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SCRIPTURE LESSONS
Lessons for this coming Sunday:

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Deuteronomy 18:15-20

1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28

GENEROSITY THOUGHTS  1 Corinthians 9:25 - "Every athlete
exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a
perishable wreath, but we an imperishable." Self control is a
fruit of the Spirit - for the desires of the flesh are at war with the
desires of the Spirit. We have received the new life in Christ by
His grace. Now He calls us to follow Him deliberately, with self-
control and with intention.

PRAYER REQUESTS  Melissa Netkowski, Shirley Gray, Mike
Stark, Steve Lindstrom, Gordon Marner, Larry Klamer, and Vi
Koehler.  

ALTAR FLOWERS Check the flower chart on the hallway
bulletin board to sign up for flowers for the Altar. 
Flowers are $30.00 and make a beautiful addition
to our Altar area.  Place them for a special date or
just because.  Put in the offering plate and mark it
flowers or pay in the office.

NOTICES  

Voter's meeting  will be on Sunday January 28,
immediately following Pastor's abbreviated bible study.
An error was found in the envelope numbers but it has
been corrected.  Sorry for any inconvenience.

ENCOURAGING ONE ANOTHER In our thoughts and prayers
this week is Dale and Dale Ann Gripentrog.  If you wish to send
them a card or note, their address is 320 Countryview Ln.,
Auburn. 

YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP  Our next young adult (twenty-
something and thirty-something) fellowship is Tuesday,
February 6, at 7pm. Pastor will lead a discussion on the Ten
Commandments and how they are useful for recognizing the
surprising good works that God plants all around for us to do.
Invite a friend!

MONDAY A.M. BIBLE CLASS The new bible study started on
January 15th at 10:00 am in the Common Room is "Lost
Books?"  Please come and join us.

PLASTIC BAGS NEEDED  The Ladies of Grace are going to
make plastic mats for the homeless in March.  We need lots of
plastic shopping bags.  Please bring them in and put them in
the basket under the credenza.

QUILTING FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF has
started again for the new year.  Material bundles are
available to make tops for the quilts.  Contact Gayle
989-662-2347 or Connie 989-450-1593 to get a bundle. 
Instructions are included.

CRITICAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT   Envision yourself at
the mall; or watching the opening of Star Wars at a theater; or
attending a sporting event at a high school; or attending a
worship service at your church.....suddenly you are startled by a
loud sound and people begin yelling; you look in that direction
and all you see pandemonium.   What do you do next? If you
have ever wondered about this?

Mark your calendar and come to Grace's Gym on February 13,
2018 at 6:30 PM. Grace is hosting speakers from Critical
Incident Management, Inc..

The Critical Incident Management (CIM) Group offers complete
active shooter response training for Places of Worship. This
training also includes provisions for securing against threats,
bomb threat reactions and hazardous materials responses.
Child care areas and church/school related classes also receive
response protocols. The training is conducted by experienced,
retired police officers with realistic solutions from a collective
100 plus years of experience and many of them with SWAT
response activation. Plans can be immediately implemented
and adopted into use.

So that we may properly plan and set up for this event please
indicate your intent to attend on the registration sheet located
on the ushers desk in the narthex. There is no cost to you to
attend this seminar, however, a free will offering may be made
at the event.

ABORTION HEALING, END OF LIFE DECISIONS, SUICIDE,
TEEN PURITY, HUMAN TRAFFICKING: Do you know of
someone dealing with these issues? Are you aware of how you
can help someone who is?  Check out the information on the
Life Table in the narthex to be informed and be a support to
those who are struggling.  Also pick up a precious feet pin to
share the life message with anyone who asks its significance
and don't forget to return your baby bottle in support of Beacon
of Hope by February 4.  For those who didn't get one extra
bottles are available on the table. Thanks for your support!

GRACE YOUR CLOSET UPDATE   It's hard to believe it's been
almost a year since we first started working on opening Grace
Your Closet.  We began this ministry to help others in our
community, but quickly realized that the blessings we receive
are even more than we had hoped to give.  Thank you, once
again, to everyone who has donated clothes and/or hangers,
joined us at our Monday evening clothes sorting parties, worked
the closet on a Saturday and especially for all your prayers.  We
couldn't have done it without all of you.  We were able to give
away over 3700 clothing items to 335 families in 2017 and hope
to even surpass that number in 2018.
Going forward, because of the wonderful volunteers we have
had, we are going to be sorting on ONLY the first Monday of the
month (it was previously the first and third).  Because of all your
generous donations, we don't need more hangers at this time
but could really use baby and kids clothing, juniors and young
men sizes.
We are still in need of additional workers for our next Closet day
- Saturday, February 17 from 10:00-1:00.  If you can help on
that day, or any future date, we would love to have you.  There
is a sign-up sheet located in the Narthex - or you can contact
Karla Weiss or Deb Pyle with any questions. 
Also, be sure to find us and "like" us on Facebook. 
https://www.facebook.com/Grace-Your-Closet

CHILI CHALLENGE 2018   Last year Grace held a chili
cook off in support of ourMOST Mission
trip to Guatemala. This year we are again
having a chili cook-off, however, the
proceeds of this event will go to the
Saginaw Zone of Lutheran Laymen's
League supporting local broadcasts of The Lutheran Hour and
Camp Lu Lay Le.

A challenge has been extended to Zion Beaver to join us in
competition to determine who makes the best chili. There will be
a Grace only cook-off on February 18th and if Zion accepts the
challenge there will be a showdown between the top three chili
cooks from each congregation at Grace March 11th.

The Grace cook-off is limited to the first twelve paid ($5.00)
registrations submitted. Registration forms and additional
information may be found on the usher's desk in the Narthex.
Completed registration forms are to be returned to the box
located on the usher's desk that is labeled 2018 Chili Challenge.
If you have any questions contact Roger Schmidt or Don
Rauschenberger.

HIGHER THINGS YOUTH TRIP  Dear families, we're seeing if
there's any interest for our youth to go on a trip this summer to
Higher Things. Well, what is Higher Things? Higher Things is a
conference opened to confirmed high school youth and college
students where they will spend four amazing days worshiping
and learning with Lutherans from all over the country, while
getting a taste of college life. The closest conference for us is in
Carbondale, Illinois, from July 10 to July 13. The cost is $385
per youth and includes the conference programming (worship,
catechesis, entertainment activities), 3 nights of on-campus
housing, 9 meals (Tuesday dinner through Friday lunch), and
printed materials and conference T-shirt. As of right now, we're
calling on families to tell me if they have any interested
participants. Please speak with pastor as soon as possible. If
the cost is a problem, there are families in the congregation that
have offered to support the youth on this trip which will bring the
cost down dramatically. Come, "Dare to be Lutheran" and join in
the fun at the Higher Things youth Conference this summer! 

BENEFIT PANCAKE/SAUSAGE BREAKFAST    There will
be a Benefit Pancake/Sausage Breakfast
held at Zion, Beaver on February 4 from 8
a.m. to 12 p.m. for Randy Roth.  Randy
has been a dedicated volunteer firefighter
for Beaver Fire and Rescue for over 25
years.  He has been in hospitals/rehab for over 3 months.  All
proceeds raised will be used for medical expenses.  Prices are
$6 for adults, $5 for children 5-12 and under 5 are free. We are
accepting donations for a Silent Auction.  Any questions, call
Cari Tomczak at 989-577-9489. 

SWISS STEAK DINNER, COUNTRY STORE & BAKE SALE 
The dinner is being held February 11 from 11:30 am to 2:00
pm., or until sold out.  Take-outs also available.  Donation:
adults $20.00, Children: 6-12 $6.00, 5 and under free.  Also
check out our Country Store and Bake Sale.

ISSUES, ETC.   Progressive Education vs. Classical Lutheran
Education....You can listen to in-depth teachings by Dr. Thomas
Korcok of Concordia University Chicago on topics like: Methods
Driven Education, Socialization, Technology in the Classroom,
The Role of Teacher, Goodness & Beauty in Education,
Teaching Worldviews and more.  Issues, Etc. is a radio talk
show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in
Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  You
can listen live or on-demand at www.issuesetc.org and on the
LPR mobile app. 

VLHS BENEFIT DINNER AND AUCTION It's Valley's 40th
Anniversary Year & 15th Anniversary Year of our VLHS Benefit
Dinner & Auction!  Our Theme is "Caribbean Nights."  Please
save the date for Saturday, February 24, 2018, at Apple
Mountain Conference Center.  Your support has impacted
Valley Lutheran with improvements in programs, equipment,
transportation, physical school improvements, and most
importantly STUDENT AID. Thank you for your past support of
VLHS!  We could use your help again - we are asking for items
to be donated and put up for bid (merchandise, tickets,
services, vacation homes, gift cards, etc.). There are also
opportunities to participate by way of prayer, advertising,
sponsorship, or attending the auction. Click on our auction
link www.vlhsauction.com for more information and check out
our often-updated list of items. Watch your bulletin and/or
church message board for registration brochures. For further
information or questions, you may call Valley Lutheran
at 790-1676, Beth (Lambert) Kaul 989-754-5918 bkaul@vlhs.c
om or Karrie Gatza 989-415-6776 Karriekookies@aol.com.

WELLSPRING LUTHERAN SERVICES AUXILIARY Our
meeting will be held on Thursday, February 15 at Faith Lutheran
on Wilder Rd. in Bay City.  Refreshments will start at 7:00 pm.
Our program will be a bottle Auction with a cost between $5.00-
$8.00.  Either buy a bottle of oil, wine, lotion or fill a mason jar
with candy, nuts, kitchen towel, use your imagine.  Place the
bottle in a gift bag with tissue so no one can see in and don't tell
anyone what you brought. Come join us.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY  Valley Lutheran High
School is seeking a teacher to teach in and provide
leadership for the theology department and the
spiritual development of the school family.  The ability
to lead an extra-curricular activity is also desirable. 
The ideal candidate will be an ordained or
commissioned minister of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
with interest and experience planning and teaching lessons.
The position begins August 1, 2018. Applicants may send a
resume' with references and a cover letter to Dr. John Brandt,
Valley Lutheran High School, 3560 McCarty, Saginaw MI  
48603 or by e-mail at jbrandt@vlhs.com.   Applications will be
accepted until the position is filled. For further information call
Dr. Brandt at 989-790-1676.

POSTITION AVAILABLE     Zion Lutheran School is seeking a
part-time custodian. If you are interested, please submit your
resume to the school office or email office@zionbeaver.com.

COACH NEEDED  Valley Lutheran High School is in need of a
JV baseball coach for this spring.  The ideal candidate should
have a working knowledge of baseball fundamentals and the
desire to work with high school aged young men.  Since a
majority of the time commitment is after school each day (3:00
PM onward), availability is a key component to this position. 
Please call Kurt Hofmeister (225-7385) or Eric Smith
(790-1676), if interested.

Grace Lutheran Church of
Auburn

Announces the
2018 Chili Cook-Off Challenge

The Challenge:
The congregation of Grace Lutheran Church, Auburn challenges Zion
(Beaver)
Lutheran Church to a Chili Cook-Off.

Each congregation in encouraged to hold their own Chili Cook Off to
determine
their best three (3) chili cooks - those three representatives shall then
prepare
their Chili for a combined showdown to be held in the gym of Grace
congregation
on Sunday, March 11, 2018. Chili tasting begins at 3:00 PM; ballot
boxes will be
pulled at 4:30 PM, the winner shall be announced at 5:00 PM.

Purpose:
This Chili Cook Off is to promote fellowship within the congregations
and the  
proceeds from all of these events will be sent to (Saginaw Zone)
Lutheran  
Layman League to support local broadcasts of The Lutheran Hour and
Camp
Lu Lay Lea.

Dates:
February 18, 2018 - Grace Congregational Cook-off

March 11 - Grace/Zion (Beaver) showdown

Rules:

This contest is about the Chili; therefore, no contestant shall offer
any accompaniments with their chili. The cook off committee will
provide (cheese, onions, crackers, sour cream, cornbread) at a
central table if the tasters so desire to use them.

1. 

Each contestant shall provide a large pot or crock pot (or two) of their
best chili for the contest.

2. 

Each contestant shall identify if their chili contains any of the
following; dairy, tree nuts, peanuts, shell fish. (this is so that the
tasters with food allergies might avoid any issues).

3. 

To avoid potential favoritism, during the final showdown the chili
dishes will be identified by random number assignment and will be
served by non-cook participants.

4. 

Format:
It is suggested that the congregational contest is limited to the first
twelve (12) paid registrations received. Registration fee is $5.00 per
Chili.

The showdown contest is limited to three (3) Chili dishes from each
congregation - there is no registration fee for the congregational
showdown.

Tasters shall purchase a spoon for $5.00 and will be given five (5)
"vote" tickets. Additional "vote" tickets will be available for purchase (5
for $2.00; 10 for $5.00; 25 for $10.00).

Chili (if any remaining) after the voting time ends will be available for
purchase by the bowl.

After sampling chili(s) the tasters will place their votes in the ballot box
for the chili of their choice. The ballots will be counted and a winner
will be declared.

The winning congregation shall receive a travelling trophy and will be
requested to defend their crown in 2019.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2018 Chili Challenge Registration Form

The registration form is to be turned into the event organizer for your
congregation:

Please complete and submit this form along with your registration fee
indicating your intent to participate in the 2018 Chili Challenge:

Name: __________________________________________________

Contact Info: Mobile: _____________________________________

Email: ______________________________________

Name of your Chili: _______________________________________

Grace	at	Prayer	for	Epiphany	4	

Invocation

In	the	Name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	+	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	

Amen.	

The	Apostles'	Creed

Verse	of	the	Week:	Psalm	107:1

Oh	give	thanks	to	the	Lord,	for	he	is	good,	for	his	steadfast	love	

endures	forever!

January 29 Psalm	107 Zechariah	8:1-23 2	Timothy	1:1-18

January	30 Psalm	33 Zechariah	9:1-17 2	Timothy	2:1-26

January	31 Psalm	135 Zechariah	10:1-11:3 2	Timothy	3:1-17

February	1 Psalm	28 Zechariah	11:4-17 2	Timothy	4:1-18

February	2 Psalm	75 Zechariah	12:1-13:9 Titus	1:1-2:6

February	3 Psalm	47 Zechariah	14:1-21 Titus	2:7-3:15

February	4 Psalm	127 Job	1:1-22 John	1:1-18

Writing	from	the	Lutheran	Confessions

Out	of	His	immense	goodness	and	mercy,	God	provides	for	the	

public	preaching	of	His	divine	eternal	Law	and	His	wonderful	plan	

for	our	redemption,	that	of	the	holy,	only	saving	Gospel	of	His	

eternal	Son,	our	only	Savior	and	Redeemer,	Jesus	Christ.	By	this	

preaching	He	gathers	an	eternal	Church	for	Himself	from	the	

human	race	and	works	in	people's	hearts	true	repentance,	

knowledge	of	sins,	and	true	faith	in	God's	Son,	Jesus	Christ.	By	this	

means,	and	in	no	other	way	(i.e.,	through	His	holy	Word,	when	

people	hear	it	preached	or	read	it,	and	through	the	holy	

Sacraments	when	they	are	used	according	to	His	Word),	God	

desires	to	call	people	to	eternal	salvation.	He	desires	to	draw	them	

to	Himself	and	convert,	regenerate,	and	sanctify	them.	[Formula	of	

Concord,	Solid	Declaration,	Article	II:50]	

The	Lord's	Prayer

Collect	for	Week	of	the	Fourth	Sunday	after	Epiphany

Almighty	God,	You	know	we	live	in	the	midst	of	so	many	dangers	

that	in	our	frailty	we	cannot	stand	upright.	Grant	strength	and	

protection	to	support	us	in	all	dangers	and	carry	us	through	all	

temptations;	through	Jesus	Christ,	Your	Son,	our	Lord,	who	lives	

and	reigns	with	You	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	now	and	forever.	

Amen.	

Sunday:Pray	for	the	joy	of	the	resurrection	among	us;	for	the	fruit	

of	faith	nourished	by	the	Word	and	Sacraments.

Monday:Pray	for	faith	to	live	in	the	promises	of	Holy	Baptism;	for	

one's	calling	and	daily	work;	for	the	unemployed;	for	the	salvation	

and	well-being	of	our	neighbors;	for	Lutheran	schools	[especially	

Zion	Beaver	and	Trinity	Monitor]	and	her	teachers;	for	good	

government	and	for	peace.	

Tuesday:Pray	for	the	Church	and	her	pastors,	teachers,	musicians,	

missionaries,	and	deaconesses.

Wednesday:Pray	for	marriage	and	family,	that	husbands	and	

wives,	parents	and	children	live	in	ordered	harmony	according	to	

the	Word	of	God;	for	parents	who	must	raise	children	alone;	for	

our	communities	and	neighborhoods.

Thursday:	Pray	for	repentant	hearts,	that	all	would	confess	their	

sins	and	seek	our	Lord	and	His	forgiveness	in	the	Word	and	

Sacraments.

Friday:	Pray	for	the	preaching	of	the	holy	cross	of	our	Lord	Jesus	

Christ	and	for	the	spread	of	His	knowledge	throughout	the	whole	

world;	for	the	persecuted	and	oppressed;	for	the	sick	and	dying.

Saturday:	Pray	for	faithfulness	to	the	end;	for	the	renewal	of	those	

who	are	withering	in	the	faith	or	have	fallen	away;	for	receptive	

hearts	and	minds	to	God's	Word	on	the	Lord's	Day;	for	pastors	and	

people	as	they	prepare	to	administer	and	receive	Christ's	holy	

gifts.

In	Our	Prayers	this	Week:

-The	sick,	shut-in,	and	suffering.	

-The	families	of	our	loved	ones	in	the	Armed	Forces.

-Growth	for	Grace	Lutheran	Church.

-Steadfastness	for	Christians	persecuted	throughout	the	world.

-Unity	among	the	mid-Michigan	congregations	in	caring	for	the	

poor.

-God's	use	of	Grace	Your	Closet	to	clothe	families.	

-Wisdom	to	put	the	best	construction	on	everything.	

-Peace	to	all	the	families	affected	by	the	Kentucky	school	shooting.	

-Opportunities	to	share	the	Gospel	with	family	and	friends.

Luther's	Morning	Prayer	or	Evening	Prayer	from	the	

Catechism

Benedicamus	

Let	us	bless	the	Lord.

Thanks	be	to	God.

Grace Lutheran Church
Auburn, MI

Voters Assembly Agenda
January 28, 2018

Our Mission Statement: Sharing GRACE - Growing in God's Word, Reaching out
with love, Announcing forgiveness, Calling the lost, Encouraging everyone

Opening prayer (Pastor)1. 

Minutes of previous meeting (November 12, 2017)1. 

Additions to agenda1. 

Reports

Financial Reports1. 

1. 

1. General accounts - Leroy Taglauer
2. Special accounts - Debi Stieve

B. Board Reports
1.Property & Maintenance - Gary Roth
2.Christian Life - Tom Wegener
3.Evang. & Stewardship - Kim Herbolsheimer
4.Elders - Gordon Schroeder
5.Pastor - Pastor Schian
6.Kantor - Nathan Beethe
7.Memorial Committee - Paul Varner

Old Business

Heating & Cooling Controls1. 

Library Plan - Kim Herbolsheimer2. 

Church Security3. 

Deaconess Intern4. 

Playground Update - ($1320 memorial used for

equipment removal and landscaping)

5. 

1. 

New Business

Housing resolution for Nathan1. 

Nominations for Grace Elected Offices2. 

Chili Cook-off3. 

4. 

1. 

Important dates

Church Security seminar, February 13, 2018 (Gym

at 6:30 PM)

1. 

Grace Chili Cook-off, February 18, 2018 (Gym,

3:00 PM)

2. 

Executive Board meeting, Tuesday, February 27,

2018

3. 

Next Voter's meeting, March 11 (?), 20184. 

1. 

Close with prayer (Pastor)1. 

Grace Lutheran Church, 303 Ruth St., Auburn, MI 48611

 
Voter's Meeting Minutes

November 12, 2017

President, Don Rauschenberger brought the meeting to order at   
10:34 am.

Nathan provided an opening prayer.

Present: 52 members as counted.

Jean McCain made a motion to approve the September 17, 2017
Voter's Meeting Minutes as printed. The motion was supported by
Jennifer Taglauer and unanimously approved.

The agenda was discussed. Ann Petrosky added "Playground
Equipment" and Sue Roth added "Mission Trip Update" all under New
Business.

Financial Reports (See attached reports for additional information)
General Accounts: LeRoy Taglauer reported that year-to-date giving is
$272,113 with expenditures of $325,087. Average weekly giving is
$5,952 with weekly needs being $5,878. In addition: checking balance
of $5,967; Church Extension balance of $86,067; and reserve for
student tuition $17,426, he stated.  
Special Accounts: Deb Stieve reviewed the memorial accounts and
noted that she made the 4 required TIM payments, a down payment on
the new kneelers, and a final playground cleanup payment of $5760.  
She noted that Grace is paying tuition for 2 students.

Board Reports   (See attached reports for additional information)
Pastor Schian: Pastor stated that communion is the lifeblood of the
church and in that regard, is bringing in another communion service to
serve the congregation. It will be held on Thursday evenings
beginning at 5:40 pm. He discussed the growing number of Sunday
Bible class attendees who are overwhelming the current library
facility. Other venues for the Sunday Bible class could be the gym, the
sanctuary, or the chapel area, he said. Discussion ensued. He will
consider the suggestions brought forth.
Board of Trustees: Gary Roth reported that the heating system in the
gym has been fixed, he reviewed the re-lighting program for the
church and offices, and he noted that the playground re-work has been
completed.
Board of Christian Life: Tom Wegener reviewed the success of the last
Thursday Morning Friends program with the wild birds, that the
November meeting will be skipped, and that the December meeting
will feature Linda Lee and her accordion. The Christian Life Board is
very pleased with the increasing attendance in the various Bible
classes. Pastor Schian stepped in to explain the success of the Monday
evening "Youth for Christ" program that he and Nathan are running.
He noted that 3 to 5 Grace members are assisting and that they could
use a little more help. Tom continued with a report on the large print
ministry that has already produced 4000 volumes and desires to
expand their ministry by introducing an evening program using
volunteers who cannot attend during daytime hours. Interested persons
should contact Deaconess McCain or Annette Frank.
Stewardship and Evangelism Board: Kim reviewed the success of the
"Trunk or Treat", a Halloween offering for children. He discussed a
30-stocking Christmas project where details will be available soon. He
reviewed a repeat program from last year where 30 to 40 poinsettia
plants would be delivered to residents at the two nursing homes in
Auburn. Finally, he reported on the success of the "Grace Your Closet"
ministry, and expressed the need for a few more volunteers.
Board of Elders: Gordon Schroeder reported on church security and
explained that all doors would be locked after the start of services.
Discussion ensued. Don discussed State Police training that might be
considered for facility security. Gordon then continued with a
discussion dealing with their Board's calling on inactive members.
Kantor Beethe: Nathan reported on the "epic" Reformation Hymn
Festival and that he is planning something similar for next year.
Memorial Committee (MC): Paul Varner stated that the Memorial
Committee has approved five (5) items: new kneelers, 8-pew pads,
6-high top tables, Pascal candle/stand, and replacement pew
attendance books.

Old Business
Constitution and By-Laws. Don stated that these documents have been
approved by Michigan District. Members of Grace can direct the
church on their desire for a printed copy or an electronic copy by
indicating same on the meeting attendance sheet.
Circuit and District Meeting Representative: Don announced that Bob
Yaeger volunteered to represent Grace Lutheran Church at Circuit and
District meetings.
Heating and Cooling Controls: Gary Pyle reported on the proposed
electronic heating and cooling controls for all areas of Grace's
buildings. Discussion ensued. He noted that the overall cost is about
$40,000, but there is a significant 5-year payback in energy savings as
well as a Consumers Energy grant of about $14,000. The grant
paperwork is nearly complete and with project approval, the grant can
be consummated, he stated. Discussion ensued. Jean McCain moved
that the project be approved provided the grant is secured. Kye Sugden
supported the motion and it was approved unanimously.
Library: Kim Herbolsheimer discussed the proposed disposition of the
books in the library. Books for an adult library will be maintained and
books that can be used in the nursery have already been moved, he
said. A five-step program will be used for disposing of the remainder
of the books: 1-Young Adult, 2-Adult library, 3-Church members,
4-Other Lutheran schools,
5-charities. Kim then described the renovation for the room,
describing the bookcases to remain, the painting of the walls, and
presentation wall, etc. Discussion ensued. Approved.

New Business  

Bell Tower Automation. Gary Pyle reviewed the history of the bell
and its tower. He described the problems with the rope ringing
arrangement. A proposal was discussed to install an electronic ringer
that could ring or toll the bell from a switch on the organ to solve the
problem.   Gary stated that the cost of this arrangement would be
about $9100 plus a small charge for providing tower electrical service
and an installation lift. Approved with funds from memorials.
Voter's Meeting Changes. Don described the plan to hold four (4)
voter's meetings on the evenings of the four 5th Tuesdays in 2018
beginning at 7:00 pm. A show of hands indicated a disagreement with
this proposal. Pastor Schian voiced his opinion on this matter and
reinforced the need and value of Bible classes. Discussion ensued. A
motion was made and supported to hold 2018 voter's meetings on
Tuesday evenings as proposed. Discussion ensued and the motion was
withdrawn. Gary Pyle moved that the 2018 voter's meetings will be
held on Sunday afternoons at some selected time following the
morning church service and the 10:45 Bible class. Kye Sugden
supported the motion and it was approved unanimously.  
Thanksgiving Offering. The 2017 Thanksgiving offering was
discussed. Kim Herbolsheimer moved that the 2017 Thanksgiving
offering be split 50% to the Bay County Emergency Food Pantry and
50% to Lutheran World Relief. Kye Sugden supported the motion and
it was approved unanimously.
Housing Allowances. The following housing allowances for Rev.
Aaron Schian and Kantor Nathan Beethe were read aloud:
RESOLVED, that Grace Lutheran Church of Auburn, Michigan, as a
standing resolution to remain in force and effect until such time as
amended or revoked, hereby authorizes and establishes a housing
allowance for Reverend Aaron Schian at any time serving it in the
amount of $40,000 per year.
RESOLVED, that Grace Lutheran Church of Auburn, Michigan, as a
standing resolution to remain in force and effect until such time as
amended or revoked, hereby authorizes and establishes a housing
allowance for Kantor Nathan Beethe at any time serving it in the
amount of $35,000 per year.
Following the reading and discussion, Gary Pyle moved to approve
both resolutions in the amounts as stated. Herb Fundt supported the
motion and it was approved unanimously.
Narthex Phase II. Acoustical possibilities were discussed for the
narthex. Roger Schmidt will be in charge of bringing forth a
recommendation.
Budget 2018. LeRoy Taglauer presented the proposed budget of
$314,973 for year of 2018. Discussion ensued. Jean McCain suggested
that the budget should include a $1000 donation for "Issues, Etc."
Discussion ensued.   It was determined that this expense could be part
of the "Mission" line item without changing the overall budget bottom
line. Paul Varner moved that the 2018 budget be approved as
presented with the special donation of $1000 be included in the
Mission line item. Bob Yeager supported the motion and it was
approved unanimously.
Playground Equipment. Ann Petrosky stated that $1320 of her
mother's money located in the memorial accounts under "Playground"
is now "0" and were earmarked for new playground equipment. It was
suggested that the funds could have been accidentally used for the
playground renovation recently completed. Paul Varner stated that he
would look into this and if necessary, correct the situation. Don
suggested that the playground committee might want to provide a
proposal for new playground equipment.      
Mission Trip Update. Sue Roth provided an update on the mission trip
committee's activity. She stated that the committee would be interested
in forming another mission trip for the year 2019 and applying the
$5150 balance in their dedicated account as seed money for the next
event. Sue indicated confidence with MOST ministries and indicated
that they would probably work with them again on the next trip.

Important Dates

Next Executive Board Meeting, November 28, 2017 at 7:00 pm.
Next Voter's Assembly, Sunday, January 28, 2017 at ________

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 pm., on a motion by Ernie Weiss,
supported by Gary Pyle, with unanimous approval.

Closing Prayer

Pastor provided a comment and closing prayer.

In His service,

 Gary Peters - Secretary
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