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LARGE PRINT FUNDRAISER
The Large Print Ministry
is having a fundraiser this
weekend. It is at Auburn
Hotel today, tomorrow
and Sunday. You will need to present a
coupon and we will receive 10% of your
food bill. Give some coupons to your
friends and family!! Coupons are in the
narthax. 

WHAT IS A KANTOR?
A Kantor is the leader of the people's song,
both musically and theolologically.
     My call here at Grace is as "Director of
Parish Music / Educator." This is a fine
description of what I am to do, but is
clumsy to use. So, in discussion with Pastor
and the Elders I suggested "Kantor." It is a
churchly term and it fits what I am to do
here. When you think of what a Kantor
does, think of music and theology. They
always work together in the Lutheran
church.
     In order to appropriately lead the hymns
and liturgy of the church, the person doing
so must understand what the various pieces
of music are talking about. For example,
someone untrained in Lutheran theology
may not understand what Baptism is: God's
work of making each of us His child by
giving us forgiveness, life, and salvation
through the Word and the water. Instead,
they may think Baptism is our work and a
public display of our faith. Such difference
in theological understanding would
certainly change the way a hymn such as
"God's Own Child, I Gladly Say It" (LSB
594) would be understood and played.
Additionally, when an organist is
introducing a hymn, it is important to not
just play the melody, but set the mood the
text calls for. I would not play a somber
introduction to "Jesus Christ is Risen
Today," just as I would not play a
triumphant introduction to "O Sacred Head,
Now Wounded," because the texts of those
hymns do not set speak in such a way.
     Lutheran church musicians have
historically been called Kantors. Johann
Walther, Martin Luther's colleague, was a
Kantor. Johann Sebastian Bach was also a
Kantor. Music and theology worked
together in the life and work of Bach. Just
as in the days of Bach, we have a rich
heritage of Lutheran theology that we can
sing, both in our hymns and liturgy. There is
deep meaning in a hymn stanza like "Hold
Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes,
Shine through the gloom, and point me to
the skies. Heav'n's morning breaks, and
earth's vain shadows flee; In life, in death,
O Lord, abide with me." (LSB 878, st. 6),
and it is the job of a Lutheran Kantor to
help bring the text to the forefront as the
congregation sings it.
     Our God has done great things for us,
most especially in sending His Son to die on
the cross for our sins and then raising Him
on the third day so that we too may rise on
the Last Day. The music of the Church tells
of all of His great works and it is a joy and
privilege to lead God's people in singing
His praises. Ultimately the job of a Kantor
is to proclaim God's Word of Law and
Gospel, both in song and teaching. I'm
excited to do this important work here at
Grace. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact me at the church office.
Peace in Christ, Nathan Beethe

BRUNCH AND PANTRY
SHOWER 

The installation of our Kantor Nathan
Beethe, on Sunday, January 31, will be
followed by a Brunch and Pantry Shower in
the gym. The whole congregation is invited
to attend and warmly welcome the Beethe
family into our midst. There is no charge for
the Brunch; however, to support them in
their move we ask that you bring to the gym
Pantry Items to stock their pantry. This
might include non-perishable foods with no
expired dates; such as canned goods,
cereals, rice, or pasta; or paper products;
like paper towels, napkins, foils, saran, or
wax paper; or soaps and cleaning products,
or a gift card to an area grocery store. See
you there as Tom Wegener, our master of
ceremonies, "passes the PIPE" to our new
called and commissioned worker, Kantor
Nathan Beethe.  
     Also, if you are able please consider
bringing breakfast rolls, breads, desserts, or
salads for the brunch. Thank you for
helping, as we work together to make this a
day of celebration and new beginnings for
God's plan for ministry at Grace. 

THURSDAY A.M. FRIENDS 
You are invited to a free seminar presented
by Carol Thomas, Attorney at Law,
Thursday, February 11, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.
in the chapel area. She specializes in elder
law so will discuss wills, trusts, and nursing
home protection.  Call 662-6161 for
reservations. 

STAKES AND RIBBONS

The Evangelism-Stewardship Board will
be using the wood stakes again this
coming summer.  So if you are one our
members who took one last year, please
return it to the church entrance.  Thank
you. 

BABY BOTTLE
BOOMERANG 

Remember February 7 is the last day to
return your baby bottle to the flannel
lined box in the narthex. Thanks for your
support of Beacon of Hope, our local
pregnancy resource center, saving the
lives of the unborn.

TRANSITION TASK FORCE

The TTF met on 1/18/16 and the first
order of business was that all members
were asked to write a definition of
change and bring it to the next meeting. 
We studied Philippians 2: 1-11 which
says we should all be one in spirit and
purpose and admonishes that in humility
we are to consider others better than
ourselves.  The reading reminded us that
Christ made himself nothing and took on
the nature of a servant.  We then
reviewed chapters six and seven of the
book "A Door Set Open" by Peter
Steinke.  Key points from that review
were:  our hope and journey in Christ is
never private, it is more than one
person's long-term survival, it is about
the world as we become agents of God's
creative work - spreading the gospel,
seeking the lost, feeding the hungry, and
befriending the lonely.  Our hope is not a
mood, but a commitment to action -
hope is faith on tiptoes, never quiet but
quite restless, itching to go, and ready to
serve.  No one can say "Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven" with sincere
faith if they have no interest in making
that will visible in action.
     What action for Christ have you done
this  week?   Are  you  coming  to  your
comfort  zone  of  church  on  Sunday,
receiving  God's  bountiful  gifts,  getting
renewed  &  forgiven,  assured  in  your
certain salvation, and never bothering to
serve and reach out to the lost souls you
come in contact with the other 167 hours
of  your  week?   Far  too  often,  that
describes me, precisely.  Remember the
Sunday  School  song  from  long  ago,
"This little gospel light of mine, ..."  We
are  to  live  our  Christian  lives  freely  -
being a willing and engaged participant
in  the  great  commission  mandated  by
Christ.  Remember last week's message -
Christ did not ask us to go... He said "As
you go, therefore, make disciples of all
nations...  Fellow Grace members, it was
not a question!  We may be on the cusp
of change.  It is more than just getting a
new Pastor.  It is about getting out of our
comfort zone.  It  is  about action.  It  is
about  having  a  mission,  and  knowing
what it means.  It is about becoming a
true mission-focused church.  We are
saved by faith through grace, not by
works.  Now let's show the love of
Christ to the world and tell somebody
about that faith and who saves us.
     The team then reviewed the materials
for the Congregational Mission (there is
that word again) and Ministry
Inventory.  That is a fancy title for the
mandated Michigan District pre-call
information gathering.  This is not part
of the call process.  This is an inventory
that will provide a profile of the
congregation to ourselves and for the
Pastor we call.  It is statistical infor-
mation about Grace culture,
performance, strategy, staffing, etc. 
Assignments were given to various
members of the TTF and the Executive
Board.  The report is to be completed by
March 6th.  You will be hearing more
about this in the weeks to come.  Please
ask any member of the TTF if you have
any questions.

SCRIPTURE LESSONS
     Lessons for this coming Sunday
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Jeremiah  1:4-10
1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13

Luke 4:31-44

PRAYER REQUESTS
Larry Keidel and Don Pfannes
(contending with ALS), Ralph and
Janice Fogg, Bob Schmidt, hospitalized, 
Prayers for God's comfort to Marie
Klamer and family for the loss of her
brother, Chester Soehnel.

Worship Services
This Sunday 9:00 a.m.

Divine Worship
Includes Children's Bible Time

Divine Worship 7:00 p.m. 

Every Wednesday

NOTICES

Birthdays/Anniversaries
Birthdays
Emma Kubiak, 29th; Debbie Garcia,
30th;
Maria Kalitta, 1st; Lucas Weiss, 2nd;
Ned Gray, 3rd; Dale Ann
Gripentrog, 3rd; Loretta
Wegener, 3rd; John Dodt, 7th; Jon
Alexander, 8th; Paul Braman, 8th;
Stephanie Dominowski, 9th; Crystal
Wisniewski,13th; Dale Gripentrog,
14th; Jordan Pyle, 14th; John
Whalen, 14th; Steve Wegener, 15th;
Rick Garlinghouse, 17th; Ron Kent,
17th; Mark Konsdorf, 18th; Chase
Horneber, 19th; Ilene Taglauer, 19th;
Genell Taglauer, 20th; Bob Feinauer,
21st; Jennifer Pierce, 21st; Jan
Vennix, 21st; Kathleen Alexander,
22nd; Tom Feinauer, 22nd; Ray
Ralph, 22nd; Deb VanTol, 23rd; Ruth
Roth, 26th; Robert Wegener, 28th
Anniversaries
5 Dale and Dale Ann Gripentrog45th
4 Patrick and Annie Harrison 4th

DOOR OFFERING
Sunday, there will be a special door
offering for the family of Abby Schaefer,
the seven year old girl who was hit by a
car last Friday evening. Other churches as
well as community organizations are
doing the same also. Please keep Abby's
family in your prayers.......and be
generous.  

THANK YOU 
The family of Judy Kuch and Erv would
like to thank everyone of Grace
congregation for the support, prayers cards
and memorial gifts before, during and
after Judy's illness and passing into
sainthood.  Also, a special thank you to all
who attended her visitation and funeral
services and gave food for the meal and
the Ladies of Grace for preparing and
serving it.  Everyone loved Judy and she
will never be forgotten.  God bless you
all.   Erv Kuch

SPAGHETTI DINNER

Trinity, Monitor and St.
Paul, Frankenlust are
working together to host a
Spaghetti Dinner and
Silent Auction on Sunday, January 31st
from 11:30am-3:00pm for the family of
Abby Schaefer. We are accepting
donations of Money or Gift Cards to
Sam's Club (Walmart) or Gordon's to
be used for the purchase of the supplies
for the Benefit.If you have any
additional questions or would like to
donate, please call Heidi Schultz at
989-450-0975 or email her at
heidiannschultz@aol.com.  A flyer for
the Benefit which includes the location
information, as well as additional
details can be found on the bulletin
board.  

WELLSPRING MEETING

There is a Wellspring meeting on
Wednesday February 3rd. It is at Zion
Lutheran Church in Bay City. Theresa
Yaeger will speak on Human
Trafficking and Sustainable Job
creation for the victims. Refreshments
will be at 7:00 p.m. with the meeting
beginning at 7:15 p.m.

WINTER FELLOWSHIP 5

Mark your calendars for
the Evangelism/
Stewardship Boards
annual winter fellowship
gathering. It will be
Sunday, February 21 and will again be
a euchre tournament. We will start with
a chili dinner from 4:30 to 5:30
followed by a brief devotion. Then the
games begin. Tell your friends and
neighbors. We had 48 people last year,
we are expecting more this year. So
come on out and enjoy some midwinter
fun. A free will offering will be
accepted and anything we collect
above our costs will go to Beacon of
Hope which we have supported for the
past several years.

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND
YOUTH BIBLE STUDY

Sunday School and
Youth Bible Study are
coming back to
Grace!On Sunday,
February 14th we will
begin holding classes once again. We
will begin each week at 10:30 in the
Chapel with a short, ten-minute,
opening for
all Bible Study participants, including
Adult Bible Class, the Junior and
Senior High Youth, and the Sunday
School children and parents. After the
opening, the Adults and Youth will be
excused to their classes. Sunday
School parents are invited to either go
to Bible Class or stay with their
children. The Sunday School children
will be learning a Bible story each
week, a little bit about how Lutherans
worship, and then singing some more
songs or some other activity. The
Youth will be meeting together in the
Youth Room and will be doing
self-contained, weekly studies from
Higher Things magazine, a great
Lutheran resource for youth. The
Youth will be led by Annie Harrison,
Patrick Harrison, and Kye Sugden.
     Since we will be restarting Sunday
School for the children, we would like
to transition Children's Bible Time
during the Sermon into providing
childcare during the service for parents
who really need it. I would like to have
both people to help tell the story to the
children during Sunday School, which
I have resources for, as well as finding
people willing to help with childcare.
Ideally we'd have a rotation of 12
people, so each person would only
have to do be out of the service 4 times
a year. If you are interested in either or
both, please let me know. I will be
contacting those of you who have
already signed up for Children's Bible
Time about this in the next two weeks.
I am very excited that we'll be able to
have Sunday School and Youth Bible
Study here at Grace again. Please
consider coming to the opening after
coffee time and then going to a Bible
Class to be fed from God's Word.
Remember, February 14th is the day it
all starts up again. See you then!
Peace in Christ, Nathan Beethe

ISSUES, ETC. 
EDUCATING A NEW GENERATION
OF LUTHERANS...Issues, Etc. is a radio
talk show hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd
Wilken and produced by Lutheran Public
Radio in Collinsville, IL.  This week's
topics include: A Scientific Perspective on
the Beginning of Life, Video Games,
Lutheran Education, Baptists & God's
Law, The Purification of Mary and more. 
You can listen to what you want when you
want at  www.issuesetc.org and on the
Lutheran Public Radio mobile app.
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"God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency

in all things at all times,

you may abound in every good work."

2 Corinthians 9:8
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There is an Evangelism/Stewardship
meeting on February1 at 6:30 p.m.
There is a Voter's Meeting on
February 7th after the service.
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