
Receiving Christ Continually as God's People through Word and Sacrament

Grace Lutheran Church
The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod

Spotlighter - May 25

Our Mission Statement
Sharing GRACE

Growing in God's word, Reaching out with love, Announcing
forgiveness, Calling the lost, Encouraging everyone

Visit Our Website

Worship Services
This Sunday 9:00 a.m.

Divine Worship

Wednesdays
Matins 8:30 a.m.

Midweek Service 7:00 p.m.

SCRIPTURE LESSONS
Lessons for this coming Sunday:

The Holy Trinity
Isaiah 6:1-8

Acts 2:14a, 22-36
John 3:1-17

Generosity Thoughts  John 3:6 - "That which is born of the
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." In
Holy Baptism we receive a new birth: spirit from Spirit. With that
rebirth we receive new desires, new lives, new purposes. To the
(fleshly) world, Christian generosity makes no sense: the total
minus a percentage is less than the original total. But Spirit-
reborn Christians know that God's math works differently (as we
might expect from the Trinity!): a blessing received from God
becomes more of a blessing when it is used in generosity to
bless others.

Notices

Please be aware that if you use a credit card for Vanco
payment, many cards charge a transaction fee.  Check
with your charge card company.
Thank you for the donations of grocery bags. We are filled
to capacity.

If your contact information changes,
please notify the church office at 989-662-6161.

Birthdays
 Michael Hetzner, 22nd; Justin Herbolsheimer, 23rd; Jesse
Kalitta, 23rd; Gordon Schroeder, 23rd; Michael Stark, 23rd;

Barb Bartz, 24th; Jacob Klann, 24th; David Styn, 24th; Gloria
Kundinger, 25th; Diane McNally, 25th; Colton Ralph, 25th;

Ethan Kent, 27th; Jean Peters, 27th; Mary Dengel, 28th; Harry
Wegener, 1st; Jennifer Taglauer, 1st; Reid Lazarowicz, 2nd

Anniversaries 
 Dan & Linda Haven, 24th; Bob and Brenda Krystosek 27th;
Nathan & Crissy Beethe 28th; Ernie & Karla Weiss, 30th; 

James and Susan Emerson, 1st;  

Prayer Requests  Diane Dodt, Melissa Netkowski, Shirley
Gray, Gordon Marner, Dale Ann Gripentrog, Jack Greenleaf,
Jim Emerson, Ruth Roth, Tracey Storey, Sandy Harrison
(Patrick Harrison's mother) and Irene Beethe (Kantor's mother).

Steve Lindstrom  entered glory on Monday, May 21st. Please
keep his family in your prayers as they mourn his death. His
funeral will be this Saturday, May 27 @ 11 am at Grace, with
visitation preceding the service at 10 am. There will be no
funeral home visitation. Blessed are the dead who die in the
Lord.

Why the Pastor Communes Himself  As many have noticed, I
have started to commune myself at the altar on Sundays. Since
I've been communing myself on Wednesday nights from the
time I got here, I want to be consistent. Plus, we are returning to
the more ancient practice. The chief reason self-communion is
to be desired is that I'm not only receiving the Gifts for myself; I
am at the same time serving to signify Christ, who partook with
His disciples in the Upper Room on Maundy Thursday. By
communing myself, I am reminding the congregation that the
Gifts are flowing from the Office of Holy Ministry to the
congregation. Before I extend forgiveness to the congregation,
Christ forgives me. This parallels nicely with the Day of
Atonement in the Old Testament where the High Priest would
have his sins atoned for first and then he would make
atonement for the sins of the people. If you have any questions
or comments, please speak with me. 

Why No Confession When There's a Baptism!   In the
Agenda, which is the book that gives pastors guidelines for
worship, the church is directed to omit confession and
absolution when there's a baptism. Why? Well, there are
several theological reasons. Confession and absolution is a
return to Holy Baptism. When there's a baptism, we remember
our baptism and the forgiveness that our Lord continues to pour
out on us. In a sense, every baptism we witness is a
reaffirmation of our own baptism. Also, the Kyrie is a confession
since we are admitting that we're sinners in need of mercy. The
point is that confession and absolution isn't just located at the
beginning of the service. Throughout the service, we are
confessing our sins and receiving forgiveness in the spoken,
preached, and sacramental Word. As a side note, private
confession and absolution is always available. Just contact
pastor. 

Kantor's Hymn Studies  Beginning this week, Kantor will be
writing a monthly hymn study. It will be in the Spotlighter, on the
church website, and in printed form on the credenza. The goal
is to provide historical background and theological reflection on
the great treasure trove of hymns we have. "Praise, all you
people, the name so holy Of Him who does such wondrous
things! All that has being, to praise Him solely, With happy heart
its amen sings. Children of God, with angel host, Praise Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost! Alleluia, Alleluia!" (LSB 791: 1)

LWR Quilting Our LWR quilt group is in need of sheets for quilt
backs. Any size, flat or fitted can be used. Any questions or if
they need to be picked up call Gayle at 662-2347. Thank you.

Encouraging One Another  In our thoughts and prayers this
week is Diane Dodt.  If you wish to send her a card or note, her
address is 4740 Gray Hawk Lane, Auburn.

The family of Margaret Barber  thanks the members of Grace
for all their prayers, beautiful cards, and concern for our mother
over the past years and throughout the recent months of her
illness.  We know it meant so much to her and also to us.  God
be with you all.  Thank you.

New Sunday Morning Bible Study
Get ready! Starting Sunday, June 3, pastor will begin a new
study for the summer. Pastor will take the congregation through
the 12 week study called God Connects which he uses for the
adult confirmands. It will be a good refresher for all of our
members on what we believe, teach, and confess as Lutherans.
If you normally don't come to Bible study, this would be a great
place to start. Talk to pastor if you have any questions or
comments.

Lutheran Hour Ministries Presentation on Russia Join us
on June 13 at 11:00 am to meet and listen to Dr. Igor Savich,
the director of Lutheran Hour Ministries in Russia. A light
luncheon sponsored by LHM will be served. Come and
experience what God is doing through LHM in Russia as Igor
shares personal stories of how the Gospel is making an impact
on many lives! Please RSVP to the church office by June 11 at
662-6161.

Diana Yaeger Speaks on the Deaconess in Community  The
word deaconess is taken from the Greek, meaning "servant".
This is the title the LCMS has chosen for women trained to
share Christ's love. From our pastors, cantors, school teachers,
to deaconesses, the Lutheran Church delights in a culture of
theological education, from which we all benefit. Wherever we
are able to have people faithfully handling God's Word there is
cause to celebrate. An important part of the deaconesses role is
to help the congregation reach out to the community. The great
joy we receive from God's immeasurable grace motivates us to
care for our neighbors and to proclaim the Lord's salvation to
others. Often we desire to share not only individually in our
personal lives, but also together as a congregation. A
deaconess can be a wonderful asset as she works in the
community, representing the congregation. She can become a
consistent face and point person, acting as a bridge from the
community to the congregation. 

Grace Your Closet Update Last Saturday we had one of our
busiest days since opening in April of 2017.  We had 62 visitors
who claimed 582 items for their own closet.  Our volunteers
were AMAZING!  Thanks to Carol, Chris, Jan, Judy, Rhonda,
and Vi who helped last week.  The next opportunity to volunteer
is on Monday, June 4 at 6pm for sorting or Saturday, June 16
from 9:45-1pm when the closet will be open.  If you can help on
June 16 please sign up on the sheet on the usher's desk, we
need a minimum of 5 volunteers every third Saturday to run the
closet efficiently.  If you have any questions please contact
Debbie Pyle or Karla Weiss.     

"Sidewalk Advocates for Life" training session  -- Saturday,
June 16th from 9AM-3PM at Valley Lutheran High School.
Are you pro-life and want to DO SOMETHING to save babies
from the Saginaw abortion clinic?  Please consider attending
our 1-day intensive training session to become a Sidewalk
Advocate for Life.  This program equips trainees to counsel
women in crisis pregnancies as they enter an abortion clinic. 
Don't feel qualified to do sidewalk counselling? Almost nobody
does...yet someone must advocate for the unborn.  If we don't,
who will?  Sidewalk advocates are an unborn child's last best
hope for life.  Our approach is not confrontational; we simply
offer love and help for both mother and baby.  Does it work?
YES!!! We have seen babies' lives saved through Sidewalk
Advocacy in conjunction with the efforts of Beacon of Hope
pregnancy care center (next door to the abortion clinic).
Questions? Want to hear more? Please contact Bess Winter at
bwinter@vlhs.com or (989)295-0055 for more information or to
register for this FREE training session.  Ages 16 and up only. 
Lunch will be provided.

Have you heard?  Valley Lutheran High School is once again
offering quality, fun, half-day sport and extra-curricular camps in
June!  The early registration discount runs through this
Tuesday, May 29th so now is the time to sign-up!  Head
to www.vlhs.com/camps for the full schedule, information, and
registration link.  Please contact Valley Lutheran
at camps@vlhs.com with any questions.  We look forward to
being a part of your summer!

Issues, Etc.   Continuing Education for the Confessional
Lutheran....Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast
produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted
by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week's topics include: The
Movie "'Solo: A Star Wars Story,'" The Visitation, Jesus
Welcomes Little Children, The Marriage of Priests, Deaf Ministry
and more. You can listen live or on-demand at
www.issuesetc.org and on the LPR mobile app.

Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You
Lutheran Service Book 668

This hymn, in the Church Militant section of Lutheran Service
Book, is a bold encouragement to Christians to "put on the
whole armor of God, that [we] may be able to stand against the
schemes of the devil" (Eph 6:11). The text is by Wilhelm
Erasmus Arends (1677-1721), a Lutheran Pastor in Crottorf, in
the Western part of Germany. The tune, WACHET AUF, was
written for the text "Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying." The
composer, Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608), was a German Lutheran
pastor who wrote both text and tune for the hymn "Wake,
Awake, For Night is Flying" (LSB 516) and "O Morning Star,
How Fair and Bright) (LSB 395).

Stanza One :Rise! To arms! With prayer employ you, O
Christians, lest the foe destroy you; For Satan has designed
your fall. Wield God's Word, the weapon glorious; Against all
foes be thus victorious, For God protects you from them all.
Fear not the hordes of hell, Here is Emmanuel. Hail the Savior!
The strong foes yield To Christ, our shield, And we, the victors,
hold the field. When our Lord was tempted by Satan He did not
use His divine powers, but the Word of God, the "sword of the
Spirit," as St. Paul writes in Ephesians 6. We Christians, then,
also use the Word and prayer, which is speaking back to God
the promises He's given us, in our daily fight against the Devil.
We need not fear the hordes of hell, for Christ has won the
victory.

Stanza Two : Cast afar this world's vain pleasure And boldy
strive for heavenly treasure. Be steadfast in the Savior's might.
Trust the Lord, who stands beside you, For Jesus from all harm
will hide you. By faith you conquer in the fight. Take courage,
weary soul! Look forward to the goal! Joy awaits you. The race
well run, Your long war won, Your crown shines splendid as the
sun. Christ says in Matthew 6:19-21, "Do not lay up for
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also." The stuff of this world
will not last, it will decay and turn to dust. But in Christ, we have
an eternal treasure that will neither perish, spoil, or fade, kept in
heaven for us. So, while we live amidst this world of decay and
destruction, we have the sure and certain hope that the best is
yet to come because of Jesus.

Stanza Three : Wisely fight, for time is fleeting; the hours of
grace are fast retreating; Short, short is this our earthly way.
When the Lord the dead will waken And sinners all by ear are
shaken, The saints with joy will greet that day. Praise God, our
triumph's sure. We need not long endure Scorn and trial. Our
Savior King His own will bring To that great glory which we sing.
Christ will come again soon! We don't know when, but we wait
with eager expectation for that great and glorious day. "For the
Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command,
with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we
who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always
be with the Lord." (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). We have such
great promises from the Lord and we know that they are certain
and sure in Christ. "Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all
sleep, but we shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and
the dead will be raise imperishable, and we shall be changed.
For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this
mortal body must put on immortality." (1 Corinthians 15:51-53)
Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ!

Memorials 
for

Mildred Roth
by

Bruce and Judy Lance
Tom and Ruth Wegener
Rob and Kathy Feinauer

Rosemary Bush 

Grace at Prayer for Trinity Sunday

Invocation
In the Name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

The Apostles' Creed

Verse of the Week: Psalm 61:4
Let me dwell in your tent forever! Let me take refuge under the
shelter of your wings!

May 28 Psalm 46 Numbers 35:9-30 Luke 24:28-53

May 29 Psalm 104 Ecclesiastes 6:1-7:10 John 8:21-38

May 30 Psalm 43 Ecclesiastes 7:11-29 John 8:39-59

May 31 Psalm 146 Ecclesiastes 8:1-17 John 9:1-23

June 1 Psalm 97 Ecclesiastes 9:1-17 John 9:24-41

June 2 Psalm 9 Ecclesiastes 10:1-20 John 10:1-21

June 3 Psalm 77 Ecclesiastes 11:1-10 John 10:22-42

Writing from the Lutheran Confessions
In this way one sees what a great, excellent thing Baptism is. It
delivers us from the devil's jaws and makes us God's own. It
suppresses and takes away sin and then daily strengthens the
new man. It is working and always continues working until we
pass from this estate of misery to eternal glory. For this reason
let everyone value his Baptism as a daily dress [Galatians 3:27]
in which he is to walk constantly. Then he may ever be found in
the faith and its fruit, so that he may suppress the old man and
grow up in the new. [Large Catechism, Part V, 83-84]

The Lord's Prayer

Collect for Week of Trinity Sunday
Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to
acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity by the confession of
a true faith and to worship the Unity in the power of the Divine
Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this faith and defend us from all
adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and
reign, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sunday:  Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the
fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments.
Monday:  Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism;
for one's calling and daily work; for the unemployed; for the
salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for Lutheran schools
[especially Zion Beaver and Trinity Monitor] and her teachers;
for good government and for peace.
Tuesday:  Pray for the Church and her pastors, teachers,
musicians, missionaries, and deaconesses.
Wednesday:  Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and
wives, parents and children live in ordered harmony according
to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone;
for our communities and neighborhoods.
Thursday: Pray for repentant hearts, that all would confess
their sins and seek our Lord and His forgiveness in the Word
and Sacraments.
Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ and for the spread of His knowledge throughout
the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick
and dying.
Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of
those who are withering in the faith or have fallen away; for
receptive hearts and minds to God's Word on the Lord's Day;
for pastors and people as they prepare to administer and
receive Christ's holy gifts.

In Our Prayers this Week:
-The sick, shut-in, and suffering.
-The families of our loved ones in the Armed Forces.
-Growth for Grace Lutheran Church.
-Steadfastness for Christians persecuted throughout the world.
-Unity among the mid-Michigan congregations in caring for the
poor.
-God's use of Grace Your Closet to clothe families.
-Wisdom to put the best construction on everything.
-Opportunities to share the Gospel with family and friends.

Luther's Morning Prayer or Evening Prayer from the
Catechism

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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