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SCRIPTURE LESSONS
Lessons for this coming Sunday:

The Transfiguration of Our Lord
2 Kings 2:1-12

2 Corinthians 3:12-13 4:1-6
Mark 9:2-9

A Word from Pastor: "Can Lutherans Fast?" Yes! Lutherans
historically have fasted during the season of Lent. Fasting is
part of our Christian freedom to do or not to do. It's true that in
our Lutheran Confession our Lutheran Reformers disdain the
distinction of meats based on Colossians but this doesn't mean
that Lutherans didn't and don't fast. Remember what the word
"fast" means: "to go hungry"! In other words, fasting doesn't
involve giving up certain foods but giving up entire meals. So
why give up meals? It's not to impress God! That's for sure. By
giving up meals, you free yourself up for more prayer and
money for charity. Plus, by fasting, you remind yourself that your
belly isn't your god and that earthly food can't satisfy your
hunger. Fasting helps us learn once again that man doesn't live
by bread alone but by every word that proceeds from the mouth
of God (Deuteronomy 8:3). As we enter this season of Lent,
think about giving up a meal or two each week (if you are
physically able to do so) and thereby make room for more
prayers and meditation on God's Word. You will be blessed and
realize that our hunger is ultimately a hunger for that blessed
communion with Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! Happy Lent!  

Generosity Thoughts  Luke 18:34 "This saying was hidden
from them, and they did not grasp what was said." Even our
understanding of the Word of God is a gift - the disciples here
can't understand Jesus because it is not given to them to
understand him. By nature they are deaf to the Word. So
everything we have is a gift of God. To realize this is the
beginning of thankfulness, generosity, and kindness

Prayer Requests  Melissa Netkowski, Shirley Gray, Mike Stark,
Gordon Marner, Vi Koehler and Findley Varner.

Birthdays:  Stephanie Dominowski, 9th;  Dale Gripentrog, 14th;
Jordan Pyle, 14th; John Whalen, 14th; Molly Beethe, 18th;
Chase Horneber, 19th; Ilene Taglauer, 19th; Jan Vennix, 21st;
Kathleen Alexander, 22nd; Tom Feinauer, 22nd;
Ray Ralph, 22nd; Deb VanTol, 23rd;  Ruth Roth, 26th;
Robert Wegener, 28th

Notices 

Join us for the Soup Supper on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 14
at  6:00 p.m.

Encouraging Thoughts In our thoughts and prayers this
week is Irene Taglauer.  If you wish to send her a card or note,
her address is Auburn Fields Senior Care, 4710 Stephanie
Court, Auburn. 

Thursday A.M. Friends  Please join us for
fellowship, games and lunch on February 22 at
10:00 a.m.  Lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m. 

God, Grub and Games at Grace  Our next God, Grub, and
Games at Grace event is Friday, February 16.  Come enjoy food
and fellowship.  We will be serving lasagna and garlic bread.
The meal will be served at 6:00 followed by a short devotion
and games at about 6:45.  We are still in need of some
volunteers to help with this event. Please talk to Kim
Herbolsheimer or Annette Rudick if you are available to help.  

Plainview Service  The Plainview service will take place on
the second Tuesday of each month at 1:00 pm. This month will
be February 13.

Sunday School  is available every Sunday morning following
the church service.  All children ages 3 - 10 are welcome.  If you
have any questions, please speak to Annette Rudick.  Join us
for fun and learning in Room 1!

Quilting  We continue with 2 sessions per
month in 2018. Volunteers may come to one
or both as they feel they are able.  We will
be working on the 2nd and 3rd Mondays of
each month as the schedule permits through
September.  This February, our dates are the 12th and the 19th.
We will be working from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.  We continue to
meet at the Gengler home at 1625 Wilder Rd.  Bring a sack
lunch and willing hands and hearts.  No previous experience is
needed as we have all kinds of tasks to perform, and most can
be easily learned.  We have handicapped access to everything
if you need it. 

2018 Lenten Services and Suppers  Lent kicks
off with Ash Wednesday on February 14. The
imposition of ashes and the Lord's Supper will be
offered on Ash Wednesday. The rest of the
Lenten midweek services will follow the Order of
Vespers and will focus on the theme "The I AM
Sayings of Jesus"! All services begin at 7pm. This year we're
trying to organize meals that will be served before the services
at 6pm. As of right now, only three groups have sponsored
meals: Ladies of Grace (February 14), Evangelism/Stewardship
Board (February 21), the Choirs (March 7), and Large Print
(March 21). We still need several groups to sponsor a Lenten
supper. The available Wednesdays are February 28, and March
14. These meals are meant to be simple. Please talk with Lynn
if your group would like to serve a meal. All donations from the
meals will be sent to missionaries Jamielynn Tinkey and
Christel Neuendorf.

Sunday High School Fellowship and Bible Study  On
Sunday, February 18, we will begin offering a weekly fellowship
and Bible study time for high schoolers. Michael Potter will be
leading this fellowship with our high school aged members
following the Divine Service in the youth room [Room 3].
Michael and his wife Julie enjoyed several years helping the
youth at St. Lorenz and now they are part of our Grace family
ready to serve our youth.  The high schoolers that participate
will have opportunities to decide topics of discussion and also
the ways that they could care for those in the community. 

Godly Habits You Can Begin Now!  Concordia
Publishing House just put out a book that has
really been a joy to Kantor and Pastor. The book
is Thank, Praise, Serve, and Obey: Recover the
Joys of Piety by William Weedon. Get this book
now from CPH or Amazon. Be prepared to see
the catechism in a whole new light as Weedon
beautifully unpacks from the catechism eight
godly habits that direct our attention away from the self to Christ
and His promises. Rev. Starke of St. John Amelith has good
things to say about this book: "'Dude, you HAVE to read this
book! I mean, it will blow you away! Check it out!' These words,
penned by Rev. Weedon in a chapter on 'Confessing Christ,' are
also most appropriate with regard to Thank, Praise, Serve, and
Obey! In eight chapters, Weedon outlines eight godly habits to
bless the lives of 'eighth day,' new-creation, baptized Christians.
He masterfully helps readers take a renewed look at Luther's
Small Catechism and its use as a guide in developing a strong,
Christ-centered devotional life. This book is an 'Easter egg' gem
(also defined in the book!) just waiting to bless its readers!" 

Plastic Bags Needed  The Ladies of Grace are going to make
plastic mats for the homeless in March.  We need lots of plastic
shopping bags.  Please bring them in and put them in the
basket under the credenza.

Quilting For Lutheran World Relief has
started again for the new year.  Material bundles are
available to make tops for the quilts.  Contact Gayle
989-662-2347 or Connie 989-450-1593 to get a bundle. 
Instructions are included.

The Ladies of Grace Bereavement Committee  provides and
serves an after-service funeral luncheon in the gym for
members of Grace Congregation upon request.  Barb Vennix
and Fay Schroeder are co-chairs of the committee with help
and support from the committee members and members of the
Congregation.  The Committee will purchase or prepare the
food for the luncheon and solicit/accept food donations from
Congregation members or family and friends of the grieving
family.  A donation from the family to cover the cost of the main
dishes (meat, potatoes, vegetables) is suggested but not
required. 

Donated  food  for  a  funeral  luncheon  does  not  have  to  be
homemade, but can be purchased items such as pickles, olives,
cheese, iced tea, pop, milk, bread/rolls, desserts, deli  salads,
etc.  Some foods can be dropped off in the large kitchen the day
before or early in the morning of the service.  If you would like to
be  added  to  the  phone  list  for  providing  food  or  helping
setup/serve/cleanup  for  funeral  lunches,  please  contact  Fay
Schroeder at  989-662-4503. Having your name on the list does
not  commit  you to  providing  help  or  food for  every  funeral.  
Donations can be made if your name is not on the list.
Support from our Congregation upon the passing of a loved one
is greatly appreciated by the grieving family. 

Critical Incident Management  The title of this event
is misleading-the information provided will benefit you wherever
you may be if a critical incident occurs (suspicious package,
bomb threat, active shooter, etc.). Please join us Tuesday,
February 13 at 6:30pm in the gym. Please indicate your intent
to attend on the sign up sheet (usher's desk, Narthex) and to
help us with planning and set up. There is no cost to attend.

Chili Challenge 2018   The Chili Cook-Off is set for Sunday,
February 18 starting at 3:00 pm. Registration forms and the
drop box are on the usher's desk in the narthex. At this time we
have 3 chili's registered: "Try This One", "$100 Chili", and "Not
Your Mamas Chili". There is room for more cooks so grab a
registration and sign up today. Funds raised from this event will
go to the Saginaw Zone Lutheran Laymen's League supporting
the Lutheran Hour Broadcast and Camp LuLayLe.

Sweetheart Dinner   Trinity St James in Munger
is having a Sweetheart Dinner on February 17th at
6:30 p.m.  Dinner will include spaghetti and meatballs,
garlic bread, salad and dessert.  Enjoy soft music at your
candlelit table for 2.  Reservations are required for this event
and can be made by calling 989-659-2506.  The cost for this
evening is $20 per couple.   

Swiss Dinner, Country Store & Bake Sale   The dinner is
being held February 11 from 11:30 am to 2:00 pm., or until sold
out at Trinity St. James, Munger.  Take-outs also available. 
Donation: adults $10.00, Children: 6-12 $6.00, 5 and under
free.  Also check out the Country Store and Bake Sale.

Fleece Drive The Global Awareness Club
at Valley Lutheran H.S. is having a fleece
drive to make blankets this February.  The
blankets will be distributed to foster children
through Lutheran Child and Social Services
as well to Native American Alaskan children
who live in Eek. Alaska.  If you would like to
help with this ministry you can drop off 2
pieces of 1.5 yard fleece to the VLHS office or give it to any
Valley Lutheran student. 

These blankets are a blessing to children because both groups
of kids don't have a lot of material possessions or stability in
their lives. The blankets can keep the children warm and they
go with them when moving to a new home. Fleece Donations
will be taken throughout the month of February. Thanks for your
donations and support!

Issues, Etc.  Where Christianity Meets Culture... Issues, Etc. is
a radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public
Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd
Wilken.  This week's topics include: The Early Warning Signs of
Fascism, Western Civilization: Bane or Blessing?, Dave
Ramsey & Financial Peace University, Late Term Abortions and
more.  You can listen live or on-demand at www.issuesetc.org
and on the LPR mobile app. 

Golf Fundraiser For Brazil Mission Trip
A mission team of 27 from Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church is hosting a
golf outing fundraiser at Twin Bridges
Golf Course in Merrill on Saturday, May
19. The cost of $65 includes 18 holes of
golf, cart, dinner and hole prizes.
Proceeds of the event will support a mission trip to Porto
Alegre, Brazil, in July, to work with the ABRASSE daycare and a
local congregation in a poor area of the city. The daycare is the
only opportunity for the children in these communities to break
the cycle of poverty and build better lives for themselves.

To register to play or to be a sponsor, contact Molly Pickard at
989-245-6640  or at mssirrine@yahoo.com.

Wellspring Lutheran Services Auxiliary Our meeting will be
held on Thursday, February 15 at Faith Lutheran on Wilder Rd.
in Bay City.  Refreshments will start at 7:00 pm.    Our program
will be a bottle Auction with a cost between $5.00- $8.00.  Either
buy a bottle of oil, wine, lotion or fill a mason jar with candy,
nuts, kitchen towel, use your imagine.  Place the bottle in a gift
bag with tissue so no one can see in and don't tell anyone what
you brought. Come join us.

Organ Concert at Bethlehem Lutheran on Friday,
March 2, at 7:00pm. The occasion marks the 60th
anniversary of the Saginaw Chapter of the American
Guild of Organists. The public is invited to be a part of
this amazing event provided by an stunning performer, Dr.
Charles Ore.

Trinity Lutheran School Round-up Early childhood round-up
will be held on Monday, February 26th at 6:30 p.m. This is for
any family with children age 3 - 5 years interested in preschool
or kindergarten programs. Half-day or full-day pre-kindergarten
options are available. For more information call our school at
989-662-4891. Trinity is located on the corner of Salzburg Road
& Eight Mile in Monitor Twp.

Memorials for Timothy Toth  were received by Donna
Geneseo, Kim and Betty Herbolsheimer and Pete and Cindy
Fredreich.  

Grace at Prayer for the Transfiguration

Invocation
In the Name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

The Apostles' Creed

Verse of the Week: Psalm 105:1
Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; make known his
deeds among the peoples!

February 12 Psalm 71 Job 8:1-22 John 4:27-45
February 13 Psalm 95 Job 9:1-35 John 4:46-54
February 14 Psalm 90 Genesis 1:1-19 Mark 1:1-13
February 15 Psalm 8 Genesis 1:20-2:3 Mark 1:14-28
February 16 Psalm 9 Genesis 2:4-25 Mark 1:29-45
February 17 Psalm 12 Genesis 3:1-24 Mark 2:1-17
February 18 Psalm 79 Genesis 4:1-26 Mark 2:18-28

Writing from the Lutheran Confessions
Just as the devil cannot be conquered except by Christ's help,
so we cannot free ourselves from this slavery by our own
strength. World history shows how great and powerful the
devil's kingdom is. The world is full of blasphemies against God
and wicked opinions. The devil keeps all tied up many
hypocrites who appear holy and who are wise and righteous in
the world's eyes Even greater vices are seen in other people.
Since Christ was given to us to remove both these sins and
these punishments and to destroy the devil's kingdom, sin, and
death [1 John 3:8], we will never be able to recognize Christ's
benefits unless we understand our evils. [Apology II (I):48-50]

The Lord's Prayer

Collect for Week of the Transfiguration
O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You
confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses
and Elijah. In the voice that came from the bright cloud You
wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully make
us co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us to the fullness
of our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Sunday :Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the
fruit of
faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments.
Monday :Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism;
for one's calling and daily work; for the unemployed; for the
salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for Lutheran schools
[especially Zion Beaver and Trinity Monitor] and her teachers;
for good government and for peace.
Tuesday :Pray for the Church and her pastors, teachers,
musicians, missionaries, and deaconesses.
Wednesday :Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and
wives, parents and children live in ordered harmony according
to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone;
for our communities and neighborhoods.
Thursday : Pray for repentant hearts, that all would confess
their sins and seek our Lord and His forgiveness in the Word
and Sacraments.
Friday : Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ and for the spread of His knowledge throughout
the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick
and dying.
Saturday : Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of
those who are withering in the faith or have fallen away; for
receptive hearts and minds to God's Word on the Lord's Day;
for pastors and people as they prepare to administer and
receive Christ's holy gifts.

In Our Prayers this Week:
-The sick, shut-in, and suffering.
-The families of our loved ones in the Armed Forces.
-Growth for Grace Lutheran Church.
-Steadfastness for Christians persecuted throughout the world.
-Unity among the mid-Michigan congregations in caring for the
poor.
-God's use of Grace Your Closet to clothe families.
-Wisdom to put the best construction on everything.
-Opportunities to share the Gospel with family and friends.
-Time to meditate on God's Word and pray during this season of
Lent.

Luther's Morning Prayer or Evening Prayer from the
Catechism

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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