as a pure, wholesome, comforting 
remedy that grants salvation and comfort. It will cure you and 
give you life both in soul and body. For where the soul has 
recovered, the body also is relieved. [Large Catechism, 
V:66-68] 

The Lord's Prayer

Collect for Week of the Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith 
that, relying on the hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever 
be defended by Your mighty power; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the 
fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments.
Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; 
for one's calling and daily work; for the unemployed; for the 
salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for Lutheran schools 
[especially Zion Beaver and Trinity Monitor] and her teachers; 
for good government and for peace. 
Tuesday: Pray for the Church and her pastors, teachers, 
musicians, missionaries, and deaconesses.
Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and 
wives, parents and children live in ordered harmony according 
to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; 
for our communities and neighborhoods.
Thursday: Pray for repentant hearts, that all would confess 
their sins and seek our Lord and His forgiveness in the Word 
and Sacraments.
Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and for the spread of His knowledge throughout 
the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick 
and dying.
Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of 
those who are withering in the faith or have fallen away; for 
receptive hearts and minds to God's Word on the Lord's Day; 
for pastors and people as they prepare to administer and 
receive Christ's holy gifts.

In Our Prayers this Week:
-The sick, shut-in, and suffering. 
-The families of our loved ones in the Armed Forces.
-Growth for Grace Lutheran Church.
-Steadfastness for Christians persecuted throughout the world.
-Unity among the mid-Michigan congregations in caring for the 
poor.
-God's use of Grace Your Closet to clothe families. 
-Wisdom to put the best construction on everything. 
-Opportunities to share the Gospel with family and friends.

Luther's Morning Prayer or Evening Prayer from the 
Catechism

Benedicamus 
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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