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THURSDAY AM FRIENDS
Welcome all to Thursday A.M. Friends as
we gather Thursday, January 14, 2016 to
hear Kevin, director of Tony and Trish
House for the Care of the Terminally Ill,
and Jo Ellen share with us their ministry of
hospice care.  Bring a friend and meet in the
common Room at 10:00 a.m. Also mark
your calendar for Thursday, January 28 for
fellowship at 10:00 a.m. and lunch at 11:30
a.m. in the library.

QUILTING 
We continue to meet at the
Gengler home, 1625 Wilder Road,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. We welcome
anyone who has a willing heart to
help those in need!  Bring a sack
lunch and join us.  We plan to meet on
January 18th.

BLOOD DRIVE 
Tri City Worship Center is having a
blood drive on Tuesday, January 19
from 2:00 - 7:00 pm.  To sign up
please call  (866) MIBLOOD (642--5663)
or go to miblood.org.

CHILDCARE HELP NEEDED

Nathan and Crissy Beethe could use
your help watching their children during
the week from now until April 15th. The
days needed are Tuesday, Wednesdays,
Thursday, and possibly Fridays.  If you
have any interest at all, please contact
Nathan at (501) 779-5019 or
nathan.beethe@gmail.com.  Any
assistance you could give would be very
much appreciated!

TRANSITION TASK
FORCE UPDATE
The TTF met on 1/7/16 and studied
Colossians 3:1-15 which reminded us
that we are to set our minds on things
above, not on earthly things.  We are
God's chosen people.  We are to clothe
ourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience.  We
discussed Chapters 4-5 of "A Door Set
Open" by Peter Steinke.  Change
happens, it is inevitable, how we deal
with change is the real question.  Our
loss of the school is a huge change, one
of the largest we will ever face.  What
will our focus now be?  Pastor asked us
what Grace's mission statement is... no
one knew.  We should come up with one
and everyone should know it.  We
discussed the great commission and the
words "Go ye ... and make disciples..." 
The literal translation is "As you go"
meaning it is not if you decide to go, you
are already going out into the world, so
as you go make disciples of the people
God puts you in contact with.  A mission
church is sent into the world to love, to
serve, to preach, to teach, to heal and to
liberate.  When we plant new churches
we call them a "mission" church.  A
church should never cease being a
"mission" church.  A congregation may
be smaller than it was ten years ago but
the mission work can still be very
dynamic.  The vitality of missions is a
result of an unflinching refusal to
despair.  We studied a few case studies
of congregations who faced various
challenges but still eagerly carried out
the great commission.  Please ask any
member of the TTF if you have any
questions.

LIFE SUNDAY CELEBRATION
AND BABY BOTTLE
BOOMERANG 

On January 17 we will be celebrating  
Life Sunday at Grace. In
support of the lives of the
unborn, we will again be
handing out baby bottles that
Sunday which can be filled with bills,
coins, or checks to support the life
saving ministry of Beacon of Hope, the
Bay City pregnancy resource center that
counsels, supports, and encourages
families to choose life for their unborn
child.
     Because of the Lord's hand and the
many generous gifts of people like you,
Beacon of Hope was able in 2015 to
meet many of the challenges with which
they were faced. They have a beautiful
new facility at 2360 Midland Road that
gives them more rooms for counseling,
greater space for their baby clothing
shop and convenient parking. They also
now have room for proper set up of their
ultra sound machine which gives them
the opportunity to show expecting
parents a picture of their unborn child
that has proven to save many more lives.
Your gifts through the baby bottles will
help them continue this "front line" life
saving ministry as they witness to God's
love for every human being born and
unborn. These bottles can be returned
with your gift to the flannel-covered
box in the narthex between January
18 and February 7.
      Gifts of baby clothing, diapers,
formula, food, and other baby items are
also always needed and can be dropped
at Beacon of Hope or given to Jean
Peters (989-402-1120). Volunteers make
up the core of Beacon of Hopes ministry
and are also always needed. Call
989-922-5433 to help in many ways
from sorting clothes, to answering
phones to counseling clients. No
experience is necessary just a desire to
serve others.

BAGS TO BLANKETS
A new series of Bags to Blankets
workdays are planned on the following
Saturday; January 16th, February 20th
and March 19th from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
each day.  Join us in working to make
blankets/mats from grocery bags.  These
bags have been sent to various homeless
shelters and to those who are in need of
comfort and warmth during this
upcoming winter season.  Plan to join us
at Messiah Lutheran Church, 4640 N.
Michigan Avenue, Saginaw, MI.  For
more information call the church office
at 989-753-7281.

SOUP AND SANDWICH
SUPPER 

Trinity, St. James in Munger is having an
All You Can Eat Soup and Sandwich
Supper.  It is January 22 from 4-7 p.m. The
cost is $7.00 (children 5 and under free).
The menu includes beef vegetable, bean and
potato soup, ground bologna, egg salad, and
peanut butter & jelly sandwich, dessert and
drink.

SCRIPTURE LESSONS
     Lessons for this coming Sunday

The Baptism of our Lord
Isaiah 43:1-7

Romans 6:1-11
Luke 3:15-22

PRAYER REQUESTS
Larry Keidel and Don Pfannes
(contending with ALS), Ralph and
Janice Fogg,  Prayers for God's comfort
to the Ervin Kuch and family at the loss of
Judy Kuch

Worship Services
This Sunday 9:00 a.m.

Divine Worship
Includes Children's Bible Time

Divine Worship 7:00 p.m. 

Every Wednesday

NOTICES

Birthdays/Anniversaries
Birthdays
Joel Herbolsheimer, 1st; Chris
Bierlein, 2nd; Casey Kent, 2nd;
Larry Keidel, 4th; Merry Lee, 6th;
Austin Tomczak, 6th; Julie Lemke,
9th; Don Rauschenberger, 10th,
Mirinda Taglauer, 10th; Pam Kent,
11th; Dustin Wegener, 12th; Kevin
Feinauer, 13th; Wanita Smith, 15th;
Bridgitte Feinauer, 17th; Gene Bartz,
18th; Scott Bickham, 18th; Molly
Mantei, 18th; Phillip Frank, 20th;
Jim Mantei, 20th; GeriAnne
Schmidt, 21st; Don Pfannes, 22nd;
Paul Wood, 23rd; Elsie Hughes, 25th;
Edyth Ousterhout, 25th; Jim Prahl,
25th; Sheryl Seaver, 25th; Debi
Stieve, 25th; Elaine Prahl, 26th;
Connor Hughes, 27th; Emma
Kubiak, 29th; Debbie Garcia, 30th;

 
Anniversaries
8 Todd & Denise Gray, 17th

ANNUAL REPORT/FUTURE
PROJECTS

I am asking all board/committee chairs
prepare and submit a  2015 annual
report - it does not have to be
extremely detailed - just  a couple
paragraphs that is a snapshot of what
your group accomplished in  2015 and
maybe even what you are contem-
plating for 2016.  These reports  should
be sent to me via email and they should
be done no later than January  17th
(two weeks from today).  It is my
intent to then publish them as a 
congregational year end report.
       I am asking that, within the needs
and uses of your  (board/committee/
group) please identify changes or
improvements that you feel  are needed
to the Grace facilities.  I also ask that
you give your logic  for the need/
change and if possible a price tag for
the project.  I would  like this infor-
mation sent to me, via email, no later
than January 31st.   This information
will be complied and presented to the
Executive Board and the Voter's to be
used as a project planning guide.   
President Don Rauschenberger

CHICKEN BBQ DINNER
Everyone is invited
today for a little taste
of summer. The St.
John Men's Athletic
Club is once again
barbequing chicken at Valley
Lutheran High School. Dinner will be
served from 11:00-1:30 and includes
REAL mashed potatoes, corn,
homemade dinner rolls, coleslaw, and
dessert. Price is $11 for a half-
chicken meal and $8 for a quarter-
chicken dinner. Proceeds will benefit
the music, drama, and athletic
departments at Valley Lutheran.

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO
Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show
produced by Lutheran Public Radio in
Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS
Pastor Todd Wilken. This week's topics
include: Demon Possession & Spiritual
Warfare, Martin Luther's "On Good
Works," Christianity & Philosophy,
The Presentation of Jesus and more. 
You can listen to what you want when
you want at www.issuesetc.org and on
the Lutheran Public Radio mobile app.

CHERYE KRUEGER'S
NEW ADDRESS
Cherye Krueger has moved to
Sheffield Place in Bay City.  Her
address is 4471 Sheffield Place, Apt.
215, Bay City, MI  48706.  Her phone
numbers are 989-778-1614 or
684-6006 (front desk).

BETTER WAY IMPORTS
Teresa Yaeger, Freedom Fighter with
Better Way Imports,  will give a
presentation for the Ladies of Grace
on Tuesday, Jan 12th at 7PM in the
Library. Invite your family and
friends. Come and hear the stories of
the rescued women and see their
beautiful products that will be
available for purchase. Better Way
Imports partners with organizations
around the world that are working to
end human trafficking. Around the
world millions of women and
children are forced or coerced into
the sex trade. Teresa will have items
for sale after her presentation. 
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"God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency

in all things at all times,

you may abound in every good work."

2 Corinthians 9:8
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The Evan./Steward. meeting is
Monday, January 11th at 6:30 p.m.
The Board of Elders will meet on
Tuesday, January 12th at 7:00 p.m.
Board of Christian Life will meet on
Tuesday, January 19th at 7:00 p.m.
The next Home Bible Study will
meet at Ruth & Tom Wegener's
home on January 17th at 7:00 p.m.
Please mark your calendar for
January 17th.  We will be
un-decorating the church.
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