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Our Mission Statement
Sharing GRACE

                                       Growing in God's word
Reaching out with love

                                       Announcing forgiveness
                                       Calling the lost

Encouraging everyone

Visit Our Website

Worship Services
This Sunday 9:00 a.m.

Divine Worship

Wednesdays
Matins 8:30 a.m.

Divine Worship 7:00 p.m.  

SCRIPTURE LESSONS
Lessons for this coming Sunday:

 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ruth 1:1-19a

2 Timothy 2:1-13
Luke 17: 11-19

Generosity Thoughts Luke 14:11 - "For everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be
exalted." The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. That's
called humility. The Lord is God, and we are not. With that in
mind, how could we not seek to follow His Word in all aspects of
life? Once we see His love for us in the cross of Christ, how
could we not trust Him? He knows what He is talking about, and
we don't. He loves us and wants to bless us. If you believe that,
then striking out on a path of faithfulness in the realm of
stewardship is a lot easier. It just makes sense.

Notes

Please check the bulletin board in the hallway for all fall
dinners and activities.    
Hopefully by now you have picked up the last quarter of
Portals of Prayer.  Let the office know what you think of the
new size.

Birthdays
Judy Lance , 12th; Sam Kubiak , 13th; Jacob Vennix , 15th; 

Linda Varner,  16th; Cindy Styn , 17th; Becky Feinauer , 18th; 
Walter Wegener , 19th; Coryn Lewicki , 25th; Mitch Hoogland ,

26th; Pete Fredrich , 28th; Nathan Beethe , 30th

Anniversaries
Justin & Jessica Varner , 13th

Roger & GeriAnne Schmidt , 20th

Prayer Requests:  Melissa Netkowkski, Roland  
Taglauer, Jack Greenleaf, John & Diane Dodt, Deanna
(Matthew) Klann, Gordy Marner,  Doreen Hetzner and
Mary Machul.  

Encouraging One Another In our thoughts and prayers this
week is Barb Reiss.  If you wish to send a card or note, the
address is Stratford Pines, Woodbridge Hall Rm 247, 2121
Rockwell Dr., Midland  48642

Grace Upon Grace: This Sunday (October 13) from
3:45-4:45 p.m. at Plainview  Come join us in sharing God's
love with the residents at Plainview. We will get to sing hymns,
read God's Word, and have an activity for everyone to
participate in.  All ages are welcome, so bring your kids and
grandkids!

Mites for Missions   We are collecting for mites this Sunday, 
on LWML Sunday.  Please join us in making a joyful noise to the
Lord. Based on the Biblical account of the widow's mite, the
Mite Box is intended for regular contributions of "mites" -
offerings above and beyond the support given to the
congregation and the Synod. Mite Box contributions amount to
millions of dollars that fund district and national mission grants.
In fact, the LWML has collected over $100 million dollars since
1942. Yes ... these coins have and will continue to make a
difference. Thank you for contributing to the Mite Box and
providing the opportunity for us to spread the Gospel to the
world.

Orphan Grain Train Packing  We will be packing up the items
to be sent for Orphan Grain Train this year on October 14th
beginning at 9 am.  The packing will take place at the Gengler
home at 1625 Wilder Rd.  We welcome all help.  We would
especially like some men to help with the loading of items into
the vehicles which will take the goods to Sebewaing on the
15th.  We also want to thank all those who generously donated
items and helped with the quilt making.   

Wide Open Stand the Gates   On Sunday, October 20    
at 4:00 Grace Lutheran Church will be hosting "Wide
Open Stand the Gates: A Hymn Festival Extolling
Christ's Gifts in Worship." The Commentators for the
hymn festival will be Rev. Daniel Burhop of Trinity,
Reese and Rev. Aaron Schian of Grace, Auburn. The organists
will be Kantor Hannah Bjornstad of Trinity, Reese and Kantor
Nathan Beethe of Grace, Auburn. It will feature a brass
ensemble, percussion, and a mass choir made up of members
of area churches. Please mark your calendars for this exciting
event! 

Snack Sign Up for Campus Life  There's a great way you can
support Campus Life! You can provide snacks for fifteen high
schoolers on a Monday. The high schoolers often come over
hungry so this is a wonderful way to show love to these
students. There's a sign up sheet in the back of church. Choose
a Monday and put down the snacks you will be bringing. Snack
ideas include granola bars, cheese and crackers, veggies and
dip. You may have your own idea which is great. You can drop
off the snacks on Sunday in the gym kitchen or bring them to
the office from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Monday. If you have any
questions, please talk with pastor! 

Home Bible Study Update!  There is no Home Bible Study for
October! The next Home Bible Study will be hosted by Gordy
and Fay Schroeder (319 Short Street, Auburn) on Sunday,
November 3, at  6:30 p.m. We will continue our journey through
the Sermon on the Mount. 

Library News  Check out the new library book, 
The Hammer Of God by Bo Giertz. In this classic,
The Hammer of God reads like a good detective
story, immersing the reader in the unfolding events that  present
a spiritual drama of death and life, of despair and hope, of
upheaval and peace, of sin and grace.  Faith comes down to a
matter of relying either on your own accomplishments to be
right with God or on receiving as a free gift by grace the
righteousness Christ gained for us.  A must read!  

Supporting Our Future Church Workers   There were
questions about how the Food and Clothing Co-ops at
Concordia Theological Seminary work and how to support
them, so we now have brochures on the elders' desk to answer
those questions! There are many ways to support our future
pastors, deaconesses, and missionaries: possible ways include
donating gift cards, household items, monetary support, and,
most especially, your prayers. In addition to the brochures, there
is also an information sheet which breaks down the numbers for
how the CTSFW Food Co-op cares for seminary families.  

Educational Opportunity at the Seminary The Luther Hostel
is an annual three-day retreat which offers attendees the
opportunity to learn about a specific topic from seminary
professors, as well as sit-in on a number of seminary classes
with current seminary students. While at the Hostel, conference
goers can attend the daily worship services in Kramer Chapel
and visit with seminary students and faculty. This year's topic is
"Creation and the New Creation: A Consideration of God's
People in Genesis and Revelation." Check out the brochures on
the elders' desk!  

Annual Ox Roast  St. John Lutheran Church, 206 N. Court St
in Au Gres, is having their Annual Ox Roast on Sunday,   
October 13 from 11 am until 2 pm.  A hearty meal of roast beef,
potatoes, gravy, squash, coleslaw and homemade desserts will
be served.  Dinner tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for children
ages 5-12.  Children under 5 are free.  Take-out dinners are
also available.    

Mid-Michigan LWML Fall Celebration  Join us Saturday,
October 19 at St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 2045 Lynn St.,
Sanford, MI for our Fall Celebration. Registration with coffee
and bagels starts at 8:30 a.m.  Program starts at 9:00 am with
Lunch at noon.  The Theme is: Joyful Servants.  Our Mission
Speaker is Pastor Dave Reed informing us about the "Orphan
Grain Train"-Sebewaing.  The Gifts from the Heart will be given
to "Midland's Bridge - Bonus Table".  Collections needed:
nonperishable food items, paper products, cleaning supplies,
personal care items.  RSVP to Cheryl Zastrow 989-239-3919,
by October 14.  Registration, breakfast & lunch $5.00. Donation
box in Narthax.

BBQ Chicken Dinner Trinity-St. James, Munger    
(119 E. Munger Rd) is having a BBQ Chicken dinner,
County store and bake sale. It is October 20 from
11:30 am to 2:00 p.m. or until sold out.  The cost is 
$10 for adults, $7 for children 6-10 and children 5 & under are
free. Take-outs are available.  

Harvest Dinner  St. John's Lutheran Church,  
505 E. Carpenter, Midland is having a Harvest
dinner on Thursday, October 24 from 4:30-6:30
p.m. The menu includes roasted turkey,
sauerkraut with pork, mashed potatoes, gravy,
dinner roll, dressing, squash, green beans,
coleslaw, cranberries, and homemade pie.  The cost is $10 for
adults, $5 for children 5-10 and free for children 4 and under.  A
family of 4 is $25.00.  Take outs are available.

Community Craft Show  Messiah Lutheran, 1550 S. Poseyville
Road in Midland is having a Community Craft Show on
Saturday, October 26th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Concessions will
be available form 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Harvest Dinner & Bake Sale  Trinity Lutheran School  
(corner of Salzburg and 8 Mile) is having a Harvest dinner and
bake sale on October 27 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  The
menu includes pork sausage, sauerkraut and roast beef with all
the trimmings. Adults are $10, children 6-12 are $5 and
preschoolers are free.  Take-outs are available for $10.  

Scrapbook Fundraiser   Trinity Lutheran,  
Monitor will be hosting a 2-Day Scrapbook
Fundraiser on November 8 from
5p.m-11p.m. (includes dinner) & 9 from
9am-9pm (includes lunch & dinner).  Cost is $55 for both days,
$30 for Friday only, and $40 for Saturday only.  Proceeds will go
to the 6 & 7 grade students for their future class trip to
Washington D.C.   Please call or email Jeanine Pfundt at (989)
450-7202  jpfundtcnm@yahoo.com or Patsy Weiss at
(989)295-8937 pweiss363@gmail.com.  Registration is due
November 1st. 

Fall Bazaar and Cookie Walk   Valley Lutheran High School
Parent Organization is hosting a Fall Bazaar & Cookie Walk on
Saturday, November 9 from 9am-3pm.  There will be a wide
variety of vendors and cookies available.  Lunch will also be
available from 11am-1pm. If you would like to be a vendor,
please contact Patti Blazejewski at 989-780-2306
prblazej65@gmail.com by October 18. 

Grave Blankets  Grave blankets are back  
again at Beaver Zion Lutheran church.  They
are available on Sundays from November 3
through December 8, following services at
10:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.  For other days and
times, text anytime to 989-280-3185 or call after 5:00 p.m.

Issues, Etc... Sanctifying Your Childrearing With The Word of
God...Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by
Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by
LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week's teachings include: The
Book of John, Responding to Roman Catholic Proof Texts, The
Lord's Prayer, The Patriarch Abraham and more.  You can listen
live or on-demand at www.issuesetc.org and on the LPR mobile
app.

Sunday School   We offer Sunday School every Sunday for
children 3 & up. We begin at 10:45 with music with Kantor and
then split into classes by age. We meet in Room 1, which is
next to the boys' bathroom.

Online Giving   If you'd like to support Grace by giving online,
please go to graceauburn.org/giving to get started.   

Members of Grace Lutheran ,
Rev. Simon was able to give me some additional, up-to-date
information on the orphans.   There are still 166 orphans at the
facility in Gambella. 

The school year has begun.  166 orphans plus 330 children
from the community make up the student body of 496 students,
grades 1-7.  They have added another year, grade 7.  The
parents from the Gambella community, mostly refugees from
South Sudan, really appreciate the school as the children study
Luther's Small Catechism and learn the Christian faith.

The list of needs Rev. Simon gave in April are the following:
   1. Books for writing                                           $1400               
   2. Pens for writing                                             $ 200
   3. Shoes                                                           $1500              
   4. Clothes                                                         $1800
   5. Mosquito nets                                               $2500            
   6. Finishing the building of the classrooms      $2800

Additional needs:  Cost of textbooks from the government (they
are not free)   $1500

Clothes for Christmas (this might be the same as #4 above-
often clothes for the year are given at Christmas)  $2000

Rev. Simon completely understands that the needs of the
orphans very much exceed the ability of any single
congregation to cover.  He always tells me to share what the
needs are and let God guide people to think about what they
might be able to do to help.  Even a little gift makes a big
difference in their lives.  They also have constant expenses of
medications for malaria and typhoid. They also very much ask
for prayer. They pray for you and give thanks for what you have
done. They understand that in some cases prayer is the only
thing that a person might be able to offer, and they value that
greatly. Knowing that someone in another country cares enough
about them to hold them up in prayer helps so very much. 

Hope this information helps as you consider the possibilities of
helping the orphans.      In Christ, Eileen Roberts

Happening This Week at Grace...    

Sunday Divine Service 9:00 a.m. 

Pastor's Bible Study/Sunday
School   

10:45 a.m. 

Food of Faith 12:00 a.m.

Grace Upon Grace at Plainview  3:45 p.m.  

Monday Kantor's Bible Study  10:00 a.m.

Campus Life 7:27 p.m.

Tuesday Plainview Service 1:00 P.M. 

Confirmation   2:30 p.m.

Confirmation  3:30 P.M.  

Grace Your Closet Sorting 6:00 p.m.

Trustees 6:30 p.m. 

Campus Life Meeting (staff) 8:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Men's Bible Study 6:30 a.m.

Matins  8:30 a.m.

Large Print 9:00 a.m.

Pastor's Bible Class 6:00 p.m.  

Divine Service 7:00 p.m.

Thursday Handbell Choir 6:00 p.m.

Choir 7:00 p.m.

Saturday Women's Bible Study 8:30 a.m.

Hymn Festival Choir Rehearsal  10:00 a.m. 

Sunday Divine Service  9:00 a.m.

Pastor's Bible Study/ 
Sunday School   

10:45 a.m.

Hymn Festival 4:00 p.m. 

Grace at Prayer for Eighteenth Sunday after Penteco st

Invocation
In the Name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen. 

The Apostles' Creed

Verse of the Week: Psalm 138:8
The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O
Lord, endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands.

October
14

Psalm
124 Deuteronomy 12:13-32 Matthew

12:38-50
October
15 Psalm 34 Deuteronomy 13:1-18 Matthew

13:1-23
October
16 Psalm 37 Deuteronomy

14:1-15:15
Matthew
13:24-43

October
17 Psalm 39 Deuteronomy

15:19-16:22
Matthew
13:44-58

October
18 Psalm 75 Deuteronomy 17:1-20 Matthew

14:1-21
October
19 Psalm 80 Deuteronomy 18:1-22 Matthew

14:22-36
October
20

Psalm
138 Deuteronomy 19:1-20 Matthew

15:1-20
*If you have any questions about the reading(s), text pastor or email him. 

Writing from the Lutheran Confessions
Although in this life the good works of believers are imperfect
and impure because of sin in the flesh, nevertheless they are
acceptable and well pleasing to God. However, the Law does
not teach how and why the good works of believers are
acceptable. It demands a completely perfect, pure obedience if
it is to please God. But the Gospel teaches that our spiritual
offerings are acceptable to God through faith for Christ's sake (1
Peter 2:5; Hebrews 11:4; 13:5). In this way Christians are not
under the Law, but under grace (Romans 6:14). For by faith in
Christ the persons are freed from the Law's curse and
condemnation. Their good works, although they are still
imperfect and impure, are acceptable to God through Christ.
[Formula, Solid Declaration, Article VII:22-23] 

The Lord's Prayer

Collect for Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Almighty God, You show mercy to Your people in all their
troubles. Grant us always to recognize Your goodness, give
thanks for Your compassion, and praise Your holy name;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the
fruit of 
faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments.
Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism;
for one's calling and daily work; for the unemployed; for the
salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for Lutheran schools
[especially Zion Beaver and Trinity Monitor] and her teachers;
for good government and for peace. 
Tuesday:  Pray for the Church and her pastors, teachers,
musicians, missionaries, and deaconesses.
Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and
wives, parents and children live in ordered harmony according
to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone;
for our communities and neighborhoods.
Thursday: Pray for repentant hearts, that all would confess
their sins and seek our Lord and His forgiveness in the Word
and Sacraments.
Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ and for the spread of His knowledge throughout
the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick
and dying.
Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of
those who are withering in the faith or have fallen away; for
receptive hearts and minds to God's Word on the Lord's Day;
for pastors and people as they prepare to administer and
receive Christ's holy gifts.

In Our Prayers this Week:
-The sick, shut-in, and suffering. 
-The families of our loved ones in the Armed Forces.
-Steadfastness for Christians persecuted throughout the world.
-Protection to all missionaries, especially the Neuendorfs, the
Erbers, and the Roberts.
-God's use of Grace Your Closet to clothe families. 
-Opportunities to share the Gospel with family and friends.
-Decency and respect in the nation's political discourse.
-Thanksgiving for the Altar Guild and the service they offer here
in God's House.

Luther's Morning Prayer or Evening Prayer from the
Catechism

Benedicamus 
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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